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?fegislatiue Assembly
Tuesday, 7 April 1987

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 2.15 pm, and read prayers.

PLANNING DEVELOPMENT
Warn bra Dunes: Petition

THE SPEAKER: I have a petition which
reads as follows-

To the H-onourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, are totally opposed
to any development for residential, or
other building purposes, of the area known
as the Warabro dunes, and call on the
Government to take such steps as it may
consider necessary to ensure that the
Warubro dunes area is retained in a stable,
natural state, for public recreation and en-
joyment.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 4 420 signatures. I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

I direct that the petition be brought to the
Table of the House.

(See petition No. 15.)

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL
Downgrading: Petition

MR PARKER (Fremnanle-Minister for
Minerals and Energy) [2.18 pm]: I have a pet-
ition which reads as follows-

To the Honourable, the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in the
Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents and
workers of Fremantle and adjacent
localities view with grave concern the re-
port, of the Health Department's, regard-
ing the proposal to downgrade Fremantle
Hospital.

Implicit in the report is the notion to
downgrade Fremantle Hospital, so. as to
provide only Primary- and Secondary

medical care. Fremantle Hosptital is
immediately adjacent to an important in-
dustrial region and needs the highest avail-
able emergency services.

As a consequence we call upon the Par-
liament not to act upon or adopt such sec-
tions of this report.

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 76 signatures. I certify that
it conforms to the Stand ing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 16.)

DEPUTY CHMRNRIEN OF COMMITTEES

Appointment
The Speaker (Mr Barnett) announced that

the following members had been appointed
Deputy Chainnen of Committees for the
present session-

The member for Gosnells (Mrs Henderson)
The member for Subiaco (Dr Lawrence)

The member for Welshpool (Mr Thomas)
The member for Albany (Mr Watt).

DOG AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR CARR (Geraldton-Minister for Local

Government) [2.24 pm): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Members will be aware that the current Dog
Act was enacted in 1976 following a detailed
review of the previous 1903 legislation.

Despite the broadly-based consultative pro-
cess used in the development of that legislation
administrative problems soon became evident
which led the previous Government to initiate
a further detailed review. The Dog Act Review
Committee established in 1981 included rep-
resentatives of the Canine Association, Local
Government Association, Country Shire Coun-
cils Association, Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, Australian Veterin-
ary Association, Agriculture Protection Board,
Institute of Municipal Management, Police De-
partment and Department of Local Govern-
ment.
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The report of that review committee was re-
leased by the Government for public consider-
ation and comment and significant interest was
generated through some 800 submissions.

It must be said that varying opinions were
received on the degree to which dogs should be
controlled. However, I believe there was con-
siderable value in having this divergence of
views expressed as it assisted the Government
in coming to a balance of community attitudes
in determining the extent to which support
should be given to the recommendations of the
review committee. The main thrust of the com-
mittee's report was that more stringent dog
controls were necessary to alleviate present
control problems and at the same time to im-
prove the general wellI-being of dogs. In essence
this was to be achieved through the principle of
greater control of dogs when in public places.

An examination of the submissions received
suggests that the general thrust of the com-
mittee's recommendations has comm unity sup-
port-that is, dog control is a problem and
there is a need for some increased powers and
enforcement to alleviate the present problems.
The Government feels, however, that every en-
deavour should be made to avoid over-regu-
lation. which could be seen to impose un-
necessary additional burdens on either the pub-
lic or local governments. For that reason it
is prepared to support only those
recommendations which will provide for more
effective control and at the same time not in-
troduce overly bureaucratic powers.

The more significant changes to the legis-
lation proposed in the Bill include-

dogs must be kept on a leash and be
effectively restrained in places to which
the public has access within the metropoli-
tan area and in other townsites: exceptions
to this requirement would include
exercising a dog in an area set aside for the
purpose by the relevant local government
and when dogs are exhibited at shows or at
obedience trials:

the owner of a dog will be required to
render the premises where the dog is
registered to be kept, capable of adequately
conta in ing t he dog:,

an application to register a dog Will re-
quire the applicant to certify that the
means exist on the premises at which the
dog is to be kept for effectively confining
the dog within those premises. and pro-

vision is made for rejection where the
council is not satisfied that such means
exist:

local governments are authorised to sub-
sidise the cost of sterilisation by a veter. i-
ary surgeon of a dog owned by a resident
who, in the opinion of the council, would
suffer hardship in paying the whole of the
cost of the operation:

penalty levels for offences are increased
and wider powers to issue infringement
notices are introduced: and

the power of entry to premises under the
Act is extended to allow an authorised per-
son who is in pursuit of a dog wandering at
large or a registration officer making an
inspection for registration purposes, to en-
ter on or into any premises, except a dwell-
ing. at any reasonable time for the purpose
of carrying out their duties.

A number of recommendations of the com-
mittee have not been accepted, perhaps the
principal one being the compulsory muzzling
or German Shepherd or potentially dangerous
breeds of dogs. This proposal attracted con-
siderable public opposition and it is considered
discriminatory to single out one breed of dog as
many other large or small breeds may be
equally dangerous. In view of the proposal for
all dogs in public places to be restrained on a
leash the need for muzzling is not seen to be
justified.

Other recommendations not supported in-
clude-

the doubling of penalties for dogs wan-
dering at night:,

the authority to order destruction of a
dog being transferred from a court to a
justice of the peace: and

the establishment of a centralised public
education programme on dog control.

The latter proposal was for a programme to be
funded from an additional levy on registration
fees. Some local governments indicated they
were better placed to develop education pro-
grammes suitable for their own districts and
the Government is of the view that a costly new
central ised programme is not warranted at this
time.

Having had the benefit of an extensive public
consultative process the Government believes
it has developed a balanced approach to the
need to provide better legislative backing to
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local govenments in their endeavours to exer-
cise appropriate controls aver the keeping of
dogs.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned. on motion by Mr Clarko.

MARKETING OF EGGS AMENDMENT
B!ILL

Second Reading

MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Mimister
for Agriculture) [2.30 pm]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The marketing of eggs in this State is the re-
sponsibility of the Western Australian Egg
Marketing Board. which operates under the
Marketi ng of Eggs Act. 1945-197 7,

Over the past five years, the board has
operated at a high level of efficiency as
demonstrated by its achievement of a nil sur-
plus of egg production over sales. During this
period the board has adopted a more commer-
cial approach to egg marketing and has the
strong support of the egg-producing industry. It
is significant to note that very few complaints
from the egg-consuming public have been
received, other than from a section of the com-
munity which demanded free-range eggs. Two
years ago. arrangements were made by the
board to supply free-range eggs to the market.

To ensure its continued successful operation
and to undertake its responsibilities more
effectively, the board requested that a number
of amendments be made to the Marketing of
Eggs Act.

Cabinet, on 28 May and 13 August 1984. and
24 November 1986, gave approval for these
amendments, which are in accord with the pol-
icy of developing strong. orderly marketing
structures for rural products.

I turn now to the amendments contained in
the Bill.

The legislation will validate use of the name
"Goldent Egg Farms" by the board. The board
has used the words "Golden Egg Farms" since
1977 to promote a more favourable marketing
image.

The board consists of a chairman, three pro-
ducer representatives and two consumer rep-
resentatives. one of whom must have mercan-
tile and commercial experience in the market-
ing of eggs. The requirement for one of the
consumer representatives to have experience in
the marketing of eggs is restrictive and the de-

letion of this requirement will enable the ap-
pointment of persons with a wider range of
commercial expertise.

The board is empowered to appoint a sec-
retary. inspectors and other officers and em-
ployees as required but no specific reference is
made of the appointment of the general man-
ager. This omission is corrected in the amend-
ments.

Egg collectors who transport eggs from the
farm to the board are required to be licensed by
the board. The licensing mechanism is inflex-
ible and does not meet the changing needs of
the industry. Provision is made for the deletion
of the requirement that egg collectors be li-
censed.

Current egg-grading and packing standards
are established as codes under the Agricultural
Products Act, 1929. Amendments to the code
arc normally proposed by the board, which also
has inspectors appointed under the Act. In all
other States, the responsibility for grade and
quality requirements is with the board. Under
these ameiinments, the relevant sections of the
Agricultural Products Act are transferred to the
M arket ing of Eggs Ac t.

Under current legislation, the board is
obliged to respond to an application to transfer
a licence-section 320-held in partnership
even where a member of the partnership op-
poses the application. To overcome problems
which have arisen in this regard. provision is
made for the authorisation of all members of a
partnership or association of persons holding a
licence to be required, when making an appli-
cation. to transfer the licence.

In Order 1o facilitate the board's ability to
forecast levels of egg production, current legis-
lation requires persons selling chickens or
pullets to producers to notify the board. The
board will be able more effectively to forecast
production if provision is made to require per-
sons selling adult fowls to notify the board.

Existing penalties for offenees against the Act
were established in 1975. These penalties have
been devalued by inflation and are no longer
considered appropriate. This amendment in-
creases penalties to realistic levels.

The board is not involved in the marketing
of duck eggs but reference to "ducks" and
"duck eggs" in the Act implies that the board is
marketing duck eggs. Deletion of reference to
"ducks" and "duck eggs" and the replacement
of "ducks" with the words "other prescribed

310



[Tuesday. 7 April 1987]31

species" clar ifies the situation and provides the
opportunity for the board 10 be involved in
duck egg miarketinjg ifit is required.

The maximum number of fowls which any
person may be licensed to keep is prescribed by
regulation. To equate supply and demand, it
has become necessary for the board to adjust
licensed bird numbers at intervals each year.
This requires repeated adjustment or the maxi-
mum licence number. Provision is made for
variations in the maximum licence number to
be approved by the Minister on the
recommendations of the board instead of for-
mally prescribing and gazetting each variation.

A board charge is collected on each dozen
eggs delivered to the board or sold under per-
mit by producers to meet the costs of
administration, marketing and promoti.on.
Under this mechanism, producers can under-
state the number of eggs sold under permi t. or
sell eggs illegally. Policing is both difficult and
costly. Provision is made for the collection of
this money by a charge on licensed liens, which
will make evasion difficult and reduce board
administration costs.

Under the provisions of the new Financial
Administration and Audit Act, all statutory
authorities are required to end their Financial
year on 30 June unless specific legislation states
otherwise. The board uses an accounting
period based on 52-53 weeks in line with Com-
monwealth legislation which operates on Fort-
nightly returns on data supplied by the egg in-
dustry. Accordingly, this amendment provides
for a 52-53 week financial year.

Provision is made for the Minister to carry
out a review of the operation and effectiveness
of the Marketing of Eggs Act after Five years
from the coming into operation of the Market-
ing of Eggs Amendment Act.

In conjunction with amendments contained
in this Bill, specifically in relation to the
transfer of codes under the Agricultural
Products Act to the Marketing of Eggs Act, it is
necessary to amnend the Agricultural Products
Act 1929. so that this Act does not apply to
eggs.

None of the provisions of this Bill is regarded
as a major issue or is controversial in nature.
but collectively the amendments will allow the
board to function more effectively.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Crane.

STOCK (BRANDS AND MOVEMENT)
AMENDMENT BILL

Scond Reacting
MR GRILL (Esperanc-Dundas-Minister

for Agriculture) [2.39 pm]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Stock (Brands and Movement) Act pro-
vides for the registration and use of brands and
earmarks for Stock and to regulate the move-
ment of stock. Within the Act, stock refers to
cattle, sheep, horses, pigs and goats. The pur-
pose of the Act is to establish the ownership of
stock, to assist in the detection and prevention
of theft and to identify stock for the control of
disease. The Act is policed by officers of the
Police Department and inspectors of the De-
partment of Agricuilture.

Sections of the Act set out the individual
requirements for branding each species of
stock. In the case of pigs, a proprietor must
brand all pigs over 10 weeks of age before re-
moving those pigs from the property of origin.
Traditionally. most pigs were moved from
farms to saleyards where they were sold by auc-
tion. Those that were suitable for slaughter
were then moved to abattoirs. Currently. how-
ever. somec 70 per cent of slaughter pigs are
transported directly from the property of origin
to abattoirs. These pigs are identifiedl at the
point of receival and so are readily idenitifiable
for the purpose of ownership and disease
tracing. This obviates the need to brand the
pigs on the property of origin.

The Stock (Brands and Movement) Amend-
ment Bill renioves the compulsion to brand
pigs consigned directly from the property of
origin to slaughter. This amendment to the Act
has been supported by all sectors of the pig
industry as well as the police and the Depart-
nment of Agriculture.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Crane.

TOTALISATOR REGULATION
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Readingq

MRS BEGGS (Whitford-Minister
Racing and Gaming) [2.40 pm]: I move-

for

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill before the House is an attempt to re-
move an anomaly that has existed in the Total-
isator Regulation Act for many years. This
loophole permits juveniles to bet on
'1oncourse" totalisators that is, on racetracks.
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The Betting Control Act and the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act have the necessary
legislative controls to stop juveniles from bet-
ting. but there is no authority to stop juveniles
from bett ing on "oncourse" total isators.

The Western Australian Turf Club is aware
of the situation and has experienced periodic
problems. The Turf Club has attempted to
combat the problem by drawing to the atten-
lion of all clubs the anomaly in the Act and
requesting them to prohibit juvenile betting.

However, this strategy has not been
altogether successful as letters of complaint
have been received by the Police Department
regarding betting byjuveniles at racetracks.

I believe that it is necessary to take corrective
action to stop juveniles from betting on
"~oncourse totalisators".

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Lightfoot.

BETTING CONTROL AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MRS BEGGS (Whitford-Minister for
Racing and Gamning) [2.42 pm]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill deals in pant with the question of
agents acting in the place of bookmakers in
certain circumstances.

Under the present Act licensed bookmakers
must appear in person to enable him or her to
field on a particular race meeting. Bookmakers
have generally not been happy with this situ-
ation as it means that if they arc ill or away on
business or leave they cannot field because they
are not present in person. It is claimed that
bookmakers have a certain clientele and if, for
any one of the reasons already mentioned, they
cannot field at a particular meeting or meet-
ings, their clientele could- be lost to another
bookmaker, thus affecting their livelihood.

Clauses 9-15 of this Bill have been
introduced to overcome the problem faced by
bookmakers of having to appear in person. It
proposes that licensed agents should be permit-
ted to field on a particular meeting in place of
the licensed bookmaker under the following
conditions-

agents to hold a current bookmakers emn-
ployees certificate of authority issued by
the Betting Control Board:
bookmakers to advise the board of the
agent when renewing the annual licence;

the agent to operate under the same terms
and conditions pertaining to bookmakers
field ing at a meet i ng:

the bookmaker to be fully responsible for
actions of the agent relating to the conduct
of business:

the agent to be used as a substitute for the
bookmaker on account of sickness, leave
or special circumstance approved by the
principal club:

prior approval to be obtained from the
principal club for each and every occasion
on which the bookmaker wishes to use an
agent:, and

a prohibition on bookmakers being en-
gaged as agents for other bookmakers.

These conditions have been endorsed by the
WA Bookmakers Association.

A second element of this Bill deals with the
restructure and relocation of the Betting Con-
trol Board.

The Western Australian Government Func-
tional Review Committee which completed a
report on the functions and activities of the
Totalisator Agency Board drew attention to the
fact that the Betting Control Act, 1954, which
provides for the establishment of the Betting
Control Board to license "oncourse" book-
makers, is administered by the TAB which con-
trols the State's "o1Tcourse"' betting system.
The committee considered that in its present
format, there is the potential for a conflict of
interest, and recommended that the
administration of the Act be transferred to the
Office of Racing and Gaming.

The TAB was established in 1961 and the
placement of the Betting Control Board within
its ambit reflected the conditions at that time.
However, there has since been substantial
change in both social conditions and the
gaming environment.

The Office of Racing and Gaming was estab-
lished in 1984 under the Public Service Act, to
provide policy advice, coordination, and ad-
ministrative support to the Minister for Racing
and Gaming with respect to the racing, gaming
and liquor industries.

In view of these changes. and the fact that
there is a department established to handle all
matters associated with gaming, this Bill pro-
poses to give effect to the recommendations of
the Functional Review Committee.
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In essence, the Bill proposes that the Betting
Control Act. 1954 will, in future, be managed
by the Office of Racing and Gaming which will
provide the executive and secretarial assistance
required for its administration.

The expanded Belting Control Board will
consist of-

the Permanent Hcad of the Office of
Racing and Gaming;

an independent person who is not a mem-
ber of any of the following representative
organisat ions:

a person nominated by the
Australian Turf Club:

a person nominated by the
Australian Trotting Association:

Western

Western

a person nominated by the Western
Australian Greyhound Racing Association;
and.

a person nominated by the WA Book-
makers Association Inc.

The three new members of the board are the
Permanent Head of the Office of Racing and
Gaming, an independent member and a person
from the WA Bookmakers Association. They
replace the Chairman and the General Man-
ager of the TAB thus severing any links with
that organisation.

By appointment of the Minister, the Chair-
man of the new Betting Control Board shall be
either the Permanent Head of the Office of
Racing and Gaming or the independent mem-
ber.

A feature of this Bill is that it has a revi ew
clause. On I January 1991, and every five years
thereafter, the Minister charged with the
administration of the Act shall cause a review
to be conducted with regard to the attainment
of the purposes of the Act, its administration,
the effectiveness of the operation of the board
and the department administering the Act, -and
the need for continuation of the board. A re-
pon shall be prepared and tabled before both
Houses of Parliament as a result of each re-
view.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Lightfoot.

GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY BILL

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the pur-
poses of the Bill.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 2 April.

MR COWAN (Merredin-Leader of the
National Party) [2.48 pmj: In this debate, if
one assumes that the Governor's Address is
really an indication of those policies the
Government is going to implement in the
coming session-and I think that is correct-it
is appropriate for members of the Opposition
panies to examine those areas which the
Governor has addressed and make some com-
ment about how they fit with their policy, par-
ticularly that of my party.

One of the areas on which the Governor has
commented is the matter of reform of the Pub-
lic Service. The Government made a claim that
it has cut the number of public servants by
three pcr cent, or will do so by I July which was
its target date. My question about that policy is
not so much whether it is right or wrong-I can
assure the House that the National Party sup-
ports very strongly any objective or policy
which will reduce the number of State public
servants-but rather that some responsibility
must attach to that objective, particularly for
people who live in country areas; they question
whether the area of public service that is being
reduced is the correct one. They ask: Is the cut
being applied at the area of public contact, or is
it being applied in administration?

All too often, particularly in relation to those
essential services which are being provided in
country areas, one can only reach the con-
clusion that the cuts in country areas relate
specifically to those people who have contact
with the public and are providing essential ser-
vices, rather than to those people who are merely
involved in administration generally in a ccii-
tralised area, whether a large provincial town or
the metropolitan area itself.

I suppose the best example of that
the recent fight about a reduction in
ber of public servants in the

would be
the num-
Western

313



314 [ASSE MBLY)

Australian Water Authority and an attempt to
regionalise that staff. It has become very clear
that the Government's policy of regionalisation
is to shift people away front the district offices
in the smaller towns such as Merredin and
Narrogin. for example, to regional offices. That
will be of no benefit to the users of that essen-
tial service.

Clearly, while my party strongly supports the
reduction of the Public Service by three per
cent and hopes that the Government can
achieve that objective by I July, that policy
also has responsibilities attached to it. As I
said, it is essential that numbers are reduced in
administrative areas .ind not in public contact
areas.

At this stage. also. I wish to touch upon the
matter of tentire of'employment for public ser-
vants. Everyone knows that public servants en-
joy permanent employment, a situation which
applies in no other enterprise. We therefore
applaud the Government in its efforts to make
senior public servants, particularly. responsible
for the decisions they make and for the integ-
rity and honesty thiey exhibit while holding
those positions. The Government will be able
to dismiss thenm if they do not carry out their
tasks properly.

Of late. the Government has been giving jobs
to people on a contractual basis rather than by
employing them as public servants. A problem
that can be associated with that is the problem
of cronyism. In Western Australia in the last 12
to 18 months people have been appointed to
positions, not because they hold the necessary
qualifications to carry out that job, but because
they are supporters of the Government party or
are good friends of particular Ministers. That
position should be avoided if we are to move
away from permanent employment for senior
public servants to a contractual system. It is
important that the contract employee is well-
qualified for the task he is to carry out and is
not a crony of the Government.

Another area in which the Government is
making the correct move is in the field of edu-
cation by forming the new Ministry of Edu-
cation. Clearly the Government is being very
positive on this issue and this approach should
be extended right across the public sector.
Although some people have voiced their con-
cern about the Government's efforts in this re-
spect, those criticisms relate largely to what oc-
curs in Victoria and a hope that it will not occur
in Western Australia. The Minister should be
able to guarantee the public that we will not ex.

perience many of the anomalies and pitfalls that
occur in Victoria. The strong unionism that
exists within the teaching fraternity in Victoria
does not exist in Western Australia and that
strong unionism is making it very difficult for
the plan to be implemented in Victoria.

The National Party feels that the Govern-
ment's attempts to remove the top-heavy.
centralised administrative area of the Edu-
cation Department should be applauded. We
will always support that sort of policy and hope
that by providing that support to the Govern-
ment. the people of Western Australia will
always be informed about what is happening
and what the benefits will be to them.

I am disappointed that the Liberal Party
adopted the position it did on this issue. I
would have thought that its general philosophy
would allow it to encourage the Government to
decentralise the education system by
transferring power away from the central ad-
ministrative body to the schools. It should then
have had an input into ensuring that the
Government reduced the number of senior ad-
ministrative staff in that department.

At this time I should also mention the
National Party's support for the Government's
intention to increase the staff of the Police
Force. However, it is important that we not
forget that the function of the Police Force is
not so much to ensure that law and order is
applied to everybody, but that it applies to
those who do not apply it to themselves. We
should be considering not only increasing
police numbers, but also the increase in viol-
ations of law and order, particularly in relation
to petty crimes Such as those committed
against property and people. I have no nmisgiv-
ings about the Police Department's approach
to enforcing traffic legislation. However, the
same effort should be expended in combating
crime against property and persons. All too
often we hear of people whose property has
been vandalised being told by the police that
they are sorry but they cannot do anything
about it. Perhaps there is an open file in the
Police Department relating to such crimes, be-
cause nothing ever seems to be done to pursue
the perpetrators of such crimes.

The same arguments apply in relation to the
lawlessness of certain people. I do not want to
be branded a racist, but one of the major prob-
lemis in my area is the lawvlessness of somec
members of Aboriginal communitie& Very
often, no action is taken by the police against
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those people for one of two reasons: Firstly. the
police stations in those areas are totally
understaffed and officers are not able to inter-
vene in brawls: or, secondly, they consider
there is no point in becoming involved in the
brawls and making arrests when, the next day,
the Aboriginal Legal Service is able to have the
offenders acquitted of any charges laid against
them. Clearly. we cannot applaud the intention
to increase the numbers in the Police Force if
we are not prepared to look at some of the
social issues which created the additional work
being carried out by the force.

it is time we went back to traditional family
values and made parents responsible for the
conduct of their children. Much of the crime
against property is caused by juveniles who, on
perhaps one night of blatant vandalism, cause
an enormous amount of damage to property.
Of course. we must also make sure that people
are made aware that they are responsible for
their actions and if they are charged for an
offence they will suffer the appropriate penalty.
That does not appear to be happening at the
moment.

In the main the National Party supports the
Governor's Speech, but I will refer now to
those areas of the Speech in which I was very
disappointed.

My greatcst disappointment was the tack of
reference to what is happening in rural Western
Australia. The sum total of reference to rural
Western Australia was contained in just two
very short paragraphs. One paragraph related
to the Government's decision to redirect the
role of the Department of Agriculture not only
into research, but also into extension work.
Naturally, I support that proposition because
for far too long we have been in a position
where because agriculture as a whole consists of
a lot of people merely producing the product.
unlike very large companies, it does not have
any vertical integration. We have had to rely
very heavily on the Department of Agriculture
to tell people not only how to produce a
product. but also how to package and prepare
it, where the markets are, what they can expect
and how they should gear themselves for that
market.

The Department of Agriculture should have
been doing this through its extension work. In-
deed it has been trying to do it. but through the
former Director of Agriculture. Noel
Fitzpatrick. much of the department's empha-
sis has been on research. Only recently greater
emphasis has been placed on the department's
extension work.

The sole reference in the Governor's Speech
to what is happening to the rural economy of'
Western Australia consisted of the following
very small paragraph-

The gross value of Western Australia's
rural production is estimated to reach
$2 483 million this financial year
compared with $2 215 million in 1985-86.
It is the second highest aggregate recorded.

That does not in any way indicate what is
happening in country Western Australia. If
members of the public were to read that para-
graph they would assume that agriculture, the
primary industry in rural Western Australia,
has in fact recovered. That is far from the
truth. There are still far too many people
involved in agriculture who are relying on the
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation of
Western Australia for funding for this financial
year. It is immaterial whether it is funding for
operating finance or funding to assist farmers
in alleviating their hard-core debts. The fact of
the matter is that there are too many farmers
who find themselves still seeking assistance
from a lender of the last resort.

Since the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation began operating under the new
Act it has improved its performance and its
performance is still improving. I was very
pleased to hear the Minister for Agriculture's
response to me last week when he said that the
corporation's intention for the coming year was
to appropriate the majority of its funding
towards interest rate subsidies as opposed to
creating new money to the farming community.

The corporation has well in excess of $100
million already out on loan to people involved
in agriculture and rather than lend more money
to those people it will, in recognising that the
interest rate is the greatest single problem in
agriculture, assist a greater number of people to
ride out these particularly hard times when
commodity prices are only now just starting to
show a slight increase.

The Government can assist the rural com-
munity in other ways: I refer specifically to the
question of transport. It has been estimated
that up to 30 per cent of a farmer's gross in-
come is expended on freight and like charges.
One of the principle reasons for the very sig-
nificant increase in freight costs was the de-
cision made not only by this Government. but
also by the previous Government. to reduce
Westrail's annual deficit to make it a more
profitable operating concern. It did it in two
ways: First, it removed Westrail from all those
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areas in which it had an obligation to carry
freight and it parcelled off those obligations,
particularly in relation to less-than-container-
load freight. to othcr people. Initially. it
transferred the less-than-container-load freight
to Total Western Transport and then to any
private individual who wanted to undertake
that task. Westrail concentrated on bulk traffic.
The National Party does not have any diffi-
culty with that direction, but one of the prob-
lems is that when Westrail was looking at bulk
traffic it decided it had to recover extra funds
from the people using the system.

Unfortunately for the farming community.
particularly the wheat growers, most of the
bulk traffic is locked into a contractual system.
Westrail could not obtain extra income from its
alumina traffic or its bauxite traffic: it could get
extra income only from agriculture. Jt came as
very little surprise to people like me to note
that the grain industry has experienced the
greatest escalation in freight charges. Quite
clearly, there must be some attempt by the
Government to address that problem.

Two contracts have been written between
Westrail and representatives of the grain pro-
ducers. In each case the contract has not
worked. Something must be done long before
the 1987-88 harvest because if nothing is done
exactly the same situation which occurred in
the last three seasons prior to harvest will re-
cur: that is. an all-out battle between the
Government. Westrail. and representatives of
the farming industry over the freight rate to
apply. All that will occur is a continuation of
the trend to transport grain by road which, in
my view, is detrimental first, to Western
Australia's roads and secondly, to Westrail be-
cause it loses a proportion of traffic which
should be quite profitable to it.

The Government must look towards some
change to its policy in relation to Westrail. If
the Government is to make any comparisons.
the best comparison is that between Transperth
and Westrail.

In its attempt to reduce its operating losses
Westrail has shaved as much as it possibly can
off its staff and its operations, and all that it
has been left with is the bulk traffic. In those
areas of bulk traffic in which it can increase its
charges it has done so and it has been success-
ful in reducing its overall losses and keeping
them maintained at a reasonable level.

I point out that Westrail's deficit for the last
seven or eight years has not shifted very much

from the $50 million mark. If members com-
pare Westrail with Transperih they will find
two different sets of circumstances.

The Government has told Westrail that its
deficit will have to be pegged at a certain level.
However, the total amount of funding from the
State Government to Transperth this year was
in excess of $86 million. An amount of $44.5
million came from the Transport Trust Fund
and $41.5 million came from concessional
funding that the Government makes up for
pensioner fares and things of that nature. Why
is it that this Government is prepared to offer
Transperth an increase in the deficit that it can
run up, but has told the country arm of the
public transport service. Westrail. that its defi-
cit must be pegged at a set figure? In view of
the fact that the Figure of $50-odd million con-
sists of about $40 million in interest on past
debts, it is clear that Westrail is being
viclimised. As a consequence, the people who
use Westrail are being seriously discriminated
against by this Government.

I have already referred to the other area in
which this Government's policy needs to be
closely examined: that is, the attcempted
regionalising of many of the essential services
in this State. Recently we saw an attempt by
the Water Authority of Western Australia to
regionalise its operations in most of the provin-
cial centres of Western Australia: Albany,
Bunbury. Geraldton. Karratha, Kalgoorlie and
Northam. The total effect of this
regional isat ion-with the exception of the
Bunbury region-was to transfer staff from dis-
trict offices and put them into the regional
areas.

Mr Carr: No. there was no transfer from
small towns to regional centres. There was a
transfer of staff from the city to those centres.

M rCOWAN: I will rephrase that. As I under-
stand it. the recommendation that was put to
the Government was that there should be a
transfer of Water Authority staff from district
offices into the regional centres. l am not aware
of any metropolitan-based employee being
transferred to any other position, other than to
Bunbury.

Mr Carr: It is happening.
positions have been advertised.

I think the

Mr COWAN: I have not seen it happen. I
know that the Minister for Water Resources-I
thank him for this-issued a directive to his
department that there would be no staff losses
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from the various district offices. Nevertheless.
we still have the threat of such action being
taken in the future because undoubtedly the
regionalisation programme is still in place. At
some stage or another all of the district offices
will lose those staff members who were initially
designated as those to be transferred to the re-
gional office. The Minister for Regional Devel-
opment can shake his head as much as he likes.
but it is inevitable. Unless there is some change
in the regionalisauion initiative that the
Government has undertaken, those staff mem-
bers over a period will find themselves
appointed to the various towns that I have
talked about, at the expense of the district
offices. There is no question of that.

As if the regidnalisation programme within
the Water Authority were not enough, we have
already seen a rationalisation of staff within
Westrail which has lead to serious losses of
staff in country areas. However, in the main
people have begrudgingly accepted that situ-
ation, because there has to be a rationalisation
of staff wherever costs and charges are d Irectly
attributed to the user, as they are in Westrail.

I am intrigued by the current internal review
of the Main Roads Department. As I under-
stand it the Main Roads Department is respon-
sible for the construction and maintenance of
roads. nothing else. It has very little to do with
the number of people in a particular area: it is
based purely and simply on the number of kilo-
metres of roads that the department or that
division of the department has to service.
Nevertheless, we find that divisions within the
Main Roads Department such as Moora and
Narrogin are now under serious threat because
of an internal review.

Mr Peter Dowding: They are not under the
threat of an internal review at all. Their func-
tions are being looked at.

Mr COWAN: There is always some
substance to rumours and things heard through
the grapevine, and Narrogin and Moora have
been advised that the intention of the internal
review is to see whether those two divisions of
the Main Roads Department can be absorbed
by other divisions, for example, Albany and
Bunbury in the case of Narrogin and Northam
in the case of Moora. That happens to be a fact,
and the Minister cannot deny it.

Mr Peter Dowding: I can deny it.

Mr COWAN: Can the Minister give me a
guarantee that there will be no change in the
staff numbers at Narrogin and Moora?

IMr Peter Dowding: Of course, I cannot. But
this is not a review designed to take anything
away. The review is designed to look at what is
happening and to make a judgment about what
'is best, that is all.

Mr COWAN: I will be the first person to
write and congratulate the Minister if he tells
me that Narrogin and Moora. because of their
workload, need to have their staff numbers
increased. I do not think that that will happen,
but I will be delighted if it does. It annoys me
that a body which is responsible for road main-
tenance and construction and which, because
of the changing attitudes to the use of transport
modes in this State has become more import-
ant, is now the subject of an internal review.
That indicates to me that the Government has
its priorities wrong.

Mr Peter Dowding: Don't you want ef-
ficiency?

Mr COWAN: I am quite happy for the de-
partment to be efficient, but I point out that
the roads are in the bush. That is where the
staff should be

I refer now to small rural businesses. For
quite some time now we have been pressing the
Minister for Small Business to release and pub-
lish yet another internal report into rural small
businesses. The report has never been
published. It is time that it was published. It is
time that the Government gave some meaning-
ful assistance to those people in small
businesses who are in serious trouble because
of very high interest rates.

MRS HENDERSON (Gosnells) [3.18 pm]: I
address my remarks this afternoon in the Ad-
dress-in-Reply debate to the question of retire-
ment villages. I preface my comments by
.noting a fact that has been mentioned by many
people: namely, that Australia's population is
very rapidly ageing. Currently. I15 per cent of
our population is aged over 60 and that per-
centage is increasing each year. Western
Australia is one of the relatively younger States.
but even so it is experiencing the same
burgeoning in the number of elderly people. It
has been estimated that between now and 1996
one-third more people in our population will be
aged more than 65. By 1996 there should be
some 170000 people aged 65 and older. This
population is often referred to as the "Grey
Power" of the fuiture.

The previous response in Australia to the
increasing ageing of our population has been to
provide even more nursing home beds. Many
people will have heard Western Australia re-
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ferred to as having the largest concentration of
nursing home beds of any Western country.
This institutional response has resulted in an
average of$l 1000 million being allocated every
year for nursing home beds. These nursing
home beds serve only about four per cent of
our population in that age bracket, so that
more than 90 per cent of those elderly folk do
not receive any benefit from the funds that are
expended in that direction.

It is pleasing to note that there is a swing
away from that institutional approach. The
aged are certainly making their desires more
strongly heard. They wish to remain indepen-
dent and active in their own homes for as long
as they possibly can.

It is my belief, and the Government has cer-
tainly taken action in this area, that more funds
should be made available to do this. For
example. reports have shown that between 10
and 25 per cent of all people in nursing homes
do not need that level of care. Therefore, up to
one-quarter of all residents of nursing homnes-
which are a very expensive form of insti-
tutional care-do not need to be in those sorts
of institutions.

There has also been the problem of unequal
distribution of nursing homes in the city and
the country, and also those in the inner suburbs
compared with those in the outer metropolitan
area. This reflects the fact that elderly people
are more concentrated in inner suburban areas
where they have traditionally lived, but as the
population in outer areas ages the situation
needs to be balanced and addressed.

Nursing home beds in Australia outnumber
hostel beds by two to one and the Federal
Government has embarked on a positive
scheme to reverse that ratio in the next 10
years. I commend it for that move. It is looking
towards the voluntary sector to provide more
hostel bed accommodation for the elderly.

Interestingly, since 1973 money spent on
nursing home beds has increased by 600 per
cent while the CPI has increased by 233 per
cent and average weekly earnings by 308 per
cent. That is. the amount of money spent on
nursing home beds has been more than double
the inflation rate-

Mr Watt: When was that assessed?
Mrs HENDERSON: From 1973 until the

present. With the projected increase in the
population over 65 years of age. there is no way
our country's economy can afford to sustain
that rate of increase of more than double the
inflation rate.

Mr Bradshaw: This was caused by Govern-
ment involvement enforcing new regulations
on these nursing homes.

Mrs HENDERSON: I was not saying the
fault was with nursing homes but with an ap-
proach by society towards institutional care.
and while improved standards cause increased
costs, I do not think anyone would argue that
we should abandon standards.

However, it is recognised that there is a need
for greater assessment of standards of nursing
homes, more hostel accommodation and, more
importantly, more funds to be made available
to assist people who are elderly and want to
remain at home and independent. That is quite
a logical development because it is the most
economical use of resources. Most elderly
people prefer to remain independent and to
stay in the familiar surroundings of their own
home, amongst t heir friends for as long as poss-
ible. With the minimum of assistance many
elderly folk can be assisted to remain at home
and this kind of scheme has resulted in the
home and community care programme, which is
community based and State and Federal Gov-
ernment. sponsored. it has resulted in networks
of volunteers who provide services ranging from
delivery of meats, home and garden mainten-
ance, transport for medical appointments, and
shopping assistance, as well as respite care for
those who take care of the elderly folk who are
more frail. I commend the programme and I
think the funds allocated to it will be extremely
well spent and benefit the community
enormously.

Interestingly, the network of volunteers who
provide these services are themselves in many
cases quite elderly. The other development
which has assisted elderly people to remain at
home is the establishment of day-care centres
at regional hospitals where people can get res-
pite care.

These are the introductory comments to the
main point I wish to make which relates 1o the
question of retirement villages. As a result of a
change from institutional care and nursi ng
homes, coupled with an increasing number of
people passing the age of 55 years. more and
more people arc showing an interest in retire-
ment villages. More and more private
companies are taking up that opening in the
marketplace to provide retirement villages for
people. Several different schemes are in exist-
enice and although a wide range is available, the
schemes can be classified into three or four
different kinds.
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The most common is where a person spends
an amount from as low as $30 000 to as much
as $70000 or $100000 to purchase a unit.
These are called resident purchased units but.
in fact. the units are not purchased at all. The
person does not have a title to the land and he
or she is normally required to make an ingoing
non-refundable donation of between $8 000
and $10000. Those are the most common
amounts asked for.

When people purchase these units they are
often under the impression that they are pur-
chasing the right to live in the unit for the rest
of their lives. It is of concern to me that, in fact.
as they have no title to the land many do not
fully understand or have complete information
about the circumstances in which they can be
asked to leave the units. Usually a person living
in such a unit also pays a weekly maintenance
charge of between $14 and $20. This money is
specifically set aside to maintain the gardens.
paths, and external buildings and to employ
staff to maintain recreational facilities such as
swimming pools, bowling greens and recreation
halls. Sometimes money is used on other
things, such as council rates and water rates, if
the complex is a private organisation as opposed
to a charitable organisation.

Most of the people going into retirement vil-
lages sell their own houses before doing so.
They sell the most valuable asset they have and
they put their life savings into purchasing a
unit. They generally do so because they want
the lifestyle that is offered-the security
provided by that kind of village arrangement of
housing-to be maintlenance-free and for
someone else to take care of the gardens, paths
and surroundings. and they are attracted by the
facilities, particularly recreational and commu-
nal facilities, offered.

Many of the villages also have a back-up
system whereby the residents have a 24-hour
call button service and if they press a button in
the unit someone will come to their aid to see
what help they need. The residents also have a
measure of independence, something most
people want.

However, one aspect needs to be closely
looked at: When these people pay for the units.
as opposed to purchasing a home, they are, in
fact, giving an i nterest-free loan to the owner of
the village. Despite the fact that the unit in-
creases in value while the people are resident
there, often no end of conditions apply if they
leave. If people sink the proceeds of the sale of
their house into buying a unit and, perhaps
after a few years. discover that their lives are

too confined or restricted and they want to
move elsewhere, two things may happen: First,
they get back exactly the amount they orig-
inally put in: but in the meantime any
equivalent unit will have increased by the fac-
tor of inflation which means the money they
get back will not be sufficient to buy a unit of
equivalent value to the unit relinquished.

Alternatively, some villages revalue the unit
and if people decide to leave they get the value
of the unit less an amount of two per cent or
2.5 per cent a year for up to a maximum of 10
years. depending on how long they have lived
in the retirement village. If the people have
lived in the village for 10 years and decide to
move somewhere else because they would like a
different lifestyle or wish to go into a hostel.
they often find that a quarter of the value of the
unit they have purchased is deducted from the
amount they are entitled to when leaving.

Generally stringent conditions are also ap-
plied as to whom the unit can be sold. In
fact, such people are not selling the unit, be-
cause they do not own it: they are transferring
their interest-free loan to someone else.

Mr Court: There are good reasons for those
restrictions in the aged villages. I inspected one
on Sunday with the member for Cottesloe and
the people get 80 per cent of the current market
value back when they leave: the reason was
they needed control over who the units were
sold to.

Mrs HENDERSON: I will come to that in a
moment. That certainly is the reason strata
titling is not common because it is difficult to
put an interest on a strata title which states that
the only people who can purchase the unit are
those aged 55 years plus.

Mr Court: When you say 60 years of age, you
find people tend to have different needs.

Mrs HENDERSON: I do not dispute that.
One of the attractions of the villages is pre-
cisely that. People want an environment where
they know the residents have been fully
screened: they are over 55, which is the general
standard.

We also need to be concerned about these
persons who discover at some stage, for what-
ever reason it may be, that they want to get out.
We must protect their interests. Although it is
most common for people to live within three to
five miles of where they previously lived, some
go to the opposite extreme. If they have lived in
the hills they might go for the beach. They live
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there for a while and then decide they do not
like it: they miss their friends. their familiar
surroundings, and they decide to move back.

It is at that stage that they experience diffi-
culty, because what they get back for the unit is
much less than its value. One can question why
the developers should have the right to with-
hold the extra money. Generally it goes into a
fund which is used to build more units, but
ultimately all these units are paid for at the new
value by the incoming residents.

I was looking at a prospectus for a retirement
village which quoted that a person might pur-
chase a unit for $112 400. and if that person
left after seven years. he or she would get back
only $82 450. Not only are these people getting
back less than the value of their units, but
ultimately the price of all the alternative ac-
commodation that they might wish to purchase
has also risen.

If the elderly person moves elsewhere, or
goes into a hostel, what about the relatives?
What if the person wants to leave the unit to a
relative as a token of esteem? Are the owners or
managers of the village entitled to take up to
one-quanier of the value of the unit which
would otherwise have gone to the relatives?

The reason this arises is that most people.when they reach that age, are rich in assets but
poor in income. As a result of converting their
assets, they are able to live at a certain level.
surrounded by comfortable and enjoyable fa-
cilities. They have convented their assets into a
form of income. However, it is my belief that
people over 60 are more vulnerable than others
and require safeguards.

The second type of retirement village in-
volves a form of title where a person purchases
a package of shares'in the company, and that
package is roughly equivalent to the value of
the unit. Later that person can resell that unit
with capital appreciation. and his security is
spelt out in the articles of association of' the
company. However, one problem associated
with that is that if the company were to fail, the
person who purchased a packet of shares would
bear the cost-or some of it-of the failed
venture.

The third type relates to strata title. The per-
son has legal ownership of the land on which
the unit is constructed and is then responsible
for the maintenance of the unit, and is able to
resell it. Technically. no provisions can be
placed on the title, but I think these contracts
and agreements are usually entered into so that

the units cannot be sold to someone aged 25 or
whatever they must be sold to people who fit
the guidelines for the village.

There is no doubt that strata titles give the
greatest degree of security. The concern I am
expressing is not that these arrangements exist.
but that it is absolutely essential that people
going into retirement villages be given all
the details and information possible so that
they fully understand exactly what their title is;
exactly what they are purchasing. It is my belief
that many people are misled to some extent by
the term "resident funded." or "resident pur-
chased unit" when in fact they are not really
purchasing anything at all.

Another area we need to look at closely is the
whole question of information. People going
into retirement villages are given very glossy
and attractive brochures setting out the ben-
efits of living in the village. There is no doubt
there are many benefits for many people. How-
ever, information should be made available to
enable people to ascertain quickly if they need
a medical certificate to get in, and if they have
to provide a medical history to qualify. If they
do. to whom is it to be available once they are
living there? Under what circumstances can
they be designated no longer able to look after
themselves? In other words, when can they be
asked to move into a hostel or out of the village
because it has been decided they are no longer
able to cope by themselves?

Is this to be decided by their own doctor, or
by a panel of two or more doctors, one
nominated by the resident, or a single doctor
nominated by the management of the village?
That should be made clear to the person when
he moves in.

These people need to understand what the
emergency call system entails. This is a very
attractive incentive to people moving into
these villages. They need to know what will
happen when they press the button. Who is
likely to come? Do they have a choice? Can
they ask for their own doctor? If they are sent
to a hospital, where do they go? Are they taken
to the nearest hospital, or if they do not have
private health insurance would they be taken to
the nearest Government hospital? Do they
need to make sure they have private health
insurance before moving in?

I am sure we all know many elderly people
become very attached to their animals. They
can become their closest companions. How
many elderly people ask if they can take their
pets into these villages?
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Often another major incentive is the avail-
ability of a communal dining room where these
people can have their meals prepared. How
many know if they can take friends into the
dining room, or indeed, if they can have friends
stay with them in their units?

If. for whatever reason, they leave the unit-
say they are put into hospital-for how long
can they stay away from the unit before the
management can relet the unit and decide they
are no longer able to live in the village?

Many elderly people do not know the
answers to these questions, and at the time of
starting off they may not think of asking them.
If. for example. a friend stays for a month or
two, can that person be charged rent?

Many of these villages have a hostel as the
next stage so that the residents can progress
from a unit to a hostel. That raises the question
of at what stage they move into the hostel if
there is any dispute about it. Another question
is. what sort of facilities could a hostel be
reasonably expected to provide?

Recreational facilities are an enormous in-
centive for people going into these villages. In-
formation should be provided about limi-
tations and the use of these facilities. Can they
have friends to play bowls? Are any costs
associated with them? How close is the nearest
public transport? What happens when they go
away on holiday for a month or two? Who
looks after the unit? For how long can they be
absent before action is taken in terms of
reletting the unit?

What about Structural modifications to the
unit? What if the person becomes increasingly
frail and wants to put rails in the bathroom, or
perhaps change the entry and exit to the build-
ing? Are they entitled to put awnings over the
windows, and put air-conditioners into the
units? These are the sorts of questions people
do not ask and the information is not provided.
It is only when they have invested all their
savings and assets in the new unit that they
might discover they cannot even install an air-
conditioner without the approval of the man-
agement body. which might say, "We think it is

-unsightly. you can install only a certain kind.
which must not sit on the ouside wall."

So my first point relates to finance, and my
second to information which people should be
given when they look at going into a retirement
village.

Another bone of contention is the mainteen-
ance fee. Maintenance fees are set to cover
maintenance of the grounds and so on, but
(11)~

many residents receive no financial infor-
mation whatsoever. How are these fees estab-
lished? Or what basis are they increased? Who
determines when they are increased? These
people often see no financial statements at all
in relation to the village.

It is important to consider the amount of
information that developers should provide to
a resident who has purchased a share in a vil-
lage. They should be entitled to see details of
the financial statements and the general situ-
ation of the village. The village may start to
change. There may be a proposal to increase
the village from 100 units to 300 units. Should
the residents have any say if they moved in on
the understanding that it was to be a relatively
small village? What if land is purchased nearby
or the village is extended to such an extent that
it changes its character? To what extent do the
residents have a say in that?

All these matters relate to the input the resi-
dents have into the running of the village. This
varies enormously between different villages.
Some villages have resident committees and
others have representatives sitting on the board
but others again have none and the residents
have no input whatsoever. They find it difficult
to get information about the future plans for
the village and the financial situation of the
village.

I refer to the situation in other States.
Victoria led the way by legislating. There had
been some very unfortunate situations in
Victoria where retirement villages had been es-
tablished by people whose Financial expertise
was nut as good as one would have hoped.
Some of these retirement villages went broke
and some people who had sold their houses and
invested their savings in a unit found, when the
retirement village went broke, that they were
left with nothing. The title of the land rested
with the developer and they had nothing more
than an interest-free loan which they gave to
that body for the right to live in a unit.

The Victorian Government moved to legis-
late to control who could own and operate re-
tirement villages, and this is mainly related to
the honesty and integrity of the people setting
up such villages. ItI legislated to make sure there
was no misrepresentation of the village in
terms of what incoming residents, could ex-
pect. For example, people were not given the
impression they were actually purchasing a unit
when, in fact, they were only giving an interest-
free loan or effectively receiving a leasehold.
The Government sought to ensure that resi-
dents had the right to have some say in the
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general running of the village. There is pro-
vision for residents to call meetings, raise
issues and generally have a say.

The Victorian Government provided that
where there is single title to the land-not a
strata title-that land is to be designated for a
retirement village so that if. at any future stage
the land changed hands, the person purchasing
the land would see on the title that it was a
retirement village and therefore covered under
the Act. In other words, the legislation was to
protect the security of tenure of the residents so
that someone could not purchase the land and
say. "Okay. we have changed our minds, we are
going to make this a health farm: out you go
because we are going to change the character of
this place and use it for a completely different
purpose.

A number of people complained about that
situation and said that in putting something on
the title it would make it more difficult to raise
finance through banks because banks are fairly
traditional, conservative institutions.- I think
the Government moved in the right direction
in terms of ensuring that people who had sunk
their life savings into something could reason-
ably expect to live in it for the rest of their lives
and would be able to do so without worrying
about whether the company could go broke.
which would make their position very precari-
ous.

Mr Court: Have any retirement villages gone
broke in Western Australia?

Mrs HENDERSON: I do not know of any. I
do not know that these problems have
manifested themselves in Western Australia.
We are a step behind the other States, i n terms
of the number of retirement villages which
have developed.

Mr Court: I have quite a lot in my electorate
and they are all very well established and well
run, and have slightly different systems. You
are quite right. You have explained how they
all work and they all have variations, but I do
not know of any problems in my electorate.

Mrs HENDERSON: At the moment, the vast
majority arc run by charitable institutions and
church-based bodies. There are some private
villages but there is no doubt that as the ageing
population increases there will be a greater in-
centive for developers to look at this as a way
of making money. It is better to make sure we
have covered all possibilities.

There is also a
Victorian legislation
given information 21

requirement under the
that residents should be
days before t hey sign t he

contract relating to many of the questions I
have raised. It provides for what happens to the
remaining partner in the event of one partner
dying: what their rights are in terms of remain-
ing in the village, especially where one partner
is under 55 years of age. That sort of infor-
mation must be given to the incoming resident
by law. If it is not given, the person's contract
can be rescinded within six months of his
signing the contract

Mr Mensaros: Similar to a hire purchase ar-
rangement.

Mrs HENDERSON: Yes, it is exactly the
same. There is a three-day cooling-off period in
the same way as a hire purchase arrangement.

Vi ctoria provides legislation to prevent un-
desirable marketing techniques which tend to
mislead.

Generally, we need also to look at com-
munity issues. Shotuld there be any controls
over where these villages are established? Most
people would agree that people who live in
these villages should be encouraged to remain
pant of the general community. They should be
encouraged to use the local library and public
transport, and be part of the neighbourhood in
which they live.

I refer to the amount of strain these villages
can place on a local municipality in terms of
the demands they make for facilities. For
example, if the villages are all built in one par-
ticular area and the residents all join the local
library or are entitled to meals on wheels and
other facilities provided by the local authority.
what control should there be in relation to the
use of those support services? On the other
hand,' it may be important to designate that
these institutions be built close to those facili-
ties. They should be near doctors, chemists,
shopping centres, and libraries, and not in
areas where the terrain is hilly and it is difficult
for these elderly citizens to be integrated into
the local community.

I think we should look very closely at the
emerging issue of retirement villages. We
should look at those which currently exist,
where they are located, and whether they are
distributed throughout the metropolitan area
or the State. because research quite
unequivocally shows that older people prefer to
remain independent and as close as possible to
the area in which they have lived throughout
their lives.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [3.48 pm]: This
is the fourth time in sequence that I have had
to speak to the Address-in-Reply debate from
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the Opposition benches. It is not an uplifting
feeling but nevertheless, contrary to some of
my colleagues. 1 do not mind being in Oppo-
sision for the simple reason that I do believe in
the system.

I believe there is a necessity for an Oppo-
sition and occasionally we have to spend time
on both sides of the House. However. I am
upset to see that the present Government is
using its position-partly its discretional
power. partly its majority in this Parliament-
to change the system of which I so much ap-
prove.

It has set out in various ways to change the
Westminster system which we all appear to
praise, some by lip-service and some very genu-
inely. I do not think previous Labor Govern-
ments endeavoured to make these changes.
They tried to advance their own causes within
the system itself. But this Government bends
the written and traditional rules by making
changes to the system in order, in various ways,
to achieve a political purpose.

The Government uses many methods but I
will deal particularly with two that I have
observed it using. The first of the two drastic
methods on which the Government has
embarked is to endeavour to have less and less
accountability in the Parliament. The second is
to politicise what is left of the Public Service
proper.

It cannot be denied that this is occurring and
the worst feature of these two methods is the
public perception not only of jobs for the boys
or girls but also of cronyism. graft, bribery and
corruption. I am not equipped to investigate
individual cases, hence 1 will not make any
individual allegation, but the public perception
is there. Perhaps the worst feature of it is that
this perception is mostly not even denied by
the Government, and I will prove this in a
moment.

I will refer now to a recent article in the
Sunday Times concerning a serious allegation
about political cronies in State Government de-
partments. The article referred to a waste of
thousands of dollars of taxpayers' money where
highly paid consultants Were doing the work
which in %some cases could be done by public
servants. The Government might say that that
is not true, but it has not bothered to deny it
publicly.

Mr Pearce: It's not true.
Mr MENSAROS: I have niot seen where the

Government has denied it. A week later in the
same newspaper a confirming article appeared

restating the same story. Again there was no
denial. In this article 12 specific allegations
were made of individual cases. Again, I have
been unable to find where the allegations were
denied by the Government.

I refer now to a letter dated October 1986
and which was featured as a front letter to the
editor of The West Australian. The letter was
written by a previous Commissioner of Police.
so it cannot be dismissed very easily. He said
that he believed that an independent com-
mission against corruption should be instituted
in this State and he indicated that Hong Kong
seemed to have the answer. Again, as much as I
tried to scrutinise the Press for a response from
the Government. I found no denial of the
claims made.

This tack of denial by the Government helps
to consolidate this public perception I have
outlined, which is growing wider all the time.
That is a very sad thing.

When I came to this country 37 years ago I
found when looking at public life that it had
attached to it a cleanliness that was in stark
contrast to the customs in central and eastern
Europe and in North Africa. I did not know a
great deal of the system in Asian countries at
that time. Even in the United States, at county
level, one was aware that bribery and graft were
common. Public life here seemed to be clean.

Why was that so? It was the system that al-
lowed that, and it is that system that is now the
subject of change by this Government. ItI is that
change which brings about this ugly and dirty
reputation of cronyism, graft, bribery and cor-
ruption.

A direct result of this cronyism is that more
and more activities in public life are removed
from the scrutiny of Parliament. More and
more matters are being handed over by the
Government to Government agencies and
i nstrumentali ties which are not under the di-
rect responsibility of a Minister, who in turn is
responsible to Parliament. This situation is in-
creasing.

Quite a number of Government departments
have been abolished under this Government
and their activities given to independent
agencies. The Department of Tourism became
the Tourism Commission. The Town Planning
Department became the State Planning Com-
mission.

Mr Pearce: It is still responsible to me.
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Mr MENSAROS: Because of the limited
time I have available I wilt not respond to the
Ministcr's interjclions. He can respond to my
comments later.

The Public Works Department engineering
division became part of the Western Australian
Water Authority, a statutory authority. The
Public Works Department property section be-
came part of a body that is even further re-
moved fromt the Public Service, the Western
Australian Development Corporation. Most of
the activities of the Department of Industrial
Devlopment-one of the most vigorous and
successful departments we had-have been
given to the ill-famed Exim Corporation. The
functions of all these bodies are important but
they have been lifted out of the normal parlia-
mentary supervision previously applied to
them. Their revenue and direct expenditure are
not featured in the Budget and therefore are
not open to parliamentary scrutiny.

A certain feeling of pride was evident on the
Government side last week when our young.enthusiastic and quite talented friend the mem-
ber for Victoria Park very proudly included in
his Address-in-Reply speech a reference to the
fact that the Government had introduced 27
new statutory authorities during its time in
office. I wish he had the insight of experience
as I do and could have heard his predecessor.
who sat where the member for Mt Lawley sits,scolding the Brand Government for
introducing too many new statutory
authorities. I refer to Hon. Ron Davies. For
good measure at the time he said that the cre-
ation of statutory authorities went against the
democratic philosophy, whereas the member
for Victoria Park claimed this is in line with
social democracy. I suggest to the member for
Victoria Park that there is nothing to be proud
of in his Government's creation of those 27
new authorities.

HeI also seemed genuinely proud when he
spoke about the WADC's work in taking over
Landbank and making an inventory of proper-
ties owned by the Slate. With my experience-
which is criticised by some people, including the
Premier who, in a recent article, made an
unprovoked, snide remark about me. possibly
referring to my age-I can inform the member
for Victoria Park that there is nothing new in
the Landbank idea because before Labor came
to office I had sat on committees which had
considered the Landbank idea. However, we
would not have allowed a WADC to sell off

taxpayers' capital assets, then show the pro-
ceeds as a profit on properties for which it had
paid nothing to acquire.

All these steps reduce the accountability of
Government. The result is that we lose some of
the merits of our representative democracy. It
is these changes which create the public percep-
tion of corruption. Not only that, but also
ultimately the changes create corruption itself.

No society is more corrupt than the one
where there are insufficient checks and bal-
ances of the sort we have in this Parliament. As
a grown man, a practising solicitor, I experi-
enced the last days of Nazi Germany and I
experienced then the graft which was to be
found at virtually all levels of society. The same
thing is repeated under Communist rule. Tra-
ditionally Parliament is the true and absolute
check and balance. The more activities one re-
moves from parliamentary scrutiny the nearer
one approaches a dictatorship.

Many small signs are worthwhile indications
of the Government's embarking upon what I
call contempt of Parliament. In relation to that.
let us consider what happened with questions
on the first few days of this session. When we
were in government, many questions were
directed to the wrong Minister. The Minister
told the questioner that the question had been
wrongly directed to him and redirected it to his
colleague who immediately responded by
attempting to give an answer. Instead of
extending this courtesy to the questioner. Min-
isters in this Government have adopted the
tactic of removing anything that might be sub-
ject to parliamentary scrutiny from the Parlia-
ment and thereby lessening democracy by say-
ing that the question had been directed wrongly
to him and that it will be redirected to the
proper Minister who will respond in writing.
What then happens is that, under Standing Or-
ders, we are not given the opportunity to repeat
our question: the question is taken from the
public eye, and a reply is given in writing very
much later. According to this morning's Notice
Paper 286 questions have been asked so far, of
which 72 have not received a reply. A total of
25 per cent have received no response whatso-
ever. This never happened under previous
Governments, either Liberal or Labor, because
they had more respect for Parliament. This
Government believes it rules with a divine
right.

The Premier adopted the same tactics in the
first two days of this session. Of course, he has
the enormous advantage of having an excellent
vocabulary which he uses in "answering" Op-
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posit ion questions without in fact answering a
single one. Many observers may be impressed
by this, but historians may not be so impressed
by the lack of any useful content in those
answers.

In its endeavours to change the system, the
Government is moving, slowly and steadily,
towards politicisation of the Public Service.
There are both negative and positive effects by
its doing this. One of the negative effects is to
get rid of the old-fashioned, traditional public
servant and replace him with a crony of the
Government. That, of course, is done in vari-
ouis fashions. It is done by persuasion, fear.
intimidation, and distrust and is forcing people
to retire early or to be moved sideways. Many
of the people who were forced to retire early-i
knew many of them-wanted to stay on to
serve the State until their legitimate retirement.
Many were intimidated and removed.

An article, to this end, appeared in the
Sunda v Times on 29 June which contained a
list of the names of many respected people who
either retired early. were moved sideways, or
went elsewhere. The list includes the names of
Dr Robert Vickery. Ken Cadee, Bruce Beggs
who was a favourite of the Premier, Les
McCarrey. Clive Gordon, Jerry Batemen, Ernie
Barker, Max Anderson, Pat Shaddick. Noel
Fitzpatrick. Ken McKenna. Noel Semnmens,
Len Hitehin. Bob Davies, Bill Kidston, and
others. That list was never denied by the
Government. A combination of the positive
and negative effects is when the Government
simply changes the names of departments. It
either renames departments which is its right
under the Public Service Act or it simply cre-
ates another so that it can appoint someone
else to the position of permanent head. Many
who were second in charge have faced the same
fate.

In his speech on the Address-in-Reply, the
member for Victoria Park proudly told us that
the Government created not only 27 new
agencies, but also 21 new departments. I would
not be proud of that if I were he because the
purpose of those changes was to replace many
of the top public servants with cronies of the
Government.

1 also have another list which, unfortunately,
time will not allow me to read, but it includes
15 departments the names of which were
changed and the names of four new depart-
ments created by this Government. In same
cases the name change meant that the depart-
ment was reorganised but, in many eases, it
resulted in the loss of jobs of a number of pub-

lie servants. In fact, I know of at least 10 Lop
public servants who lost their jobs through
other than normal retirement- some were
sacked, some were moved sideways, and some
we re forced to re t ire.

Mr Brian Burke interjected.

Mr MENSAROS: I said at the beginingof mny
speech that because the time for these speeches
has been reduced, I would not listen to any
interjections. However. I would welcome com-
ments from anyone who speaks after me in this
debate.

Many other officers, including people who
were second in charge or even third in charge,
and many professional heads lost their
positions. Of course, people politically suitable
to the Government were appointed.

T he n ames. of a n u mbe r of agencies. stat utory
authorities, and instrumentalities were also
changed. The pattern was the same as with the
departments. Sometimes just the name was
changed enabling, in most cases, the Govern-
ment to sack a competent and trusted person,
but not ALP-inclined, from the position of
head of the agency.

These actions to politicise the Public Service
were picked up by newspapers one-and-a-half
to two years ago. Even then there was very little
endeavour by the Government to deny that it
was happening. An article of about 1 '/2 years
ago mentions the names of Government
cronies who were appointed to these top
positions. The names are interesting now, but
at that time they did not mean much. The ap-
pointment of some of these people justifies the
public's perception of corruption. The names
include Jenny Beahan, Bill Thomas, Syd Shea,
Doug Mitchell, Barry Gilbert, and
interestingly, Len Brush. David Hatt, Baden
Pratt, and Darey Farrell. The newspaper article
claimed that all of these appointees were
cronies of the Government.

In many instances, the right of appeal against
these political appointments was removed by
the Government's amending the industrial re-
lations legislation. Of course, the most brutal
and most unconcealed attempt to politicise the
Public Service was the attempt to politicise the
Electoral Department by appointing Dr Denis
Rumley as Chief Electoral Officer. Fortunately
for the State he was too greedy and did not
report for duty when he found that he did not
receive leave of absence for two years from his
permanent employment with the University of
Western Australia. He was not confident of an
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ALP victory in 1986 and was afraid that within
two years he would be sacked by a Liberal
Covernment. which he would have been.

lit is also very interesting to watch the finer
details with respect to how the Government
goes about fully and successfully politicising
the Public Service. On the one hand, the
Government has a very good training ground
for political supporters. These political sup-
porters form a pool of reservists. from which
the Government fills leading positions in the
Public Service. This training ground and pool
are within the department which First changed
its name and its permanent head. I refer to the
former Department of the Premier which is
now called the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet. it is the policy division of this depart-
ment through which a number of the party
faithful undertook training and finished up in
leading positions in various departments and
instrumentalities.

It is interesting to note that the Department
of the Premier and Cabinet has increased in
terms of staff numbers, despite the
Government's contention that it is trying to re-
duce staff numbers within the Public Service.
The number of staff has increased from 115 in
1983 to 262 in 1986. That is a 230 per cent in-
crease within two years.

It is interesting to consider the names of
those currently occupying some of those top
positions. I refer, for example, to Mr Edwards.
who heads the policy division of the Depart-
ment of the Premier and Cabinet; Mr Agnew;
Mr Kennedy; Mr Graham; and Mr
McCullagh.

The other vehicle for finding out where the
party faithful are needed in the Public Service
and how to place them within it by abolishing
some sections or changing them is the Func-
tional Review Committee. The name is quite
appropriate as a short title. but it should rather
be called the "Review Committee of Political
Functions". because that is what it is. Any con-
sideration of the membership of the Functional
Review Committee will show that the same
names involved with the training ground or the
politicising of the Public Service appear again-,
there is Brian Easton. Tony Lloyd. Kevin
Edwards. Mr MeCullagh. and Ian Hill. This
group tells the Government what sorts of
changes to make and, in particular. what sorts
of people to place In positions where the hiring
is done, so that in due course only people with
the proper party political affiliations will be
h ired.

On proper and serious reflection, it can be
seen that 1h is exercise indicates a slow but sure
march toward the Government's objective of a
one-party system. Some people might dismiss
this proposition, but 1 am quite sure that the
direction is clear. The very politicisation of the
Public Service leads to an increasing number of
accusations of illegalities and improprieties
within the Public Service. This reflects also on
members of Parliament who are unable to do
anything about it. If the public perception were
not true, why was it that during the 12 years of
the Brand Government and nine years of the
Court-O'Connor Government there were no
such accusations? Perhaps my memory is fail-
ing. but I ask anyone to say whether there were
any serious accusations in that time, Were
there any accusations of anybody's having used
for his own ends the position to which he had
been appointed?

Every day now there are headlines with re-
spect to irregularities and corruption. The alle-
gations are not properly denied so people be-
lieve them more arid more. During the term of
Governments under which there were no such
accusations, the Public Service remained
strong. Obviously people in top positions
within the Public Service had political beliefs,
but we did not know about them. We would
like to ensure that the public servants of the
future are equally disaligned. The Public Ser-
vice, which is a vital part of the Westminster
system. should be strengthened. There should
be no reason for the Civil Service Association
to claim that the Public Service was suffering
from the lowest morale it had experienced and
that the Government did not even know about
it. In a newspaper article, Mark Smith, General
Secretary of the Civil Service Association, was
reported as having made the following
statement-

..a mounting wave of unrest had swept
public servants sending morale to "rock
bottom"

The article also stated-

Mr Smith said morale was the lowest
ever, yet the Government was unaware of
this situation.

As an Opposition, we cannot change that situ-
ation because we do not have the power to do
so. However, as soon as we become the
Government we will change the situation. in
the meantime. all we can do is warn the public
that this is an entirely wrong way to change the
previously good situation that existed within
the Western Australian Public Service.
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.lmendmn~t lo Al0hi11

Towards this aim. I move an amendment-

Thai the following words be added to
the mot ion-

But we regret to inform Your Excellency
that in the opinion of this House the
Government has nevertheless neglected its
duty to keep up the West m inster-type re-
sponsible Parliamentary democracy:

(a) by creating increasing numbers of
instrumentalities, the actions of which
are not directly accountable to Parlia-
ment-,

(b) by so abolishing and changing a large
number of departments in order to be
able to force high-ranking public ser-
vants to retire and be replaced in
many cases by political appointments:
and

(c) by generally weakening the indepen-
dence of the Public Service and thus
creating a public perception of
cronyism, graft and corruption.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Leader of
the Opposition) [4.1I8 pm]: I am happy to sec-
ond the motion. I assure the Government that
the issues of accountability and cronyism are of
real concern to the community. They have been
of concern to the Opposition for some time. in
my tours of the State in recent times, 1 have
discovered that whilst the cost of living.
interest razes, taxes and charges are the issues
of the moment uppermost in people's minds,
there are several other matters which are of
concern. Such matters include law and order
and the failure of this Government to tackle
that issue head on: issues like who is running
Western Australia, the unions or the Govern-
ment: and matters like the failure of the
Government to be accountable for Its actions.
Even this morning during a programme on
ABC radio in which I participated a gentleman
rang me questioning the Government's failure
to comec clean on the question of advisers and
its failure to he directly accountable for its ac-
tions.

Let us not go on and on. We have the WADC
and Exim and the Superannuation Board. The
Premier has consistently failed to provide any
information to the House or to the general pub-
lic of the cost of trips involved, or the question
of advisers. How many advisers does the
Government have? The questions continue to
go on.

Let me turn no further than to the questions
asked last week which the Premier has failed to
answer; he has failed to accept responsibility to
be accountable for his actions and the actions
of his Government to the Parliament.

I refer to the answer to question 184 about
the Superannuation Board and the Brush af-
fair. I asked-

(1) Has the Government or the State
Superannuation Board paid any sum
to Mr Rob Martin or any company
associated with Mr Martin in regard
to "The Anchorage" other than for the
cost of land owned by Mr Martin or
any other company associated with
him?

(2) If yes. how much has been paid, and
when was it paid?

(3) What were the payments for?
The answer was-

See my reply to question 183.
Again I asked this question in question 197-

(1) Does the Superannuation Board have
any ongoing contract with Mr Rob
Martin or companies associated with
him?

(2) If so. what is the nature of those con-
tracts?

A simple yes or no answer would do. The
answer was-

See my reply to question 183.
Let us refer to question 183, to which about 10
answers direct me. In question 183 I asked-

(1) What is the current value of the State
Superannuation Board's $4 million in-
vestment in Brock Icy Investments
Ltd. formerly Locke's Furniture Lid?

(2) What are the assets which. make up
that value?

(3) What percentage of the issued capital
in Brockley Investments Ltd does the
Superannuation Board own?

This is the answer to question 183 which seems
to provide the answer to so many other ques-
lions which I put on the Notice Paper. The
P rem ier says-

I do not propose to answer questions
concerning the individual investments of
the board as such answers affect the ca-
pacity of the board to enter into commer-
cial transactions with partics who have
every expectation that their affairs will re-
main confidential. Should all the board's
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detailed transactions be freely available. il
would significantly reduce the earning ca-
pacity of the State superannuation fund,

May I ask you. Mr Speaker. how the answer to
that question has any relevance? Does the
Superannuation Board have any ongoing con-
tract with Rob Martin or companies associated
with him? The answer 10 that is either yes or
no. What is commercially sensitive about that?
Why should the Premier not answer a simple,
straightforward question like that? I am sure
many people in Western Australia would like to
know the answer. I know many members on
this side of the House would.

Mr Cash: It is a conspiracy of silence.
Mr MacKINNON: it is a conspiracy of

silence. as the member for Mt Lawley says, but
the Premier chooses. as he has so often done,
when he has run into a bit of difficulty, to
stonewall: to maintain silence; and not answer
the question. Maybe it will go away. I do not
believe that this time it will go away, and the
Premier's continued silence merely raises other
questions down the track.

Question 185, again relating to the
Superannuation Board, reads-

(1) At whose suggestion did the State
Superannuation Board invest in West-
ern Reefs Ltd?

(2) When did he approve this investment?
(3) At whose suggestion did the State

Superannuation Board invest in "The
Anchorage'"?

The answer-
(1) Investment decisions are taken by the

board following advice from its con-
sultants and officer of the board as it
sees fit.

(2) The approval was contained in the
global approval sought for share in-
vestments.

(3) See (1).
That relates to an investment where the
Premier himself has admitted the
Superannuation Board has to date lost $1.85
million-maybe $1.87 million: I cannot recall
the figure exactly. What does the Premier say?
Nothing. He gives no answer to this important
question. Again he fails in his responsibility to
the House.

The Premier can continue his conspiracy of
silence if he wants, if he wishes to fob off the
answers to these questions. but eventually the
chickens will conic home to roost. as sure as

God made little apples. The Premier is failing
totally in his responsibility. We intend to en-
sure that the people of Western Australia
understand how the Premier is failing in his
responsibility.

It amazes me that a man who has aspired to
the position of Premier and has been in that
position now for almost 41/ years is not pre-
pared to be accountable for his actions. In fact
he ducks for cover whenever we ask a sensible
question on an issue which he feels might be
sensitive to him.

Mr Pearce: You should try to ask a sensible
question.

Mr MacKINNON: I think this is a reason-
able question, but of course we have no answer.

Let us turn to the question of Exim and
WADC. Recently we saw Exim bill the Depart-
ment of Agriculture an inordinate amount of
money for services rendered. Here Exim is
touted by the Government and the Premier as
an excellent commercial organisation. having
made a tremendous profit last year. despite
having brought $4 million interest to account,
yet it did not have anywhere near such an
amount in its bank to earn that interest. Never
mind. That is a sleight of hand. the sort of trick
which Exim has done pretty well.

If the Department of Agriculture received
that sort of a bill, how many other Government
departments have received such a bill? How
many other agencies of Government are
propping up Exim? So we addressed questions
to all Ministers along those lines. These are the
answers. This time I refecr to the answer to
question 193-not I183. The answer is-

Government departments and
authorities process many thousands of in-
voices each year. It would require an enor-
mous effort to go back over the last two or
three years to see what payments were
made to or from the Western Australian
Development Corporation or the Western
Australian Exim Corporation.

So the Premier says. 'We do not have suf-
ficient resources to do that." One of the ques-
tions was raised on 31 March. It seems that the
many millions of dollars the Government has
spent on computerisation has not made it at all
efficient. The Premier's answer continues-

While not willing to commit limited de-
partmental resources to searching out the
detail of the member's question, if there is
any matter of particular interest to the
member. I will be happy to ask the depart-
ment concerned for details.
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I asked for information about which depart-
ments had paid sums of money to Exim. over
the last year. Just over the last 12 months
would do. But no. (he Premier again hides be-
hind the cloak of secrecy and silence. He is not
prepared to answer a question which would
obviously be of acute embarrassment to him. It
would seem that not only has the Departmeiu
of Agriculture had to pay this money to prop
up Exim. but many other Government depart-
ments have as well. The Premier is not pre-
pared to come clean and indicate that that is
the case.

As is always the case on these issues, and as
the member for Floreat. who so adequately
moved this amendment, indicated, there are
two sides to the equation.

Our commitment in Gove~rnment is quite
clear. I would like to place it on the record:
Exim will go. Exim will be disposed of. It will
not be an entity pursued by a Government
which I lead. It will just disappear. We will
make sure. in disposing of Exim, that people
who have invested in projects with Exim do not
get hurt along the way. We will ensure the dis-
posal is done sensibly and properly, but we see
no role for Exim. and it will go.

As for the Western Australian Development
Corporation, it will not necessarily go. In fact,
pants of the WADC entity will probably be
rectained.

Mr Brian Burke: That is the most significant
thing you have said during the period for which
you have been the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr MacKINNON: I thought the Premier's
monitoring system was good. but it must be
Calling down because I have made that
statement about 50 times since I have been the
Leader of the Opposition, and many times
while I was on radio. I thought the Premier
hung on every word I said on 6PR. in any
event. I made the position quite clear. The
pants of WADC that will be retained will be
those parts that appear on the outside to be
quite sensible-the application of private sec-
tor knowledge and ability to the management
of Government assets. But we do not know
what pants of WADC are good and bad because
the WA DC, under the Government's patron-
age. will not come clean. The Government will
not tell us what WADC does in individual
areas.

Mr Brian Burke: Were you responsible for
Mr MeEwan getting the sack from 6PR? Did
you complain about Colin MeEwan's treatment
of you on 6PR'

Mr MacKINNON: I thought the Premier was
responsible for that. That is the rumour I heard
from his "Deep Throat".

Mr Brian Burke: I do not have a mole in your
party.

Mr MacKINNON: The only place I have a
mole is on my back.

The WADC annual report of' 1986 detailed
quite clearly the areas of the corporation's ac-
tivities-Other Investments, Small Business
Development. PacRim '86, IBJ Bank, Money
Market Activities, WA Events Foundation,
Western Australian Diamond Trust, Govern-
ment Property, State Cash Surpluses. They are
all detailed in writing, but not one of those
areas contains a financial figure to enable us,
the Opposition and the general public, to say.
"Is the WADC properly operated?" Is the Par-
liament able to criticise or ask questions about
the WADC? I asked one here about Len
Brush's appointment. The Premier said, "l did
not have anything to do with the appointment
of Len Brush; it was not up to me, They are not
accountable to us." I ask the Premier: Who the
heck are they accountable to?

Mr Brian Burke:- Well, the Opposition made
sure it was accountable only to the Parliament
in terms of an annual report.

Mr MacKlNNON: To whom are they ac-
countable? In other words, they are not ac-
countable to anybody.

Mr Brian Burke: You took the accountability
out.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier is saying
that the WADC is run. by the Opposition, be-
cause what we did in the Legislative Council a
few years ago has determ ined how t he Govern-
ment will deal with the WADC. In other words,
the Government will run the WADC on how
we framed the legislation. it is amazing for the
Premier to make that admission. If that is how
the Government wants to run it, we say that the
WADC should be properly accountable for its
actions; and if. when in Government. we retain
Any section of the WADC-and I believe we
will retain pants of it, once we determine the
facts-we will ensure it is properly account-
able. We will be proud of all areas of Govern-
ment. We will not run away from criticism if
we make mistakes. We will stand up and be
counted, and I can assure members that one of'
the areas in which the WADC will not become
involved is an ant venture.
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I refer members to The 14'eveAustr-alian of 8
October. in which an article is headed -WADC
i n anr vent ure". The art icle reads i n part-

Sir Sidney Nolan has been corn-
missioncd by the WA Development Cor-
poration to do a series of paintings
depicting Fremantle and Perth.

I ask the Premier: How by any stretch of the
imagination does asking Sir Sidney Nolan to do
a series of paintings depicting Fremantlc and
Perth encourage the development of the West-
ern Australian economy? Is Sir Sidney Nolan a
Western Australian artist? No. he is not. So
why is the WADC involving itself in this type
of activity?

The latest development, I understand, is that
the Minister for Tourism has today announced
some venture-a "fish tank" in the northern
suburbs-with which the WADC is involved. I
repeat that that type of activity by the WADC
will not be tolerated by us when in government.
It is in direct competition with many other
private enterprise operations, which is an area
in which the Government should not be
involved.

This Government says it does not have
enough money to adequately house all the
school children in Western Australia:, it does
not have enough facilities and resources to re-
duce the hospital waiting lists, which are get-
ting longer every day: it no longer has any
funds to look after the interest rates of the
mortgage-belt people-which the Premier, fun-
nily enough. found prior to the last election-
but it can Find several million dollars now to
invest in an underwater playground develop-
ment in the northern suburbs.

Mr Court: In the WADC annual report. it
says that the WADC has a 20 per cent interest
in Wesfi's pine sawmilling operation. For three
years they have said that the WADC has never
owned any interest in that operation, yet that is
in its annual report.

Mr MacKINNON: So much for account-
ability. The member for Nedlands makes the
pointi q uite clea rly for me.

I conclude on a very important point in re-
lation to political advisers and appointments. It
is all vcry well to make a criticism, but we have
a responsibility to put the point quite clearly on
the Notice Paper and on the agenda. Every
political adviser appointed by this Government
will go the dlay after we become the Govern-
ment. and included in that list of political ad-
visers is none other than people like Tony
Lloyd. who does not have a role to play in any

future Government that I lead. He will go the
Monday AT the Saturday election. If Govern-
ment members think they can politicise the
Public Service to the extent that the member
for Florcat has outlined, they have another
think coming. because those people do not
have any future in a Government that I lead.

I also indicate that under our Government
people in the Public Service can look forward
to a Government that handles the Public Ser-
vice with professionalism. We will be dealing
with those people in a totally apolitical fashion:,
so people who are genuine public servants can
hold political views for all I care, but they will
not be appointed to positions on the basis only
of their political allegiance, as was Tony Lloyd.

Let us examine Tony Lloyd's track record.
H-e was appointed to the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet back in April 1983. His
appointment was as a temporary relief assistant
director to the policy secretariat of the Depart-
ment of the Premier and Cabinet. And what
were his qualifications? Apparently he has
some administrative qualifications-a Bach-
elor of Science with H-onours. an MBA, and an
Associate Membership of Municipal
Administration. However, I understand that he
worked for the City of Stirling for a period of
only three years as an assistant to the Town
Clerk. He now holds the position of Deputy
Under Treasurer, handling billions of dollars
for the State. and is also Chairman of the State
Superannuation Board, managing in excess of
$500 million.

I can give a rock solid guarantee to the public
servants of this State that their funds will be
administered properly on our return to govern-
ment. by a person with proper qualifications
and experience in handling those sums of
money, but people like Tony Lloyd, who are no
more or less than political appointments to
government, have no future in a Liberal-
National Party Government.

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for
Education) [4.39 pm]: The Opposition, in mnov-
ing this amendment. shows the paucity of its
quality compared even with its Opposition
partner, the National Party. We have had two
speeches today which addressed questions of
reform of the Public Service and efforts to
make the Public Service more efficient. The
Leader of the National Party gave a very
balanced view in his support for efforts to
achieve a pared-down Public Service. He was
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prepared to say that as long as the National
Party was convinced that the efforts being
made to have a more efficient Public Service-

Mr MacKinnon: He even thinks your edu-
cation proposals are good. We don't.

Mr PEARCE: Thai is very wise of the Leader
of the National Party. I really do suggest that
the Leader of the Opposition take a leaf out of
the Leader of the National Party's book. One of
the reasons many people in this State think he
is a much more substantial political leader than
is the Leader of the Opposition is that he is
prepared to take things on their merits and say.
"This is good: that is bad." With regard to
education changes. the Leader of the National
Party wrote me two letters. The first said that
the National Party supported the changes in
general terms, thought it was a right move, and
wanted me to know it supported my actions,
but wanted me to be careful about a couple of
details. A few days later the Leader of the
National Party wrote and said, "We deplore
your efforts to advertise the changes you are
making to education", and he criticised that
particular programme.

That is a proper approach. He criticises those
matters he disagrees with and says publicly that
he agrees with those matters which he supports.
That is the difference between the National
Party and the Liberal Party.

we have here a straightout knocking of
almost everything, but done in a hypocritical
and inconsistent way because the first part of
the amendment which refers to, "creating in-
creasing numbers of instrumentalities the ac-
tions of which are not directly accountable to
Parliament". cuts right across the action of the
Liberal Party in Opposition when the Bill deal-
ing with the WADC first came before the Par-
liament. The Opposition made certain that the
WAOC was not directly accountable to the
Minister concerned. Those amendments were
moved unsuccessfully in this House by the Op-
position and then the Opposition altered the
Dill in another place.

Mr MacK innon: You are blaming us for your
fa ilure to be accountable.

Mr PEARCE: I a m pointing to the Oppo-
sition's inconsistency. On one hand it took di-
rect action to ensure that the WADC was not
directly accountable to the Minister and then
when Parliament passed the Bill in that form
the Opposition complainedL That is sheer non-
sense. The worst aspect is the fact that the Lib-
eral Opposition is now compiling a hit list of
public servants to be dismissed if and when the

Liberal Party gets into government. Let us have
a little openness about the kinds of things that
are being proposed. How do people know they
are safe from being on the Liberal Party hit list?
How do they know that the normal
inaccuracies which fill the speeches of members
of the Opposition will not occur in the comipil-
ing of the list?

Mr Court: We will give you the list.
Mr PEARCE: Let us have the list. That is

exactly what I am asking for. Let us see the list.
Mr Clarko: We will give it to you

immediately after you give us a list of your
advisers.

Mr PEARCE: Let us have the list. It is
reasonable that any public servant who is doing
his or her job properly and conscientiously sup-
ports the Government's policies-which is all
one asks of public servants-because they are
working for the Government of the day, should
know that his or her name is not finding its way
onto the Liberal Party's secret hit list for the
mass sackings which the Liberal Party is plan-
ning in the Public Service. What price freedom
of information here? The Opposition has not
shown any degree of accuracy in almost any-
thing else. Who is on the list; which permanent
heads are on the list?

Mr MacKinnon: What about your advisers.
Who are they?

Mr PEARCE: The Leader of the Opposition
is not talking about advisers but what he de-
scribed as political appointments to the Public
Service. That is what he said.

Mr MacKinnon: Isn't that what Tony Lloyd
is?

Mr PEARCE: Is Tony Lloyd on the l ist?
Mr MacK innon: Yes, I have said that.
Mr PEARCE: Is Dr Louden on the list? He is

the new Director General of Education, and a
new appointment under this Government.

Mr MacKinnon: When you start answering
our questions we will start answering yours. We
arc not the Government; we are the Oppo-
si tion.

Mr PEARCE: U understand that, and mem-
bers opposite are not all that good at oppo-
sition. so they will stay there a long ti me.

It is reasonable for the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to say who are the public servants he has
on his list and is proposing to sack when the
Liberal Party gets into office. There ought to be
an appeals system for public servants who find
themselves on the Opposition list because of
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mistakes in judgment by the Opposition
through innuendo or smear-the normal busi-
ness that the Opposition goes about in the Par-
liament. How do they know they will be prop-
erly dealt with? The way the Opposition
operates some poor Liberal Party member who
just happens to be doing his job for the
Government of the day and gets into the firing
line of one of the Opposition's incompetent
shadow Ministers could find his name on the
list to be sacked. Why does not the Opposition
publish the list if it is serious about this matter?

Mr MacKinnon: Why don't you publish the
list of your advisers?

Mr PEARCE: I do not understand the pur-
pose of the question. We do not have Govern-
ment advisers in the sense referred to by the
Opposition.

Mr Court: What are they called?
Mr PEARCE: In ministerial offices we have

changed to a system whereby we have either
permanent public servants or a number of tem-
porary appointments. All the names of these
principal private secretaries and the like are
known. People know who they are:, I have seen
them published in the paper, and there is no
secret about them. The secrecy involved relates
to the Opposition's hit list. I think personally it
is a horrifying thing for any political party to be
compiling a secret hit list of public servants
who are going to be sacked when it conies to
government.

Mr MacKinnon: I have already told you who
is on it: Tony Lloyd and your advisers.

Mr Brian Burke: Is that all? No other
politicisation of the Public Service? Well, with-
draw your amendment.

Mr PEARCE: That is the point.
Mr MacKinnon. Give us the list of your ad-

visers. Why do you refuse lo provide that?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PEARCE: If ihe Leader of the Oppo-

sition will be quiet for a second I will tell him.
The people he calls advisers and whom we call
executive officers or principal private
secretaries and have built into the structure are
all temporary appointments which would cease
should we go out of govern ment.

Mr Brian Burke: The amendment says.
"Public servants replaced in many cases by pol-
itical appointments". Where are the public ser-
va nts?

Mr Macinanon: What about Tony Lloyd? Is
he a public servant?

Mr Brian Burke: Yes, he'tis. Where is the
"Many"?

Mr MacKinnon: Tony Lloyd is an example.

The SPEAKER: Order! I wonder if members
of the Opposition would like to address their
interjeetions to the member on his feet one at a
time with a short space between each one so he
can answer them'?

Mr PEARCE: Those people designated by
the Leader of the Opposition as advisers have
been given temporary. not permanent, appoint-
ments. and those positions would cease to be
effective should the Government go out of
office. So it will not be necessary to sack them
because they are appointed for the term of the
Government, and that is that as far as those
people arc concerned. We are talking about the
claim that many people have been political ap-
pointments to the Public Service, and that is
the hit list we are talking about. The only per-
son the Leader of the Opposition is prepared to
identify is Mr Tony Lloyd. If that is the sole
case of a person on the hit list it means the
Opposition is saying that the only political ap-
pointment to the Public Service in its view is
Mr Tony Lloyd. The logic of that is inescap-
able. Either the Government has made only
one political appointment, and he is the person
the Opposition intends to sack, or the Govern-
ment has made many political appointments
and alt of them will be sacked, because that is
what the Opposition said. Either the Oppo-
sition has a hit list which contains many more
names than Mr Lloyd's or it is not telling Par-
liament the truth when it claims there are many
political appointments.

Let us have the names of the public servants
on the hit l ist so they will know they are on the
hit list. Let us have an appeals system so that
public servants who are wrongly identified on
the hit list as political appointments and have
been appointed on merit or through the normal
Public Service process. or who may be Liberal
Party members, arc able to appeal against being
on the hit list.

Poit qf Order

Mr RUJSHTON: Can I put a question to the
Minister?

The SPEAKER: No. Sit down.

Mr RUSHTON: May I interject?

Mr PEARCE: Has the member for Dale got
some names on the hit list?
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Debate Resumed
Mr Rushton: Will you as a Government list

all the political appointments during your term
of off ice?

Mr PEARCE: We have not made any politi-
cal appointments: that is the simple fact of the
matter. The only ones members of the Oppo-
sition might consider to be political appoint-
ments are those I have indicated-the so-called
advisers who have been appointed on a tem-
porary basis.

Mr MacKinnon': You have already admitted
Tony Lloyd is one.

Mr PEARCE: I did not admit that. The
Leader of the Opposition said he was one. I am
challenging him to produce the names.

Mr MacKinnon: Are you saying he is not a
political appointment?

Mr PEARCE: Of course he is not a political
appointment. He was appointed by the Public
Service Board through the normal process. The
Opposition is on weak ground when it comes to
things like political appointments. Members
opposite should not forget that we are in charge
of the fies, and all Ministers are well aware of
exam ples in the departments they have taken
over of straightout political appointments
made during the time of the previous Govern-
ment. That is certainly the case in the Edu-
cation Department where I am aware of two
appointments which were made by the Minis-
terat thetimne, the member for Karrinyup. who
refused to support the recommendation for
Deputy General of Education. A
recommendation was made for one officer, and
he substituted the name of another.

Mr Clarko: You are not going to try to
suggest [ preferred a Liberal over a Labor man,
because it was exactly the reverse.

Mr PEARCE: It was a gnod appointment be-
cause although it was not done through the
Public Service Board, we then appointed that
person to the top position.

Mr Clarko: Would you have done the same?
Mr PEARCE: I do not know. I have never

overturned a Public Service Board
recommendation for appoint ment inside the
Education Department.

Mr Clarko: I didn't overturn it either.
Mr PEARCE: The member for Karrinyup

had a change made,
Then there was a second example. The

reason was given widely around the place that
the previous Minister made a decision not on

merit but because the other candidate was a
superintendent with whom he had had a dis-
pute as a young teacher.

Mr Clarko interjected.
Mr PEARCE: That is what most people be-

lieved. The second appointment io which I
could point is a much more serious matter,
where a person who had been on the Liberal
Party's education committee was appointed to
a much more senior position than was
recommended by the department and the Pub-
lic Service Board through the normal processes.
All of us on this side can produce examples of
decisions of that kind made by a Liberal Minis-
ter.

Mr Clarko: The example is not right.
Mr Court: Tell us who it was.
Mr PEARCE: All right. The example con-

cerns Mr Robert Wieland.
Mr Clarko: That is quite wrong because he

was appointed by a committee of three and not
by me at all.

Mr PEARCE: Mr Wieland was not
appointed by a committee of three. The com-
mittee that appointed Mr Wieland
recommended that he be placed on a much
more junior level than the member for
Karrinyup. as the then Minister responsible,
insisted he be placed on.

Mr Cla rko: I do not know about the level he
was put on.

Mr PEARCE: He was proposed to be
made-

Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: Mr Wieland was

recommended to be a superintendent in the
area, and on the insistence of the then Minister
for Education, the member for Karrinyup, he
was made a full director. That is the truth of
the matter and I could provide other
examples-

Mr Clarko: I'm not sure that is true.
Mr PEARCE: The member is not certain that

it is true.
Mr Ciarko: First of all you said that I

appointed him and I didn't. You're wrong from
the start and now you are wriggling.

Mr PEARCE: As members of a former
Government the members on that side of the
House are not well placed to talk about politi-
cal appointments because those sorts or' things
were endemic during the Liberal Party's lime
in government and every Minister here can
point to similar examples.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PEARCE: The real hypocrisy in this

amendment is twofold: Firstly; the Opposition
claims that the Government is seeking to create
instrumentalities removed from Parliament:, in
effect this means that the Opposition is talking
about groups like the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation, which are set up to be
the business arm of the Government to do cer-
lain things in a much more effective way than
would be the case-

Mr MacKinnon: How do we know they are
more effective when they are not accountable?

Mr PEARCE: Then why did the Leader of
the Opposition niove in the Parliament to take
out that accountability which the Government
put into the legislation? The second aspect
deals with the hypocrisy that is taken up in the
second and third parts of the amendment.
Firstly, the Opposition claims that there are
widespread political appointees, all of whom
will be sacked when the Liberal Party becomes
the Government. Then members opposite
refuse to name the people, giving rise to the
reasonable suspicion first, that there is a large
hit list which they are compiling, shadow Minis-
ter by-shadow Minister, of people who are to be
sacked when they come to Government-

Mr MacKinnon: That is a total lie.

1i l1ldraiao( ofRemtark
The SPEAKER: I suggest that the Leader of

the Opposition withdraw that remark.
Mr MacKinnon: I do withdraw it.

De'bau Resumed

Mr PEARCE: The third part is a hypocrisy
which is evidenced by paragraph (c) which
reads. "By generally weakening the indepen-
dence of the Public Service and thus creating a
public perception of cronyisni. graft and cur-
ruption.- Having this hit l 'ist and the threat of
mass sacking of public servants for alleged pol-
itical sympathies. the Opposition is seeking to
undermine the independence of the Public Ser-
vice. What the Opposition is saying is-

Mr Court: You are trying to destroy the Pub-
lie Service.

Mr PEARCE: The Opposition is saying to
every public servant. -We're watching you.
We've got our eyes on you and if you are just a
little too enthusiastic in putting into practice
the policies of the duly elected Government of
the day, and if you look like you are working a
bit too hard for this Government. you are likely
to go down on our hit list and when the day

finally comes that we are re-elected, out will
come this hit list and if your name is on it.
brother or sister, bad luck".

This is designed to undermine the indepen-
dence of the Public Serv ice and to ensure that
the public servants of this State are looking
over their shoulders all the time, because they
may feel that working independently, but quite
properly. for a Government can lead one into a
position where one will be sacked by an in-
coming Government. I th ink that is a very hyp-
ocritical position to put forward, given the kind
of situation that the Opposition is claiming in
this Parliament. I think the Opposition owes it
to the public servants of this State. loyal and
dedicated officers, to explain quite clearly
where they stand. If the Opposition has a hit
list, it should produce it, and if it has not, and
cannot name people who are alleged political
appointments, it should stop posturing in pub-
lie that that is the case. Everyone understands
the kind of vindictiveness that has been built
up in members opposite during their four years
in Opposition and everyone knows that they
will take it out on anyone they can. The Oppo-
sition will take it out on innocent businessmen,
on public servants and on anybody else, and
this kind of posturing-

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr PEARCE: Let me tell the member for
Vasse. who is now loud in denouncing the ad-
visers. that one of the most successful advisers
in terns of principal private secretaries is Mrs
Sue-Anne Macknay in my own office. She
was a direct personal appointment of myself.
going through no Public Service process in the
irst instance, and so effecti ve was she that the

member for Vasse promised her that she would
be kept in her job when the Liberal Party got
into office.

Mr Blaikie: Is that right?

Mr PEARCE: That is exactly right. She came
to me in great merriment one day to tell me
that she had been promised her position would
be protected if the Liberal Party got in. That is
the truth of the matter.

Mr Blaikie: You had better tell me what else
I promised. What was the reward I got?

Mr PEARCE: Does the member for Vasse
deny it?

Mr Blaikie: I do deny it.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Vasse is not
telling the truth now.
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This amendment is a weak effort by a weak
Opposition which is running out of issues so
that, on only the third effective day on the
Add ress-i n- Reply, it is reduced to this kind of
nonsense, which is more hurtful to the Oppo-
sition than it is to the Government. Unless the
Opposition can do a bit better than this and
can find ways of moving these amendments
without shooting itself in the foot. it will face a
long time of moving amendments to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply in the years and decades to
Come.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [4.58 pm]: A
stable and capable administration is the corner-
stone of good govern ment. A highly competent,
reliable and trustworthy Public Service is the
essence of what every Government of the
Westminster-type supports.

All my life Western Australians have
regarded public servants in this State as people
to be admired as a class and as a group. That
does not mean to say that they have not at
times found the odd public servant who has
done something they did not like. The civil
services of the State and the Commonwealth
were highly regarded: but all of this will change
because the present Government has damaged
the State Public Service and as such has
inhibited good government.

If one improves the Public Service, one rc-
ceives better government. That does not mean
to say I am advocating an increase in the num-
bers of public servants, nor am I playing
around with figures as the Premier does when
he talks about a three per cent cut. It will be
very interesting at the end of this term of
government, to see what is the number of
people in the Public Service and where they are
located. I know thousands of public servants
and overall I find them to be people who are
highly dedicated and well qualified, and who
above all else have a burning ambition to ad-
vance their job in a non-partisan way. How-
ever, today their morale has been shattered as a
result of' attacks on the Public Service by the
Burke Government. One of the first of those
attacks was a 10 per cent pay cut for public
servants and members of Parliament: nobody
cares about the latter but this .10 per cent pay
cut for public servants was an absolute dis-
grace.

Mr Brian Burke: You voted for it.
Mir CLARKO: The Treasurer said quite

clearly at the lime that there was a need to
institute that cut because of the difficult
financial position the State was in.

The reason for the difficult position about
which the Premier then spoke was that the
Government was in a very poor situation
financially, He stated that the reason for the
pay cuts was that the Government was in a bad
position. The truth of the matter is that his
statement was completely dishonest because at
the end of 12 months this Government finished
up with a surplus.

Mr Brian Burke: Through good management
and good housekeeping.

Mr CLARKO: It was a dishonest theft of
their pay.

Point of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Not only is in pedantic

or redundant to say that something is a dis-
honest theft, because a theft cannot be an
honest one, but it is also highly offensive 10
accuse the Government of being dishonest
thieves.

Mr CLARKO: I will withdraw that remark.

Debate Resumned
Mr CLARKO: All I can say is that one could

never trust the Premier with a penny.
When the Government applied the pay cuts it

said that civil servants could apply for a waiver
of those cuts. I know one fellow who was a
Labor man and a principal of a technical col-
lege and who was successful in obtaining an
exemption from the 10 per cent pay cut. He
lives in a lovely house in the hills and has a
boat, yet he obtained an exemption for one
reason or another. The Government was never
Prepared to give the Opposition, other than the
numbers, the reasons people were able to ob-
tain an exemption.

I remember sitting in the office of the
principal of the technical college and speaking
with him and two other senior people from
TAFE and they were all Labor voters. Two of
them said that they would never vote Labor
again, but the principal who had been success-
ful in his application to waive the 10 per cent
pay cut said that he would continue to Vote
Labor. The 10 per Cent pay cut was a most
disgraceful thing.

Another matter of grave concern to civil ser-
vants which has affected their morale is the
pirate raid on their Superannuation funds. I am
not talking about the mismanagement of the
superannuation funds, but about the way in
which this Government has raided the funds of
civil servants and taken them out of the
superannuation scheme. Another disgraceful
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act by this Government was the way in which it
abused police officers for six months and then
gave them early retirement just before an elec-
tion.

The Burke Government has undermined the
sound Public Service of this State which has
had a record of good administration in all its
history. This Government has damaged its
credibility, destroyed its morale, and removed
promotion opportunities, and has substituted
for its actions this Tammany Halt arrangement
which is a special feature of the Premier of this
State, It rests like a chair on four legs. The four
legs are the media. the academics, the party
and union colleagues, and the Premier's friends
and relatives. If members want a fifth leg to the
chair there are certain businessmen who could
be included also.

Cronyism is the cornerstone of the Burke
Labor Govern ment. Look at what happened to
the media when the Burke Government took
office in 1983. What happened to 6PR? My
colleague, the member for Nedlands, called it
leO-wing radio. There was an arrangement
where the Premier was given cante blanche by
his friend Bob Maumill. who shared ownership
of a horse with him-I do not know how fast
the horse was-but they were pretty fast in
taking aver the ailing radio station and giving
the Government the opportunity of having
half-hour radio shows. There is also the
Premier's other friend, Mr Sattler, with whom
he shared a greyhound. The Premier had part-
nerships with people in the media.

In 1984 6PR received the total radio adver-
tising budget for the Western Australian Tour-
ism Commission. A couple of weeks later, by
some sheer coincidence. Cheri Gardiner, the
Manager of 6PR. became a member of the
Tourism Commission. Mr Maumnill was the
chairman of the launch of both the State and
Federal Labor election campaigns and he.
together with Diana Warnock who was from
the same left-wing radio station, would open
various picnic days conducted by the Labor
Party around the countryside.

Virtually all the fellows who worked with the
Premier at Channel 7, when he read a piece of
paper as a job, and who shared the tearoom
with him got a job under his Government. I
refer to Darcy Farrell and Don Rowe who were
given highly-paid jobs in his Government. I
refer also to Odgers, Hudson. Cribb. Donovan,
Gill and Russell Perry. I am not saying that
they are people without capacity because many
of them have tremendous capacity, but for
many of them the prime way to get a job out of

the Premier was to work for the Labor Party in
an active capacity and to be prepared to give
their soul to the Labor Party.

Mr Brian Burke: The late Sid Donovan was a
fine man.

Mr CLARKO: That is why I made the
exemption in my comments. That is also the
reason I said they are not all members of the
Labor Party. I knew Sid Donovan. I said it was
a mixture of what t hey did.

Darcy Farrell and Don Rowe were members
of the Labor think-tank before the 1983 elec-
tion. Baden Pratt was another member of the
Labor think-tank and these people were paid
between $40 000 and $50 000 a year as soon as
the Government came into power. They were
given ears and expense accounts.

Mr Lewis: What is it called?
Mr CLARKO: It could be called various

things. but the Speaker would stop me if I gave
the correct definition. Tammany Hall is the
way in which it was described in America. The
great Joe Kennedy. the father of the Kennedy
clan, was up to his neck in those sorts of poli-
ties.

The second leg is the academic leg. We have
people like Bob Hetherington who came from
South Australia with his Labor connections.
His father was a member of Parliament and no
doubt Bob H-etherington is very proud of that.
He came to the polities section of the Univer-
sity of WA and into that section came people
who were connected with the Labor Party. My
former university colleague. Ralph Pervan. a
person whom I admire, was a Labor man all his
life and he spent his entire lunch hour every
day advocating the Labor Party. As soon as
Labor got into power he was given the job of
ethnic affairs commissioner. He was a totally
prejudiced and biased Labor man. I liked him
as a man. but he was totally prejudiced about
his politics and he would admit it if he were
asked.

I refer now to the person who is now the head
of the Department of Local Government. Mr
Michael Wood. He is a competent person, but
he came out of the academic World and was
appointed to the Western Australian Local
Government Grants Commission. Prior to the
election he apparently came to Parliament
I-ouse and gave the Labor politicians a lecture
on how to deal with a type of administration
which is called parachuting. Not long after the
election he was given a job with the Grants
Commission and subsequently he was
appointed the head of the Department of Local
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Government. He does not have what is con-
sidered by many to be the necessary qualifi-
cations for the head of the Department of Local
Government. He may be able to lecture on lo-
cal government at the University of WA from a
theoretical position, but he does not have the
qualifications for the head of the Department
of Local Government.

Many of the academies including Dr Rumley
wanted to eat their cake and have it too. They
take on the jobs which are given to them by the
Burke Labor Government and at the same time
they seek to hang onto all the privileges that go
with being in the university world.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: He sought leave of absence

but he did not get it. There is also his brother.
John Wood. who was appointed to David
Parker's staff. The list goes on and on. At the
bottom of the list we would find a fellow
named Gallop who was the chairman of the
secondary education authority politics syllabus
committee. This "neutral" academic was
choosing the books for students who wish to
study politics!

The member for Welsh pool is another person
who slots into this area. He joined David
Parker's staff. I remember visiting the Minis-
ter's office one day to discuss a matter relating
to planning and the member for Welshpool-l
do not want to reflect on him, but I question
whether he had a background in planning-
handled the matter for me.

Of course. Dr Liz Harman is another person
from the Labor mould who has been given one
of the handout gravy jobs.

I move now to the unions and the third leg of
this group. Tom Butler. who was the President
of the Labor Party, was made adviser on indus-
trial relations to the Premier at a salary of
$30 000 a year plus a motor car. I have said
several times that the President of the ALP has
always been an adviser to Labor Premiers; I am
convinced of that. However, in the_ past they
have not had their hands in the public purse or
received $30 000 a year. That is a measure of
the level to which this Premier is prepared to
go. It is a Wonder that he has not appointed, his
mother to some job; he has stopped only just
short of that.

Mr Brian Burke: We have an age limit and
my mother is 76 years old.

Mr CLARKO: She is a very fine lady from
what I hear but she must be embarrassed when
she reads about the Premier's cronyism.

Mr Brian Burke: Unlike you, she is very
proud of me.

Mr CIA RKO: I do not think she would be if
she knew abut the Premier's eronyism.

The SPEAKER: The member for Karrinyup
should leave the Premier's mother out of this
debate.

Mr CLARKO: I did not mean it nastily. as I
am sure the Premier knows.

Len Brush was appointed to a senior
position;, he is not a relative of the Premier's
but he is a relative of (he Premier's former
secretary. That is another example of cronyismn.
Mr Brush got the job solely on the basis that he
was the husband of the Premier's secretary. He
began at a salary of $40 000 a year. He had not
worked for a couple of years when he was given
the job; he had no background in that field, yet
in no time he was elevated to a senior position.
It is probably because he did not have the
necessary background that he has failed.

Kevin Edwards, a former Treasurer of the
ALP, was given a job at $50 000 a year as
Director of the Policy Secretariat. He replaced
Tony Lloyd. another great friend who got a
sudden rise when there was a change in the
structure of Government and an even greater
rise at a later stage. He will come in for a big
fall when there is a change in the Government
of Western Australia because he is an import-
ant person in the Labor Party machine. He has
no qualifications to do the job he is now doing
just like the man before him who had no quali-
fications to handle investments on such a large
scale.

Jim McGinty from the union movement was
also given a job. However, he fell out with the
Premier and went on his way.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: Dr Judyth Watson got a job

for the girls.
Graham Hawkes, a manual arts teacher or

senior master, was given a job as adviser to
Arthur Tonkin in matters relating to electoral
matters. He had no qualifications except that
he was an activist in the Labor Party.

Bill.McKenzie is another person who was
appointed to a position because he was a long-
standing member of the ALP. He is now Chair-
man of the State Planning Commission. It can
be seen that the prime claim of the five mem-
bers of the State Planning Commission for
holding those positions is that they are highly
active supporters of the Labor Party and/or
members.
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There is the Freman tie group comprising Bill
McKenzie and Stan Park, Peter Wilimoit a
Government adviser, and Liz Harman and Ken
Barrett. Members opposite may ask whether
Bill McKenzie will lose his job. The State Plan-
ning Commission Act will be abolished and a
new Act will replace it.

Mr Pearce: Is Bill McKenzie on your hit list?

Mr CLARKO: I did not say that: I said the
existing Act will be abolished and a new Bill
will be introduced.

I refer now to the adviser to the Minister for
Local Government who recently left that office
and joined the office of the Minister for Plan-
ning. George Swintont Bray. He received an Or-
der of Australia for his services to local govern-
ment yet the council he had been working with
did not know he had been nominated for that
award. The Government was not game to ask
the council for a reference.

Mr Bray was not qualified when he became
the Town Clerk of Belmont City Council. This
is an accurate rumour, unlike those spread by
the Minister for Planning who made two
points, both of which were inaccurate. He said
I had received a bad mark from the superin-
tendent of mathematics and that certainly did
not happen.

The man in charge of the Belmont City
Council at that time, who happened to be a
union official, played a prime role in the ap-
pointment of Mr Bray as town clerk even
though he was unqualified. He took the
position and eventually he was forced out of
that job because the councillors felt he was
doing the job badly. He went from there to the
council of Lilyda Ic. lasted 16 months and was
again given the magic shove. Who employed
him then? Thc Minister for Local Government
employed him as an adviser. This man had
failed in two successive jobs as a town clerk or
an equivalent position. He stayed only Five
minutes in the last job. He is an engineer:, one
could write all he knows about planning on the
back or on the edge of a postage stamp.

This Government is noted for its blunders: it
has destroyed the Public Service and appointed
its cronies: it has gone from one fiasco to
another-the Fremantle Gas and Coke Co Ltd,
the Midland abattoirs, the Perth Technical Col-
lege site which it sold at a budget price,
allowing the purchasers to make a huge profit.
the old Swan Brewery site, and the five per cent
share of the Argyle diamond mine.

This Government will be rememberd long
after it has gone for the way it has damaged the
Public Service and thereby inhibited the proper
Government of this State fro m a n
administration point of view.

Various members who have been appointed
in this peculiar fashion, and who have been
friends of the Labor Party, have not had the
qualifications needed to carry out their jobs.
These chickens will come home to roost and
when these people are finished with, this State
will be governed much better.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [5. 18 pm]: I support
the amendment moved by the member for
Floreat, which was supported by the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Karrinyup.

There is no question that if one reads the
various journals published in respect of public
administration since this Government came to
power, one can clearly see that this Govern-
ment has crucified the Public Service in this
State. As the member for Floreat said, it has
changed the various departments so that no
longer are those departments accountable from
year to year. Each year when the Budget is
brought into this place we see the names of new
departments and different accounting methods
used;, the whole ploy behind those changes is to
prevent this Government from being account-
able for its actions.

The amendment moved by the member for
Floreat referred to an increase in
instrumentalities in the last four years. He
clearly indicated the number of'
instrumentalities which had come into exist-
ence for the benefit of this Government and
certainly not for the benefit of the people in
Western Australia.

The member for Floreat also talked about the
Government's abolishing or restructuring
Government departments, again to try to con-
fuse the public and the public servants who
work there, and also about the method of
reclassification of positions, which this
Government is so good at. so it can continue to
destabilise the very people who cry to work
their hardest for it, the public servants.

The amendment goes on to highlight the
weakening of the independence of the Public
Service by creating a public perception of
cronyism, graft and corruption. It is quite right
that these matters should be highlighted in the
Address-in-Reply debate today.

I believe the public servants in Western
Australia are very hard working and loyal to
the Government of the day. However, this
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Government makes it very difficult for public
servants when it applies the various pressures
which it has in the last four years. Our public
servants are professional. dedicated people.
and they are interested in getting on with the
job.

We find we are probably getting only a 50 per
cent output from the various public servants in
Western Australia because for the other 50 per
cent of their time they are looking over their
backs and trying to protect themselves from the
various whims of this Government. They do
not know from one day to the next whether
they are going to have a job or which depart-
ment they are going to work for. That is no way
to run an efficient Public Service.

There is no question that the actions of this
Government have destroyed the careers of
many public servants in Western Australia, at
both senior level and middle management
level. Many public servants have come to Op-
position members and told them of the heart
breaks they have suffered through the actions
of this Government. If one talks to members of
various Government departments with which
members of Parliament have dealings, one
learns that at the moment morale is the lowest
it has ever been in recent times.

Mr Court: They say it is the worst ma npower
planning they have ever seen.

Mr CASH: The member makes the point:.
public servants say it is the worst manpower
planning they have seen for a long time. (f(one
goes to l-omeswest one will find, first, they
have no confidence whatsoever in the Minister
for Housing: secondly, they do not know where
Homeswest is going. They do not understand
the policies of this Government, or supposed
policies of this Government, because this
Government twists and turns all the time.

One has only to go to the Education Depart-
ment to see broken people. people who served
this State well until 1983. when the Burke
Labor Government was elected to office, and
from that moment started to suffer.

There are other problems in the Health De-
partment. as you would know. Mr Speaker, and
as other members would know. At the moment
it is undergoing another reorganisation. and
again morale is as low as it has been for many
years. No-one seems to know just what is going
on in the Health Department. More import-
antly. the Minister for Health admits he is con-
fused about the general administration of his
own department.

We have spoken about the problems in the
areas which the Department of Education con-
trols. However, what about the problems in the
State Planning Commission? Prior to the
Government coming to office in 1983, the
Town Planning Department was run in an ef-
ficient and effective way. Since 1983 when this
member became the Minister for Planning, the
whole place was tipped upside down and very
few of the officers of that department now have
any confidence in the activities of this Govern-
ment. We have seen a situation where unless
one is a card-carrying member of the
Australian Labor Party. one's job is in jeopardy
ifonef cis a member of the Public Service.

Mr Pearce: That is rubbish.

Mr CASH: Just go and ask some of the
people who work in the Prisons Department
whether they believe that. Ask offieers of the
Prisons Department how they feel about the
way this Government has treated them. One
does not have to ask just the Police Depart-
ment or police officers-, ask the Police Union
how it feels about the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. In great, bold headlines in
the newspaper, the Police Union was calling for
a top man to be Minister for Police and Emerg-
ency Services. They had no confidence whatso-
ever in the current Minister.

Mr Gordon Hill: That is not what it said.
Read the article.

Mr CASH: One has only to move around the
State to Find there is no confidence whatsoever
in the current Minister for Police and Emerg-
ency Services. I believe that is something the
Premier will have to address.

If we look at some of the comments that have
been made in the Civil Service Journal in recent
times, it shows an interesting trend. In January
1985 there was a meeting at the Concert Hall,
and GSA members were demanding a better deal
from the Burke Government. The Premier made
certain promises at the time, but it is interesting
to see that an election got in the way and a lot of
those promises were never kept. In fact, things
were so bad in early 1985 that the Premier had to
start offering sweeteners to the Public Service to
keep it on side.

In an interview on 16 August 1985, recorded
in the Civil Service Journal, we see a whole
page of promises from the Premier, just to try
to get public servants on side prior to the dlee-
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lion in 1986. After the election, there was an
editorial in the Ciil Service Journal, and it
talked about-

Reason for optimism. Two years ago if
someone told public servants that they
would benefit from the re-election of the
Burke Government they would have been
stoned to death or committed to a lunatic
asylum.

They then went on to say they believed that the
Premier had made a number of pre-election
promises and they expected if they were kept
they would be able 10 plan their future and
would have a career path within the Public
Service.

Members know what happened soon after
the ejection of the Burke Government in 1986.
The Public Service was again politicised.
Senior members were moved aside so the
Government could bring in card-carrying
members of the Labor Party to take up senior
positions. By April 1986. only a few months
after the State election, the CSA's committee
and members became aware they had been
duped by this Premier.

Mr Bryce: Do you think it ever applied to any
card-carrying Liberals? Would you like a list?

Mr CASH: In fact, this was nothing more than
politicisation of the Pu 'blic Service. The
Deputy Premier made a banal comment. Per-
haps he would like to go to the Civil Service
Journal of 22 August 1986 and have a look at
the editorial, which says. "Premier's actions
unpopular. Labor forgets its friends." Have a
look at the bold type the article is in. It says
that Labor has forgotten its friends. Let us see
what Trades Hall is saying. The people down
there arc saying the Premier of this State has
hijacked the Labor Party:, he is using it for his
own ends to make various people in this Slate
rich. The real Labor people, people with true
Labor ideals, are not prepared to cop that.

Mr Brian Burke: You want to be very careful.
my friend.

Mr CASH: Listen to the way the Premier is
carrying on now. What about what we saw last
night? We saw a situation where the people
down at Trades Hall. when they preselected
certain Labor candidates, said to the Premier
that they have had enough: they are not pre-
pared to see the Australian Labor Party in
Western Australia hijacked by someone and
used by a group of senior Ministers for their
own benefit and not for the benefit of this
State. I congratulate those members of the

preselectiort panels last night who made a con-
scious decision to be counted in trying to get
this State back on the road.

Several members interjected.
Mr MacKinnon: Is it not true the Premier

had to throw away the photographs he had
taken with a couple of the-

Several members interjected.
M r CASH: So confused was the Premier in re-

spect of what was going on at Trades Hall last
night, that yesterday afternoon he had photo-
graphs taken with the prospective candidate for
Perth, Dr Ken Withers.

Point of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is simply untrue.
M r CASH: Mr Speaker, i f you are ruling that

there is no point of order-
.The SPEAKER: Please do not pre-empt what

I am going to rule. You are correct though.

Dc'/au' Resumed
Mr CASH: I confirm for Government mem-

bers that their Premier took it for granted yes-
terday afternoon that certain people would be
preselected, and he went down to have his
photo taken with them. Today he has probably
had to tear up those photographs in disgrace.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.15 pmn

IQuestions taken.I
Mr CASH: The Opposition, by its support

for this amendment, has clearly shown that this
Government has a deplorable history when it
comes to the management of the Public Service
in Western Australia. The Civil Service
Assocation's journal is full of reports which
show clearly that on numerous occasions the
Government has made deals with members of
the executive of that association and has later
reneged on those deals.

Quite obviously the Civil Service Associ-
ation in Western Australia could no longer and
does no longcr trust the Government when it
comes to the management of the Public Ser-
vice. In fact it is interesting to note the number
of reports that the Government has com-
missioned. In some eases the staff are advised
of the content of the report. and before the ink
is dry the Government. because of its incom-
petence in the management of the State gener-
ally. immediately commissions another report.
The Public Service does not know whether it is
coming or going.
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I call on the Government to recognise the
amendment moved by the member for Floreat
and to make an effort to try to improve re-
lations in the various areas he has raised. With
reference to part (3) of his amendment, I refer
to the so-called Brush deal and specifically to
sect ion 25 (2) of the Superannuation and Fam-
ily Benefits Act. It is critical that members
understand the exact wording of that section
which reads as follows:-

The Board shall not invest the Fund or
any portion thereof in any investment of
any kind whatever without the consent of
the Treasurer being first obtained.

On numerous occasions during the last week
the Premier has told us that he considers he
gave global approval for the Anchorage deal. I
put it to members that the global approval that
the Premier claimed he gave may. in fact, be in
his own mind only.

Poin! of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Mr Deputy Speaker I

seek your guidance about the repeated oc-
casions on which the member for Mt Lawley
failIs to tell the truth.

Mr Court: What is your point of order?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I take offence at the

words used by the member for Mt Lawley when
he said that I had told the Parliament that I had
given global approval to the Anchorage deal. 1
find those words offensive in their
untruthfulness and seek that they be with-
drawn.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I request that the
member for Mt Lawley. from here on in. direct
his remarks to the amendment before the
House.

Debate Resumed

Mr CASH: Thank you. Mr Deputy Speaker.
In directing my comments to the amendment I
just confirm that it was my understanding-I
am willing to be corrected: I do not claim that I
am perfct in everything that I say and do. like
some members opposite-that the Premier as
Treasurer had said that he had given% global
approval to the Anchorage deal. If the Premier
is denying that he said that, he should say so
now.

Point of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is once

again being offensive in using words that are
untruthful. If the member is allowed to con-

tinue to use untruthful language that is offen-
sive to me, it is contrary to Standing Orders to
allow him to do so.

Mr HASSELL: There have been two oc-
casions in the last Five minutes when the
Premier has purported to take points of order.
In accordance with the Standing Orders and
the long-established practice of this IHouse,
there is absolutely no substance to either of the
purported points of order. With his purported
points of order, the Premier is trying to prevent
the shadow Minister from saying something
with which the Premier does not agree. Thai is
not and never has been a point of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I believe that I
answered the first point of order by giving the
member for Mt Lawley the call to continue
with his address. If members continue in the
manner we have seen in the last couple of min-
utes, I may have to remind all members of the
tedious repetition clause in the Standing Or-
ders. I now ask the member for Mt Lawley to
continue to address the subject before the
House.

Debale Resumed
Mr CASH: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I

want to continue to address the subject before
the Chair.

Mr Pearce: Just tell the truth.
Mr Peter Dowding: Tell the truth!
Mr CASH: The Minister for Education and

the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Em-
ployment can make as many interjections as
they like in their attempt to prevent my saying
to the House that the fact that the Premier
claimed to have given global approval in re-
spct of centain deals carried out by the
Superannuation Board may in itself be illegal.
because at the moment the Premier is relying
on common practice. Common practice is not
good enough. It is necessary to carry out the
written law, and it is incumbent on the Premier
and on the Crown Law Department to have a
close look at section 25 (2) of the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act to see
whether the Premier, in, his -capacity of
Treasurer, has breached the Act.

Perhaps we should go a little further and ask
some specific questions of the Premier so that
he can clear up some of the confusion that
obviously surrounds the dealings of the
Superannuation Board. I want him to let the
Public, especially the civil servants of Western
Australia, know just what stocks, shares, and
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land the Superannuation Board has bought or
said in the lasi i8 months. and what it has on
hand at the riioment.

1 also want the Premier to tell us why the
Superannuation Board paid $4 million for an
interest in Brockley Investments Ltd. In his
answers to various questions he claimed that
Brockley In vestments Ltd does not own any
interest in the El Caballo Blanco business north
of Perth. If that is so. why did the
Superannuation Board pay $4 million for an
interest in that irm? It is incumbent on the
Premier to explain to the civil servants and all
those other people who have an interest in the
Superannuation Hoard just why that money
was spent.

It has come to my knowledge that valuations
in respect of El Caballo Blanco-admittedly
now some two or three years old-indicated
that the property was worth only $1.9 million
three years ago. It is my 'understanding that
some further capital development may have
been completed. It may be that such develop-
ment is still being undertaken on that property.
but the question remains: Why did the
Superannuation Board pay an amount of $4
million for an interest in Brockley when, as the
Premier has said in this House, Brockley has no
interest whatsoever in the El Caballo Blanco
development north of Perth?

My time is obviously limited, but on behalf
of the civil servants and all those other people
in Western Australia who want to get to the
bottom of this Superannuation Board dealing. I
call on the Premier to institute a public inquiry
so that people who believe they have evidence
can come forward and give that evidence,
understanding that it will be fully investigated.
It would be easy for the Minister for Education
to say. "Go to the police", but we know that
the Minister for Education has been trying to
exert undue influence on the police with re-
spect to the Brush charges. The other day the
Minister said that he had information which
suggested that the Brushes would be charged.

Poins of'Order

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I find it grossly offen-
sive that this member should once again be
untruthful by saying that the Minister for Edu-
cation-

Mr Cash: You have a lot to hide.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have nothing to hide

at all. Step by step we will pull the member for
Mit Lawley right out; he should not worry. We
will give him a seaside view of himself.

Mr Deputy Speaker. what t wanted to say
was that it was offensive to me that the mem-
ber for Mi Lawley should untruthfully say that
the Minister for Education was exerting undue
influence on the police.

The Standing Order is specific. regardless of
what the member says. Imputations against
other members or words which are offensive
are contrary to Standing Orders. He has ac-
cused the Minister for Education of using un-
due influence on the police, or exerting press-
ure on them.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I find it doubly offen-

sive that these members should say that
statements in the Parliament represent undue
influence or pressure on the police. Quite
clearly that is contrary to Standing Orders.

Mr LAURANCE: Presumably the Premier,
although he did not nominate any particular
Standing Order, was referring to Standing Or-
der No. 131 or 132. The member who has just
resumed his place was indicating that in his
belief certain things had happened. As you
know, this is the last bastion of free speech. If
ever there was a place in our society where a
member can get up on his feet and say what he
believes it is this Parliament.

I would think it very surprising, Mr Deputy
Speaker. if you ruled to use Standing Order No.
131 or 132 to stifle debate in this place. The
matters which have been discussed tonight by
the member for Mt Lawley are of grave con-
cern. Many allegations have been made. The
only place where they can be properly aired,
and there with some degree of difficulty, is in
this Parliament.

The member was indicating eertain things
which have occurred in the Parliament. For
instance, when the Premier took points of or-
der earlier the member was referring to answers
given in the Parliament. He was only using the
information which had been provided by the
Premier. On this occasion, the subject of this
present point of order, the Minister for Edu-
cation has made certain claims in the Parlia-
ment. and Ihe member for Mt Lawley was
merely reflecting on the statements made by
that Minister.

Now. that is proper. This is the place to raise
those concerns, and I believe that the member
did not personally reflect on any member. He
was not highly disorderly. I do not think he
used words which were unbecoming. I do not
think he was offensive in any way. He
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presented his points in a very strong fashion, in
proper debate. in the form in which these
things should be brought forward to the Parlia-
merit.

Those Standing Orders have never been
interpreted in that way in order to stifle debate.
it is interesting that the Premier has left the
Chamber.

Mr Brian Burke: I have not!
Mr LAURANCE: He has left his place and

he is now being highly disorderly by calling out
from another scat.

Mr Peter Dowding: What should he do when
you challenge him?

Mr LAURANCE: When I looked across he
was not in his seat.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I believe

the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has fully
clarified the first point of order and I thank
him for that. I hope members do not think that
tonight's debate will continue along these lines.
While I am in this Chair. if I believe a com-
ment is unparliamecntary. I will rule accord-
ingly. 1 did not believe that the comments of
the member for Mt Lawley were
unparliamentary or an affront to another mem-
ber. If a member has been aggrieved that mem-
ber will jump to his or her feet and let the Chair
know very qu ickl y.

I would like the debate to be resumed. If
memnbers want to keep trying it on with these
unruly interjections from both sides of the
Chamber. I guarantee one of them will not be
here tomorrow.

Debate Resiiiwd
MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [7.36

pm]: I take your point, and I would like to join
with previous speakers from the Government
side in rejecting the amendment.

Poin i Ord1-fer
Mr LAURANCE: I am sorry. Mr Deputy

Speaker. I thought that when you were giving
the call to the Deputy Premier he was taking a
point of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I wanted to con-
tinue with the debate.

Mr LAUJRANCE: I want to take a point of
order. As you got to your feet and sat me down
to give that ruling, the Minister for Labour.
Productivity and Employment said, "~You are a
liar?" This is the first occasion I have had since

you resumed your seat to bring that matter to
your attention and ask that he withdraw those
remarks.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In answer to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I did not
hear the com ments. It i s fairl y di ff icult when it
is coming from both sides with the abuse that
has been going on in this place. As you will
realise, there have been a number of interjec-
tions from both sides. For me to rule on a
matter like this. I must have heard the interjec-
t ion, and I did not hear it.

Mr LAUJRANCE: On a further poinL of or-
der. may I ask if the interjection was recorded
in ilansardl you accept that it was made and
rule accordingly.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I reiterate that I
did not hear any part of the comments. Please,
members, let us get on with the debate and we
will progress a lot further than we are in the
present terms of the debate.

Mr LAURANCE: I know that you did not
hear the remarks, and I agree that you did not
hear them. What I have asked you to do is to
cheek Ilransard to see whether those remarks
were recorded, and then you will know that we
are telling the truth. If they were not recorded, I
shall be happy -,they need not be withdrawn. if
they were recorded and they are in liansard, I
ask that they be withdrawn. I know that you
did not hear them, which makes it very diffi-
cult for you, but I would like you to cheek to
see whether they were recorded by the Hansard
reporter.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: At an appropriate
time, and in answer to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, I will ask Hansard if those
comments were recorded, and before the end of
the day's sitting, if they were. I will request an
appropriate withdrawal.

Debate Resumi ed
Mr BRYCE: I would like to join the debate

and inform members opposite-
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The mem-

ber for Vasse may be a bit hard of hearing, but
when I say I want debate and I want fewer
interjections' I do not waht to hear,. as soon a5 I
sit down and the Deputy Premier starts speak-
ing, "'Come on. ankles, own up!" Please, Mem-
bers on both sides of the House. do not put me
to the test.

Mr BRYCE: I want to draw a couple of mat-
ters to the attention of those members opposite
who have resumed their seats to demonstrate
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what an unhealthy game they are playing. The
member for Karrinyup and the member for Mt
Lawley spent a great deal of time denigrating
the professionalism of a very significant num-
ber of people who have been serving this com-
munity with distinction and effectiveness over
the last four or five years or more. They sought
to do so in very specific instances because these
people. in their minds, had committed the sin
at somestage of their lives of being publicly or
privately associated with the Australian Labor
Party.

I want to inform the member for Karrinyup
in particular that this is a very unhealthy threat
which he and his colleagues on that front bench
issue: to serve notice to people whose sin has
been lo be publicly or privately associated with
the Australian Labor Party and to have been
subsequently appointed to positions where they
serve this community in a professional way. I
want to remind them of only a very thin veneer
on some of the people who were appointed by
their predecessors. Some of them were
appointed by themselves to occupy positions of
public office.

Let me refer to this very thin veneer, because
this can become a very murky business. I urge
members opposite not only to realise that it is a
double-edged sword, but also to bear in mind
the fact that we live in a democracy. If some-
body is a supporter or a member of the
National Party, the Democratic Party, the
Labor Party or the Liberal Party, they are
entitled in this community to participate in
those political pantics and they are entitled then
to occupy positions of responsibility in the
community.

I draw to the attention of members opposite
a very thin veneer of the case I could present:
and I tell the member for Karrinyup that I have
a list of names of people who have been
appointed to Government positions over a long
period of time: and if l joined him and
contributed that form of denigration, this
Chamber would constitute a mire and the
members who are pan of this institution would
have nothing to be proud of.

Mr Clarko: Everybody knows
ment has had more jobs for the
other Government in this State's

your Govern-
boys than any
history.

Mr BRYCE: I make this point once again to
make it perfectly clear. Countless citizens of
this community have been appointed to
positions of public office and are doing an ex-
cellent job for and on behalf of the Western
Australian community. They have been

appointed by our Government in the Cull
knowledge on the part of members of our
Government-

Mr Clarko: Can I read out the personalised
editorial?

Mr BRYCE: In a minute. Can I just establish
four or five minutes of my case?

Mr Court: You have been very quiet.
Mr BRYCE: I have been sitting here waiting

for the member for Nedlands to ask me how we
pulled off that wonderful deal to bring Rolls
Royce to Western Australia; and he has not
asked me yet. I have been wondering how long
I have to sit here in silence, waiting.

But I will return to the point. I do not intend
to go very far through this list because it is a
highly unhealthy exercise. However. I regret to
say that people like the member for Mt Lawley
and the member for Karrinyup require
reminding publicly that many people have been
appointed to Government positions by
Governments of both complexions. They have
selected people primarily on the basis of their
professionalism and ability to contribute, not
because of their polities.

I draw the attention of members to a few of
those people. When this Government decided
it wanted to employ the former Minister for
Health. Ray Young. as a consultant-because
he had skills as an accountant and had previous
ministerial experience and thoroughly under-
stood. we assumed and we assumed correctly,
the challenges to Government of the problems
associated with accommodation-members
opposite did not scream like hyenas about jobs
for the boys. It was the right decision because
he had the right skills for the job.

Mr Clarko: So we did not say anything.
Mr BRYCE: How unbelievably biased can

anyone be?
Several members interjected.
Mr Brian Burke: The Deputy Leader of the

Opposition tried to get Dr Syd Shea the sack; I
know that much.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I remind
members of the need not to interject, and cer-
tainly not to interject when not sitting in their
own seats.

Mr BRYCE: A young man in Bunbury has
just been endorsed by the Liberal Party for the
Federal seat of Forrest. I have known him for
many years and had the privilege of supporting
his nomination for his appointment to the
South West Development Authority. His name
is Jeff Prosser. and I would do the self-same
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thing again tomorrow, whether he was seeking
election to public office for the Liberal Party.
the National Party. or any other organisation.

The point I make is this: For God's sake, let
us grow up and realise that we live in a political
democracy. Let us not be ashamed of the insti-
tution of political democracy. Right throughout
North America and Western Europe people are
appointed by Governments of all sorts to
occupy positions based upon their ability to
contribute and to bring certain skills to bear on
problems that must be resolved and issues that
must be addressed.

There are countless examples. Let me be a
little uncharitable. Members opposite might re-
member the famous Les Slade. He was a mem-
ber of Sir Charles Court's campaign committee.
occupying a very high station inside the Public
Service of Western Australia.

Mr Court: When was he a member of the
campaign committee? Do you know?

Mr BRYCE: The year has slipped my mem-
ory at this stage.

Mr Court: I do not think he had a campaign
committee for a good 25 years.

Mr BRYCE: Does it matter very much
whether it was yesteryear or a generation ago?
The point is. he was then subsequently
appointed to be the Agent General for Western
Australia. and he finished up in Tokyo.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRYCE: Mr Deputy Speaker. I think you

can, by virtue of your understanding already of
the interjections from both sides of the House.
glean what an unbelievably unhealthy subject
this could be if members on either side of the
House decided to pursue it past the point of
making it a very simple issue; because there are
countless examples where members opposite,
when they were in Government. made appoint-
ments of their own supporters to key positions.
It is a very simple job for us to go through
records and trot out a list as long as my arm of
their previous candidates, and their card-
carrying supporters, for whom they carefully
and deliberately made appointments when they
were in office. if they want to play that game
and set themselves about the task of
denigrating people who participate in the pol-
itical process, they will pull the blue on their
own heads.

Members opposite should just think of some
of those departmental heads who were in place
when they left office, who were appointed by
members opposite, and about whom it can be

said that they were ripe Tories and conserva-
tives. Members should just consider where Les
McCarrey has ended up! Is there any doubt
that Les McCarrey was one of the principal
conservative economists in this State? Of
course, members opposite now see the paint I
make.

I will stop at that line, right now. I just want
the Opposition to know it is a very simple busi-
ness for us on this side of the House to engage
in that sort of exercise and demonstrate to
them on the basis of some really fundamental,
tit-for-tat logic that this process has been going
on for a long time. We are proud of the de-
cisions we make about appointments because
we make the decisions based on whoever we
believe will do the job most effectively. Only
yesterday, before Cabinet was a
recommendation from me involving
nominations for the appointment of people to
seven key positions with a brand new agency.

It is a very important one which I am sure
will be supported by members on both sides of
the House. The irony is I would bet London to
a brick there is not one person on the list whose
political sympathies would be in step with
mine. I would bet London to a brick that their
political sympathies are in line with those of
members opposite. I did not ask them what
their political sympathies were; I am not
interested in their political outlook but in what
I think is their skill base and their assets, in
terms of human experience, which they can
bring to bear on the jobs they are asked to do.
We have had enough of the nonsense about
people being members or supporters of any pol-
itical party, whether National Party. Labor
Party. Liberal Party, or Democrats.

Mr Clarko: Has a president of the Liberal
Party ever been appointed at $30 000 or
$40 000 to advise the Premier of the day?

Mr BRYCE: I do not know.

I only wanted to make that one point. I am
afraid it has been lost on the member for
Karrinyup because he seems absolutely deter-
mined to continue the tit-for-tat nonsense
about every individual he can bring to mind.
He does not feel comfortable about working
with the Public Service.

Mr Clarko: The newspapers want the infor-
mation. It says the Public Service has been
politicised on a massive scale, and the CSA
should be doing something about it. That is
their newspaper and their editorial. They have
never written that about us.

345



346 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr BRYCE: Has it occurred to the member
that the Public Service has been politicised
over a century, and that in this State it was
probably the most conservative institution? It
evolved that way over 100 years.

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.
Mr Laurance interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! the Depu-

ty Premier has ive minutes left and 1 think we
should try to let him continue his speech freefrom interjection. I would simply tell members
on both sides there will be no three warnings
for interject ions.

Mr BRYCE: I must be getting old. Mr Depu-
ty Speaker. I rest my case.

MR RUSH-TON (Dale) (7.53 pm]: The pre-
vious speaker genuinely tried to present an
even-handed position. The only point I would
raise before going on to my general remarks is
that the parallel he drew was not valid. He
chose the parallel of political appointments
today against that of Mr Les MeCarrey. who
was an apolitical public servant. I have not
spoken to him since he left the service-I think
somewhat disgruntled-but I do not think he
would be judged to have been other than
apolitical while in the Public Service. From
memory he came from the university. Maybe
the Deputy Premier's remarks were in good
faith inasmuch as he was trying to cool the
scene by pointing out the good in people. How-
ever. in relation to the second point he made. I
never judged any public servant who Worked
with me on the basis of what might be his
political beliefs. They worked loyalty and faith-
fully. Obviously some in the department and
on the ministerial staff would have been Labor
Party supporters. I never inquired, and I. got
wonderful loyalty from them-

Mr Bryce: Can I crave your indulgence and
cooperation? You were the Minister who ap-
proved George Bray's appointment at Belmont.
and the member for Karrinyup slipped into
him because he received the Order of Australia.
I nominated him for his AO. Do you know
why? A local Liberal Party candidate-a dis-
tinguished citizen: one of the most dis-
tinguished in my electorate-came to me and
asked me whether I would facilitate it if he
initiated the recommendation. I do not know
whether the member for Karrinyup heard that.
but he bucketed the man tonight.

Mr RUSHTQN: As far as I am concerned.
the City of Belmont made a very impassioned
plea for his appointnient. As Minister for Local
Government I was upholding the wishes and

autonomy of local government. I was staggered
to see the same person move through the Min-
ister's office, but it was not for me to judge
him.

The Deputy Premier talked about appointing
people, and it is a trick of this Government to
appoint people who seem to be good business
people, such as those involved in WADC. The
Government then hides behind those appoint-
ments as though that gives it credibility. That is
a weakness of the present structure.

Mr Brian Burke: Standards have slipped
since you came into Parliament, and the sorts
of values you adhered to have changed dra-
matically on both sides.

Mr RUSH-TON: I support the amendment
before us because part (a) refers to the Govern-
ment's development of political corporate
power. Part (b) refers to political appoint-
menits, and I will give a good illustration of that
point. Part (c) refers to weakening the indepen-
dence of the Public Service and creating a pub-
lic perception of cronyism, graft, and corrup-
tion. This Government has created the fertile
ground which has given rise to the situation
now perceived by the public.

The Premier remarked a few minutes ago
about standards in this House slipping. I agree
that has happened since 1965. and he has made
a big contribution to the degradation of this
place. When he came to power he sought a high
profile for h imself and took on most of the jabs
that were going, such as tourism and women's
affairs. it was a tremendous burden, but it was
done to promote his own high profile. Now he
has gone to the other extreme and has nothing
to do except maintain the monitoring system
which he watches and does well, and look after
the propagation of disinformation to the pub-
lic.

He is acknowledged as being very good at
that but it is hardly an attribute a Premier
should seek. If the public were to appoint an
ideal Premier, they would not ask him to be the
top man in the country to disseminate untruth-
ful news.

I deplore the creation of the fertile ground
which now provides for continual rumours.
Obviously, the Government with its monitor-
ing system is fully aware of those rumours. I
was close to getting to my feet the other day in
this House when I thought the Premier's wife
was being brought into the debate by the
disparaging remarks of a member. It is a sad
day when the Parliament becomes the forum
for personal denigration and the involvement
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of the families of members of Parliament. I
direct these remarks to every member in this
House and suggest to them they lift their game.
The Government has created the fertile ground
for the continual rumours relating to malprac-
tice.

One of the earlier events which comes to my
mind relates to the sale of land at Leeming. It
was put to me that a person who held a high
office in the Government was taking money
from the sale of the teeming project which.
incidentally, was sold to the Town and Country
Building Society. It was stated that the land
was sold for less than its value. That is the sort
of fertile ground which the Government creates
for the spreading of rumnours. I understand that
the value of the land was over $1 million more
than what was paid for it. I was told that a
senior Government member had acted im-
properly regarding the sale of the land but I
requested that person to provide me with a
statutory declaration. If' a person wants to
make such a claim it must be substantiated.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I said
earlier tonight that 1 did not want any interjec-
tions. I must say that for the last four or five
minutes members really have adhered to my
request. While 1 have not heard any interjec-
tions there are three very loud meetings cur-
rently taking place. The Ilansard reporter has a
job to do and I ask members to let that person
do that job. The only person I want to hear is
the member for Dale. If members must hold
meetings there are rooms available around the
building in which to hold them. Please utilise
them.

Mr RUSHTON: 1 refer now to examples of
this Government's administration. I have
asked several questions of the Premier and the
Minister for The Arts relating to the back-
ground of the Perth Entertainment Centre. The
reason 1 raised the questions was that on two
occasions the Minister for The Arts stated that
the Court Government was responsible for the
purchase of the Perth Entertainment Centre. I
am not prepared to let him get away with that
sort of statement. 1 put a question to the
Premier about this matter and his answer was
that I should refer my question to the Minister
for The Arts. I asked a further question of the
Premier and his reply was the same. When I
put the question to the Minister for The Arts he
said that he would advise me of the answer in
writing. It is nothing but the continuation of an
attempt on the Government's part not to in-
form the Hou~e of the facts.

The Tonkin Government was involved in a
guarantee to support the construction and de-
velopment of the Perth Entertainment Centre.
Of course, the project was not viable because
its total cost was something in the order of $I15
million. However, with the resulting change in
Government the people involved approached
the Government of the day and asked it to
continue with the proposal. Unfortunately, it
was claimed to be uneconomical but there was
an obligation under the guarantee on the part
of the Government. I deplore the dissemi-
nation of untruths by the Minister for The Arts.
He should know better, but he is deliberately
making the attacking point that the Court
Government badly purchased the Entertain-
ment Centre. He failed to point out that it was
initiated by the Tonkin Government.

The Burke Government has encouraged the
development of the Burswood Island Resort
project which includes an assembly area which
will seat approximately 22 000 people. Of
course, this sort of development will make the
Perth Entertainment Centre redundant. The
Labor Party has done the complete circle. First
it guaranteed the purchase of the Perth Enter-
tainment Centre and now it is encouraging and
promoting the development of a huge pavilion
at the Burswood Island Resart which will put
the Entertainment Centre out of business. I
would not mind if the Minister for The Arts
spoke the truth, but he had the effrontery to
blame the Court Government and that just is
not truthful.

I will now demonstrate to the House the use
of political advisers by this Government. I
deliberately asked the Minister for Transport a
question relating to the leasing of the
Queensland Government Railways railcars for
the America's Cup. I asked what was the date
of manufacture of the oldest chassis of a
Westrail passenger coach still in use. The
answer was 1890-1 knew that. In his reply the
Minister said that his answer was not provided
with any pleasure. He said that it was an absoi-
ute disgrace and reflected the failure of
Governments over the past 20 years to pursue
an effective and considered decision towards
public transport in this city. The answer was
totally untrue because the Burke Government
put in use the railcar with the I1890 chassis to
keep the Perth-Fremantle railway in operation.
It is deplorable because it certainly is an untrue
statement.

As a result of persistent questioning the
Premier has been forced to advise the House
that there are far more public servants
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employed in the Public Service than he admit-
ted previously. His monitoring service obvi-
ously tells him that if he kicks the Public Ser-
vice he will receive political gain. Therefore, he
introduced the 50 per cent replacement cut and
other cuts but in spite of his actions there has
been a rise in employment in the Public Ser-
vice. Again, the Premier has given false infor-
mation. The Australian Bureau of Statistics
shows that when this Government took office
109 000 people were employed by the State
Government. hut this figure has increased to
123 000. The Government kept changing the
basis of employment figures and the Oppo-
sition has had to put up with the Government
not answering its questions directly. Something
like $280 million has been spent in this em-
ployee increased area and as far as I am con-
cerned this Government is not prepared to
answer for what it has done. The Government
has lost its credibility and it is deplorable that
the Parliament has had to operate in this sort of
atmosphere.

I turn now to political appointments. The
Minister for Education asked the Opposition if
it would indicate which officers would not con-
tinue in the employ of the Government if there
were a change in Government. Members on
this side of the House have been asking for a
list of political appointments for a long time.
but it has not received an answer.

I personally believe that there are hundreds
of them: they are not just at the top level they
are at the second level and the third level. What
is going to happen when there is a change of
Government? When an appointment is to be
made. instead of coming up through the Public
Service in an innocent way, one will find it will
be a direct appointment from Trades Hall.

Mr Peter Dowding: That is absolutely unfair
to loyal public servants. You are casting a slur
on all of them.

Mr RUSHTON: To my knowledge a solicitor
from the Builders Labourers Federation was
transferred into the Minister for Transport's
office.

Mr Peter Dowding: What is wrong with that?
Mr RUSHTON: That is the sort of thing

which has been going on.
I will conclude my remarks on this question

of political appointments, which is a very real
problem. The Government has appointed
Phillip Vincent to be an adviser to the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs and I claim that the
Government did that directly to protect its in-
vestment of something like $150 000 which

was spent by the Government on this candidate
in the last two elections. The Government has
appointed this man deliberately to protect its
investment and to ensure that he does not have
to earn a living in the private sector-which he
normally would have to do-to give him maxi-
mum time to exploit the political scene, ready
for the next election. I find this absolutely
objectionable and it could easily be seen by the
taxpayers of this State as a misappropriation of
funds.

The Government has avoided giving Parlia-
ment details also of the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation's financial activities,
including the results, and has misled Parlia-
ment over the numbers of salaried and wages
employees employed by the Government.
which is shown by an Australian Bureau of
Statistics figure indicating an increase in em-
ployment costs of something like $280 million
during the lifetime of this Government. The
Government has continued to deny Parliament
legitimate information regarding its political
appointments.

I believe the Government stands condemned
and without credibility.

MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands-Min-
ister for Labour. Productivity and Employ-
ment) [8. 13 pm]: The Opposition is clearly
speaking tonight with its collective tongue in its
collective cheek-and there is no better place
for them than that, either.

The Opposition ran a political organisation
which sought to politicise the Public Service by
having departmental officers doing those as-
pects of the odinary day-to-day political work
of Government that ought never to be done by
public servants. The Burke Labor Government
has recognised the integrity of the Public Ser-
vice by saying that it will not presume on Pub-
lic Service officers to do those tasks. We all
have in our ministerial offices, like most
democracies. people who are appointed only
for the period of the Minister's terms of office
and people who will serve the people of West-
ern Australia without compromising the Public
Service and asking the Public Service to do
political jobs.

When the member for Dale got up and
criticised the Minister for Transport for
employing probably one of the best industrial
advocates in Western Australia to help him
with the political task of running a Minister's
office in relation to his Portfolio of Transport.
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he was suggesting that the Minister should have
had departmental officers to do those political
(asks.

Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: When it is said by

the member ror Mt Lawley that there ought not
to be political appointments-

Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: At least on the

Government benches members can trust one
another. We do not have to keep looking at one
another: we know there will not be knives in
one another's backs. That is the difference; and
when the member for Mt Lawley interjects in
this context, I would remind him that he sought
to destroy what is admittedly in large part in
some local authorities a myt that is, the non-
political nature of local government. He actu-
ally had the temerity, as a Liberal member of
Parliament reiving a salary as such, to sit on a
local council and participate in the decision-
making process.

Mr Cash: Get your facts straight.
Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: That is absolutely

ludicrous.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order?
Mr PETER DOWDING: Anyone who re-

flects on the Chair is outrageous.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I find

these interjections unruly.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The difference be-

tween the Liberal Party when it was in Govern-
ment and the present Government is that t he
Liberal Party sought to politicise the Public
Service.

MrClarko interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Let me remind the

member for Karrinyup that he, as Minister for
Education, sought to punish a principal of a
school in my electorate because I had been into
that school to have a private discussion with a
library assistant after school hours. As the then
Minister for Education he chased the head-
master of that school-the very capable head-
master of that school-on his long service leave
across Australia.

Mr Laurance interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for

Gascoyne is awful. He sought to prevent the
public servants in the course of their duties
communicating with me as an Opposit ion
backbcncher making inquiries about housing in
my constituency- a constituency, I might add.

that the Liberal Government had left in a huge
hole in terms of meeting housing commit-
menits. Thai is not all; the Liberal Party did not
stop at-

Mr Clarko: You left them for Maylandls:
dumped them cold.

Mr PETER DOWDING: -trying to politi-'
cise the Public Service: members opposite went
on with their attempts to actually incon-
venience and destroy employment for people
who had identified themselves as having Labor
Party sympathies and had indicated their
interest in the political life. I remind some
people opposite, disgraceful as they are, that
the member for Pilbara was sacked.

Mr Clarko: You put your father on the pay-
roll. Nobody else has ever done that. A hand in
the public purse!

Mr PETER DOWDING: What is the mem-
ber for Karrinyup saying?

Mr Clarko: Does your father work for you or
for your colleague?

Mr PETER DOWDING: What is the mem-
ber for Karrinyup saying?

Mr Clarko: lobs for the boys.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Go on. say it. The

member for Karrinyup has made an alle-
gation-

Mr Clarko: You put your Dad on the payroll.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Whose payroll? Do
not laugh: the member has made an allegation
about my father, who is a community worker,
whose involvement in public life is well known.
and who is 75 years old and yet still works a 15-
hour day for the community.

Mr Clarko: What is he doing walking around
the Parliament? Is he working for your col-
league? I am asking you a question: Is he work-
ing for your colleague?

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member said
he had his hand in the public purse.

Mr Clarko: Does he work for Tom Stephens?
I asked you a question.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member
should not ask me a question. He has raised the
name of a respectable person in the community
simply because he happens to be my father. I
ask the member once more: Tell us what he is
saying. t he member should tell us what his
allegations are. Is this more smear?

Several members interjected.
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Mr PETER DOWDI NG: I have the time: the
member should tell us what he is saying. The
member for Karrinyup has made an allegation
and he should substantiate it.

Mr Clarko: The day you get me to do what
you want-

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member
should just tell me what he is saying. The mem-
ber for Karrinyup made an allegation:, he
should now substantiate it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: I could not have

asked for a better example of what is so evil
about the minds of some people opposite.

Mr Lightfoot: Nothing more evil in your
mind, ankles.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Just because I
acted for the member for Murchison-Eyre's
missus 16 years ago, he should not get his
knickers in a twist.

Not very many people in this community
would have anything evil or wrong to say about
my father.

Mr Clarko: Did he not work for Tom
Stephens?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Is that what the
member for Karrinyup is saying? I ask him to
substantiate it.

My father is a person for whom I have the
greatest admiration: few people in the com-
munity have devoted their lives to the service
of Western Austral ians as he has.

Mr Lightfoot: What a disappointment you
must be to him.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for
Murchison-Eyre can take that view if he
wishes. The member for Karrinyup wants to
raise an allegation about impropriety on the
part of my father-and I have invited him to
raise it here.

Mr Clarko: Did he work for Tom Stephens?
Mr PETER DOWDING: That is the mem-

ber's problem. My father is a Labor supporter
and as far as I know he has been one all his lire.
1 am proud of that.

Mr Clarko: Why did he walk around this
building for several weeks last year? I was ad-
vised that he had a job.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What is the mem-
ber saying? I am telling him that he has raised
the position in this debate of the employment
of my father and I am saying that he is casting a

slur on him. I am inviting him to substantiate
that slur which he has declined to do. If he
declines to do so. then for God's sake he should
not go around hurting people without evidence.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PETER DOWDING: In the same context

when the member for Pilbara was my electorate
secretary, and before she had nominated for a
seat in this House. members opposite de-
manded that she be sacked; that is. she directly
lost her employment as a result of a decision by
the Cabinet of the day-many of whom are
sit i ng op pos ite bellIy-ach ing-a nd t hose peopl e
had her sacked because she had indicated a
desire to run for Parliament.

Mr Clarko: She was endorsed.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The member is so

political that he cannot understand his own
perfidy.

Mrs Buchanan: It was I8 months before the
election.

Mr PETER DOWDING. That occurred 18
months before the election and it was enough
that the member had identified herself. As a
direct result of her political beliefs she lost her
job and now in exactly the same way the mem-
ber for Karrinyup wants to impugn my father's
honesty. It is shameful and that is why I am
saying that this amendment is so shallow. This
Government has sought to provide a buffer be-
tween the political activities of Government
and surely no-one in the Opposition is
suggesting that Government Ministers do not
have a political role to provide. The Govern-
mernt is prepared to provide a burner between
the political activities of Government and the
Civil Service, which the Opposition was not
prepared to do.

It demanded that public servants perform
tasks which were essentially political, including
briefing people about the prospects of pry-
selection. I know that a number of public ser-
vants were asked to brief people about how
best to get preselected.

M r Rushton: Produce the evidence.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The difference be-
tween members opposite and me is that I do
not name him or her on the one hand, nor do I
name the particular person involved because I
know that if I were to identify the person, if
and when the Opposition got back into
Government, which is unlikely, that person
would be finished.

350



[Tuesday, 7 April I19871 5

The second thing I want to say tonight about
this pitiful amendment is that the Opposition is
calling for Government efficiency. Let us re-
mind the Opposition that it has been in office
much longer in terms of time than we have in
the last 20 years and we inherited a Public
Service which did not know how many people
worked for it or its instrumentalities; a public
sector which did not know what land or build-
ings it owned: and a Public Service which had
no idea of asset management.

Mr Lightfoot interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: You, Mr Deputy
Speaker, must be amazed at the Johnny-come-
lately who spent umpteen years pretending to
be a geologist and who is now pretending to be
a public administrator.

That is the legacy of the people opposite and.
furthermore, on their own admission huge
areas of the Public Service were allowed to
languish without ministerial or financial
interest and support over many years. The
classic example is the one for which I now have
ministerial responsibility, the Stale Printing
Division. Members opposite never went there
as Ministers. It was not funded or supported.
The Opposition created the CDA and left it to
manage as best it could. It allowed these organ-
isations to will on the vine and we 'have be-
come involved in order to provide a more ef-
ficient public sector because that is in the
interest of everyone who works in the public
sector.

Mr Rushton interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for
Dale is in his dotage and he must admit that he
presided in a lackadaisical way over the
Transport portfolio and let everyone potter
along without much accountability or under-
standing about what was happening. The mem-
ber for Dale was only able to produce Press
releases longer than anyone had seen before. In
fact, members will recall that the Press used to
complain that their telex machines were run-
ning out of paper because of his Press re-
leases--not for content but for volume.

These are the issues with which this Govern-
ment has been prepared to grapple:. they are not
easy issues:, it is always easier to do nothing and
the member for Dale sat year after year doing
nothing. Look at the very excellent work of the
member for Esperance-Dundas. He was able to
reorganise Westrail and do things in terms of
making it an organisation with a commercial

edge which the member for Dale had never
been able to achieve. The member for
Mundaring. who has done an excellent job as
the Minister for Transport, has been able to
revitalise sections of the transport industry.

The truth is that the Opposition was not able
to do it. No-one really believes that Opposition
members will stand in this place and admit that
they were incompetent. No-one believes that
the Opposition will admit it was unable to
manage the interests of the people of Western
Australia. However, in their dotage, despair.
and their pathetic attempts to criticise this
Government. members opposite should not
make an evil thing of hard-working public ser-
vants who do not want to be politicised. They
should not make an evil thing of this Govern-
ment's ensuring that there is a political barrier
into which public servants do not have to step
in order that we can govern without
compromising the Public Service.

Mr Court: That is a novel explanation!

Mr Brian Burke: I think it is an excellant
explanation!

Mr PETER DOWDING: This notion of
abolishing and changing a large number of de-
partments in order to force high ranking public
servants to retire and be replaced, etc. is absol-
ute nonsense. If the Opposition seriously asked
the people of Western Australia to accept that a
Government in these times of stringency
should sit back and allow administrative
inefficiencies to continue, then perhaps that
ought to be on its political agenda and we will
tell the people of Western Australia how hope-
less it would be if the Opposition were ever to
get back into Government.

Mr Lauranee: It is no wonder the Minister
for Health got a leapfrog over you.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Clarke
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Crane
Mr H-assell
Mr House
Mr Laurance

Ayes- t9
Mr Lightfoot
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tubby
Mr Wait
Mr Williamns

(Teller)
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Mrs Begg
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge
Mr Tom Jones

Ayes
Mr Thompson
Mr Mensaros
Mr Lewis
Mr Grayden
M r Schell

Noes 23
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Thomas
Mr Troy
Dr Watson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Mr Wilson
Mr Taylor
Mr Bridge.
Mrs Watkins
Mr Carr

(T11I111

Amendment thus negatived.

Debaic (on nroin) Resumed
DRi WATSON (Canning) [8.36 pm]: I wish

to canvass some of the issues before this House
relating to aged people of various ethnic min-
ority groups. Australia is ageing. Australia is a
multicultural society. and this has tremendous
implications for social planning. and policy.
and programmes and services. Definitions of
old age are deceptively difficult. It is a complex
problem. The older population is not a
homogeneous gmoup with similar patterns of
need. There are various aspects of the ageing
process which give rise to many differences,
those being social, biological, psychological.
and cultural.

There are important views on ageing which
differ, and these depend on the longevity of the
population. the proportions of aged in the
population, and the activities of the people who
are defined as aged.

A survey done for the National Institute of
Labour Studies at Flinders University reveals
that the population aged 60 and over is cur-
rently growing at a rate of 2.5 per cent per
annum. In 1901, only 3.9 per cent of the total
population was aged 65 or over. By 2021 the
aged population will make up to 15 per cent of
the population. It is the fastest growing age
group in society, and that has tremendo us
socioeconomic implications for planning. The
oldest segment of the aged population is grow-
ing the fastest. The age structure of those over
65 is itself ageing and changing. in 1981, 53 per
cent of people between 65 and 69 wer women:
of those over 85.73per cent werewomen.

All the basis demographic processs-fer-
tility. mortality and migration-have
contributed, although unequally, to the rapid

growth in our ageing population. Imnmigration
has been an important component of the ageing
of Australia's population. By 1981, 11 per cent
of Australia's population aged 60 or more were
born in non-English-speaking countries. The
children of migrants who arrived here in the
1920s are now themselves ageing. Our post-war
migrants are ageing. Older people constitute a
significant proportion of immigrants now
coming to Australia.

By 2001 itis predicted that of all aged people
one person in five will have come from non-
English-speaking backgrounds. The numbers
will double in the 20 years from 1981 to 2001.
In Western Australia. aged persons from non-
English-speaking backgrounds comprise 1.7 per
cent of the population. By 2001, that pro-
portion will be 3.1 per cent.

Immediately following World War 11, over-
seas migrants who were in their 20s to early 40s
were deliberately selected. This had a defi-
nite younging effect of the population at that
lime. Those people are now swelling the num-
bers of Australians entering old age. Some may
not have the family linkages that Australian-
born people have. Some will not be able to
avail themselves of services: Their dependency
on their compatriots increases with age as their
grasp of English weakens.

The size of the older population in the latter
part of the century will bear the historical im-
print of the large-scale immigration earlier this
century. Around one quarter of the migrants
coming to Australia in recent years have come
under the family migration programmes in-
cluding, as I said earlier, substantial numbers
of people in the older age groups.

Ethnic aged people face the general difficult-
ics of ageing as well as some that are specific to
themselves, and I will address three factors
common to them and to their communities.
One is isolation, which reflects their culture as
well as their migration histories and experi-
ences. The second is the small personal net-
works to which they belong. The third is
English language difficulties.

I will deal firstly with isolation. The crucial
element in the wellbeing felt by older people is
the nature of their living arrangements and the
family context within which they live. While
the majority of older men live as part of a
married couple. that is not the case for women.
The ethnic aged are more concentrated in capi-
tal cities than are Australian-born aged, and
survey after survey, as well as lay observations.
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show that the ethnic aged are more likely to be
mare socially isolated than are the Australian-
born aged.

The ethnic population is not only growing
but also changing. Some groups are clustered in
very narrow age ranges and have very specific
needs as a consequence of the circumstances
surrounding their original migration.

In 1981. the ethnic communities with the
largest aged populations in order of size were
Italian, Polish. Dutch. German, and Greek: but
over the next 20 years the order will be Italian,
Greek. Yugoslav, German. and Dutch. The age
structure of communities from the Baltic States,
Italy, the USSR, the Ukraine, Greece, and
Hungary will change so that by 2001 over 40
per cent of those people will be more than 60
years old. They will have Australian-born chil-
dren and grandchildren who may be very lim-
ited in the kind of support they can provide.

As far as their personal networks go, despite
the fact that there are fewer family members to
care for them, disproportionate numbers of
older migrants live with their families for a
range of reasons. Whereas 1 3 per cent of
Australian-born women of 75 and over live
with their relatives. 40 per cent of people born
in northern and eastern Europe and 50 per cent
of people born in southern Europe live with
their families. This is not only because of
lifestyle preferences and traditional obligations.

Why is living alone not a viable alternative
for elderly ethnic minorities? Proficiency in the
English language is one of the deciding factors.
Widows formerly dependent on their spouse's
competence in English may have to move in
with their families. According to the 1981 cen-
sus. I15 000 women aged over 60 were able to
speak English. and this accounted for 15 per
cent of all women in that age group who were
born overseas.

More recent migrants who have come here
under family migration programmes cannot
qualify for age pensions for 10 years. This can
involve extended periods of income depen-
dence on relatives, and although 50 per cent of
Australian-born people have low incomes, this
was true -for 70 per cent of aged people from
Yugoslavia. Greece, Italy, Vietnam, Holland,
and Poland. Their financial security is precari-
ous.

For those who are frail and dependent, living
with relatives is also an alternative to living
alone rather than in a nursing home. A survey
conducted by the Australian Council on the
Ageing found that fewer than three in 10 of the
(12)

total population who were on nursing home
waiting lists actually wanted to bc in a nursing
home. In fact, they 'said they would rather not
move at all but wanted to avoid living alone.

Elderly people of all backgrounds want to be
supported in their own homes. Federal and
State Governments have now recognised this
and are allocating funds through various av-
enues to support this desire so that people can
live in their own communities and their own
surroundings and speak their own language.
We need to consider whether the nursing
homes we now have can provide culturally-ap-
propriate care. Ethno-specific residential facili-
ties provide care and support which recognise
particular language, cultural, and religious
needs, and ensure that the old people who wish
to can live in their own ethnic community set-
ting.

I now come to perhaps the most isolating
feature, which is English language difficulties.
Old age may be complicated by problems or
needs arising from language barriers and sig-
nificant cultural differences. Major language
problems among people born in Greece, Italy,
and Yugoslavia are present. A majority of
women aged 65 and over from those countries
cannot communicate in English. and this
presents a problem of considerable proportion
in the provision of services.

Ethnic aged people have low utilisation rates
of existing aged care services, for reasons in-
cluding language barriers, the lack of knowl-
edge about services, and care by their own fam-
ilies and extended families. In any case, the
generally low level of English proficiency
among the aged from non-English-speaking
countries affects many aspects of their lives.
There are difficulties in communication and a
restricted knowledge of the use of resources.

The range of people with whom they can
communicate is limited, and besides that there
is a strong need to use one's mother tongue
when talking of personal and emotional mat-
ters. Furthermore there is increasing evidence
that people regress to using their primary
language, especially where contact with others
is reduced and when they must be cared for in
nursing homes. This is a phenomenon w hich
occurs among people who have been here for
many years and have aquired a competence
and facility in the English language.

Clearly language maintenance and regression
issues should be the focus of sustained research
programmes. I am not sure that we can stop
this phenomenon, but the remedy is surely to
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give the person some comfort wilh linguisti-
cally and culturally-appropri ate services, with
bilingual staff, familiar food, and familiar re-
l igious observances.

Also. health issues of common concern to all
aged Australians are often intensified for those
with a non-English-speaking background The
factors which contribute to a greater threat to
the health of overseas-born people include such
things as their social isolation, their lack of
family and community support, and their low
socioeconomic status. One of the important
factors is that during their working life they
have been concentrated in high-risk and un-
skilled occupations which have often left them
with a legacy of work-related disabilities.

Large-scale studies of the aged done by the
Australian Council on the Ageing and the
Australian Institute of Multicultural Affairs
provide numerous findings about aged mi-
grants and their health. They have more
chronic illnesses and disabling conditions.
They are more likely to have a severe handicap.
They assess their own health as poor. Their
knowlege of health services is lower. Their
unmet necds for health services are higher than
those of native-born Australians.

The great majority of the ethnic aged came to
Australia as young men and women and have
spent their working lives contributing to every
aspect of this society. Most have been active
and independent members of their families and
the community. The ethnic aged, as with all
Australians of advanced age, are not as a group
a social problem but a significant minority are
at a greater disadvantage in gaining access to
aged-care program mes and services, principally
because of their inability 1o speak, read, or
write English.

As I commented earlier, a number of social
policy and programme delivery issues are
involved. In an effort to address these issues.
the Commonwealth Government. through the
Australian Institute of Multicultural Affairs.
commissioned a report in 1985 called "Ageing
in a Multicultural Society: The situation of mi-
grants from non-English speaking countries".
This was followed by the publication of a re-
port this year entitled "Strategies for change by
the Ethnic Aged Working Party", a joint work-
ing party of the Department of Community
Services and the Depantment of Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs. The report addressed the
difficulties that aged members of ethnic com-
munities are experiencing in accessing services

and pointed out that the services that are avail-
able are often not delivered or structured ap-
propriately towards their needs.

The working party conducted national con-
sultations to enable the ethnic aged themselves
and representatives of ethnic communities to
advise on needs and possible ways of meeting
those needs. Its 4? recommendations included
the recommendation to make Government ser-
vices more accessible and to provide services
which are therefore more equitable.

The recommendations also included the
recommendation that all bodies determining
aged policy and monitoring needs and im-
plementation should have members from eth-
nic communities represented on them. Com-
munity services and nursing homes which care
for people of non-English-speaking back-
grounds should be encouraged to employ bi-
lingual care givers as well as paid professionals
and paid and voluntary workers. An aim of
matching clients and earers should be estab-
lished. It was also recommended that some ser-
vices. perhaps that of meals delivery, should be
subcontracted to various ethnic groups.

The explicit aims of the recommendat ions
are to provide access to appropriately delivered
and structured services. The participation rates
of bilingual members of ethnic communities in
professions relevant to the ethnic aged should
be increased. Translator and interpreter ser-
vices should be enhanced and the functions of
i ntIerp reters p ro moted.

The recom mendat ions, however, focus on
recruiting bilingual people to deliver culturally
appropriate services, as well as on the wide
dissemination of multilingual pamphlets
describing entitlements and Government ser-
vices.

The Western Australian Government.
through the Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs
Commission, the Bureau for the Aged and the
Western Australian Council on the Aged, con-
siders the language needs of ethnic aged should
be examined as a matter of high priority. They
are being addressed.

While it is a matter of principle that needs of
all minority users and groups of Government
services should be planned and delivered as
mainstream policy objectives, there is a justifi-
cation for ethno-specific services to meet the
needs of ethnic aged people. This is more likely
to ensure equitable access to those services and
is also more likely to structure the kind of flexi-
bility necessary to take account of the existing
and changing diversity in language. culture.
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birthplace, age, history, diet, and religious ob-
servances of the many groups that go to make
up our society. The great need of the ethnic
aged which sets them apart from other old
people is for an increase in social participation.
It has been said that to be aged and from an
ethnic minority is to live under a double jeop-
ardy. and to be a woman compounds that vul-
nerability. Those communities in which the
problem is most acute should participate in de-
cisions to alleviate that isolation. Smaller
groups and recently arrived groups lack human
and financial resources to meet those needs.
However, this is not to say that these are not
also problems of the larger and longer settled
groups.

I repeat: the great need of the ethnic aged
which sets them apart ram other old people is
for increased social participation. One means
of reducing that need is to deliver linguistically
and culturally relevant services.

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [8.57 pmJ: My
main concern which I wish to address in this
Address-in-Reply debate is that Australia has
lost its way. The values of our parents which
stood this country in such good stead for so
many years have gone. To that extent our
country is not even considered to be a
Christian country anymore. In fact, even our
Prime Minister is a self-confessed agnostic.

Every society has t0 have values. Our com-
munity values are declining. Many among us
have lost our pride and our sense of direction.
Marriages are breaking up at an alarming rate.
Some people are prepared to live permanently
on the dole and families are being destroyed by
drugs. alcohol, and the many other side effects
of our low community standards. One major
side effect is that our children are attending
schools without the emotional background and
stability to enable them to cope. The low
achievers in high schools are being ignored by
the education system and, because these chil-
dren lack self-esteem, they seek ways to express
themselves. Many of those ways lead to viol-
ence and crime. They have little prospect of
obtaining a job and, because they hold little
hope for the future, they end up with major
social problems.

I have been involved with coaching under-
age children's sport for many years and one
thing I have noticed with a great deal of clarity
is that a lot of under-nine Aboriginal children
are courteous and keen. However, at some later
stage. they look to the future, see that they do
not have one and begin to drop their bundle.

We need to be able to address these problems
so that these children can regain their self-re-
spect. One way of doing that is to allow success-
ful people of Aboriginal descent to attend high
schools to speak to the children because, by
doing this, it may show children the way out.
Schools are now addressing the problems oft
sex, drugs, AIDS, and many other problems
faced by children, but they are not taught about
themselves, their self-esteem, or self-discipline.
Even religious studies have been thrown out
the window in many schools. The fact that all
people are not equal under our laws and the
fact that the courts are not applying equal pen-
alties to all people add to the discontent. Not
long ago, a young Aboriginal youth in my elec-
torate was caught robbing premises. HeI was
apprehended, taken to court, but released only
to repeat his crime within 12 hours.

Society will not stand for that. My comments
have nothing to do with being racist but they
have a lot to do with a society that believes that
it has to be lenient towards the disadvantaged.
Our society pours hundreds of thousands of
dollars into funds to support disadvantaged
groups. It is time society learnt that money
does not cure all. We need to address the cause
of the problems and not seek to Find a cure.

Right now in Northam a large number of
out-of-town people are seeking trouble. Like
the envi ron mental ist group, there is a group of
Aboriginal people who roamn this State bringing
terror to the people. This group is now in
Northam. As an example of this terror I advise
the House that last week the group to which I
have referred broke into a widow's home in
Northam. They threatened the life of the
widow and her children because, as a family,
they want to live a respectable life, and because
of that their lives were in danger. As soon as
the group left the house the widow rang the
police station, but there was no answer because
two policemen were involved in motor vehicle
licence checks on the highway, and another was
involved in an emergency. The woman con-
cerned could not obtain any satisfaction from
the law. I do not blame the police in Northam,
because they are severely undermanned.

A group of young men, older than school age
stand outside the Northam High School
waiting for students to exit the high school in
order that they can beat them up. Parents are
not sending their children to the high school
because they are frightened of injury to them.

People in cars are roaming the streets of
Northam, waving bottles and lengths of wood,
and threatening people who are walking on the
footpaths. I am told that the police cannot con-
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trol this sort of behaviour because it does not
constitute an act of violence as a crime has not
been committed. People are scared to go to
work and to do their shopping because they are
easy pickings for the troublemakers.

Last Friday night the children's basketball
grand finals were held at Northanm. and the out-
of-town group crashed the event and caused a
fight in which a large number of people became
involved. The group of troublemakers waited
outside the venue while one of its members
entered the venue and started a fight, Once the
fight had been started the group of
troublemakers poured through the door.
Among the first people 10 be attacked were two
policemen who wcre in attendance. One was hit
with a sizeable piece of wood which knocked
him out. The other policeman was hit and
forced to the floor, and when he gained his
composure and got to his feet he was pressed to
protect himself and his partner,

Mr Gordon Hill: Are you using a colourful
description to frighten the people in your dcc-
torate?

Mr TRENORDEN: There is no reason to
frighten them: they are already terrified and
concerned.

Several members interjected.

Mr Cowan: They are already frightened and
nobody is offering them any protection. The
police cannot offer protection because there is
not enough of them.

Mr TRENORDEN: I am not blaming the
police, and I do not intend to do that They do
an excellent job. and I support them.

Mr Gordon Hill: If you have a complaint
about the roster, take it to the commissioner.

Several members interjected.

Mr TRENORDEN: Twenty-three policemen
are stationed in Northam: and with three shifts
and allowances for sick leave it does not leave
many policemen on one shift.

Dr Gallop: When we have all the fat cats.
there will be no money to employ more
policemen.

Mr TRENORDEN: There will be more
money than the member would care to poke a
stick at.

Mr Court: The same problem you are raising
is the same problem being faced by the people
in Wyndham and Kununurra.

Mr TRENORDEN: The main point is that a
known group of people are roaming the State
causing strife. I understand that there was
trouble in the Premier's electorate a few
months ago.

I refer again to the children's basketball
grand final at Northam. The intruders went
into the hail and beat up children and women.
It was a total disgrace. Some of these blow-ins
have criminal records. and they should be
restrained from touring the State on missions
of terror. They stay with friends in Homeswest
accommodation, which is against Homeswest's
rules. Pressure must be applied to make these
people accountable to the law. One youth in
Northam keeps assaulting other youths at the
school, and the parents will not press charges
because their children are threatened. A stand
against these acts must be made and made now.

The first stand must come from the parents
and the community. I do not blame the Minis-
ter for Police and Emergency Services, but I
gather he is feeling guilty. The parents and the
general community must take the first stand.
Secondly. a stand muss be taken by the courts
to apply equally all the rules of this land.
Thirdly. there must be enough polieemen to
support-

Mr Gordon Hill: What should I be feeling
guilty about?

Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister for Police
and Emergency Services should be feeling
guilty that there are not enough policemen in
my electorate.

Mr Gordon Hill: My Government has a par-
ticularly good record in police recruitment: and
they are responsible to the Commissioner of
Police.

M rTR ENOR DEN: What about the numbers
and where they are deployed? Is the Minister
saying that that is up to the commissioner?

Mr Gordon Hill: That is the responsibility of
the commissioner.

Mr TRENORDEN: Does not the Minister
have any responsibility?

Mr Gordon Hill: Not that responsibility.
Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister's perform-

ance matches that: he has no responsibility.
Mr Gordon Hill: Do you believe that I would

interfere in directing police officers around the
State? Do you think that I should be respon-
sible for deploying staff' around the State?

MrTRENORDEN: I believe the Minister Cot
Police and Emergency Services should open his
eyes to see the problems which country towns
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are racing. There is a group of people touring
Western Australia and terrorising people in the
community. It is the Minister's responsibility.

Mr Gordon Hill: It is my responsibility and
the responsibility of the Government to give
the cake to the commissioner to cut as he
thinks appropriate. That is what we have done.
We have a better history of police recruitment
than any other Government. As I have sai
many times in this Parliament, I am not going
to direct the Commissioner of Police or senior
police officers. They do their job: and it is not
proper for members of Parliament to do so,
and I am not about to start.

Mr Cash: The police want to get rid of you.
Have a look at this headline. What does it say
about you?

Mr TRENORDEN: 1 am hopeful that major
problems will not occur in my town, because
when it happened in anotber area a number of
people were very concerned. A lot of children
were hurl and Government property was de-
stroyed. I am hopeful that will not happen
again. I am bringing this matter to the attention
of the Minister for Police and Emergency Ser-
vices, and he can ignore it if he wishes.

Most importantly. we must stress the causes
of the problem. People with little self-respect
and with no aim in life will cause trouble. We
need change. Individuals must be given a
chance in life. The socialistic experiment of the
Labor Government has failed totally. As an
example of that the Federal Minister for the
Environment. Mr Cohen. stated that any indi-
vidual who put himself at risk of being eateni by
a crocodile will be fined. The only thing one
can deduce from that comment is that if a per-
son is unlucky he will get caught by the ranger.
but if he is lucky he will be eaten by a crocodile!
It is absolute stupidity. but it is typical of com-
ments made by members of the Labor Party.

Another point I raise concerns small business
in this State. which has been totally ignored by
this Government. I refer particularly to country
small. business. A study done last year has
vanished. When questioned about it, the Min-
ister for Small Business said that the material
was far too confidential and obviously 'too
secret to be discussed. This Government does
not have an interest in small business and it
does not wish to act on behalf of small busi-
ness.

M r Troy: That is absolute rubbish.
Mr TRENOR DEN: What is the Minister go-

ing to do about it?

Mr Troy: All the facilites of the Small Busi-
ness Development Corporation are available to
the country sector.

Mr TRENORDEN: They were available last
year and the year before.

Mr Troy: How do you rationalise the general
adjustment in country small business which has
been going on for 40 years?

MrTRENORDEN: At this rate?

Mr Troy: Not necessarily. Which one are you
going to sacrifice, or are you going to retain
them all? You will not face up to the fact that
there is a rational isation.

M r TRENOR DEN: There is a real rational is-
ation. The Minister has not done a single thing.
Can he name one thing he has done?

Mr Troy: We have given them all the pro-
visions that are available.

M r Cowan: There are haif a dozen businesses
in the country that are trying to get a Treasury
grant. Apart from that, they get no assistance at
all.

Mr Troy: They got the same assistance as
every other small business person in the State.

Mr Cowan: They have got nothing at all.

Mr Troy: You have got to face the fact. Who
has walked away from small business? The
financial institutions have, and you know that
better than 1.

Mr Cowan: What have you done about that?
Absolutely nothing again.

Mr Troy: Yes, we have.

Mr Cowan: I am terribly sorry, but interest
rates have not come down.

Mr TRENORDEN: A sum of $70 million
was committed to building societies a year ago
to support mortgage rates. Why can the same
system not be worked for country businesses?
They are not as important to the Minister.

Mr Troy: Are you saying that Northam, your
home town, is not better than it was four or
five years ago in terms of small business in that
town? You have. a very short memory.

Mr TRENORDEN: I am saying that the
business houses of my electorate are going
through tougher financial times than last year
and the year before. The Minister is prepared
to prop up mortgages in the metropolitan area.
because he has a vested interest in them. The
Minister will not help the country areas in the
same way.
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Mr Troy: You would be one of the people
who would say machinery dealers should get
special consideration after a record year in
1984-85.

Mr TRENORDEN: Is the Minister saying
the machinery dealers had a record year in
1984-85?

Mr Troy: Thai is dead right, The investment
allowa nce gave them that.

Mr TRENORDEN: Why did they have a
problem in 1985?

Mr Troy: They did not have a problem in
1985.

Mr TRENORDEN: They have millions of
dollars of second-hand equipment on their lots
at 23, 24 and 27 per cent. The Minister does
not understand the facts. The Minister would
not recognise a machinery dealership if he fell
over one. The Federal Government has sunk
$ 120 m ill1ion i nto ba nks to prop up mortgages.
How does the Minister justify the highest poss-
ible profits for the banks? Small business is
going down the gurgier. Interest rates are the
No. I consideration of small businesses in the
country. We have been told that Government
departments will pay the bills within 30 days.
but that Is not occurring.

Mr Troy: You give us one example where it
is not.

Mr TRENORDEN: I will go to my electorate
office and bring the Minister several examples.

Mr Troy: There is an open invitation from
my predecessor and myself that if there is one
example. we will follow it through. We have
never had one: I have yet to receive the first.

Mr TRENORDEN: I suggest the reason for
that is that they do not know the Minister
exists. Government departments should pay
their bills on time, because another great prob-
lem small country businesses have is that their
outstanding debts have gone from 30 days, to
45. and are now up to 90 days. With 20 per
cent interest rates. that is hurting.

Country businesses arc also disadvantaged
by Government charges. Water. electricity and
sewerage rates arc much higher in the country
than in the city. They should be supplied at
equal rates.

MrTroy: Are they higher to provide?
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes, they are. Who

supplies the money to the Government depart-
ments? Country people!

M r Troy: Exami ne it.
MrTRENORDEN: I have looked at it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I could not
really say the interjections are unruly. but
nonetheless they are there. I can hear them, and
I am sure the Ilansard reporter can hear them.
Let us hear what the member for Avon has to
say for I I more minutes.

Mr TRENORDEN: The country people are
very concerned at the cost of supplying water. I
have examples in my office of charges ranging
from $42 000 to $ 10 000. The cost of supplying
water to blocks in country areas is enormous.
and some new way has to be found around this
so that those people can receive one of the most
basic commod it ies.

I know the Minister for Water Resources has
been sympathetic. I seek his support and ask
him to Come to My electorate to look at these
problems. The cost of water in the country is
exorbitant. Domestic water at a cost of $42 000
is ridiculous.

I congratulate a group of people in Northam
who have set up a road safety council. Northam
receives heavy traffic on the east-west road
passing through the town. That means that gas,
chemicals, and other dangerous substances are
passing through the business centre and resi-
dential area of the town. There have been many
major accidents in the world during the course
of the last few years. Gas trucks have blown up.
there have been chemical spills, and large num-
bers of people have been killed. We are very
concerned because it is not an impossibility
here. We are extremely concerned that there
has been a suggestion that the State Emergency
Service should take over the control of the fire
brigades in cases of motor vehicle accidents.

Mr Gordon Hill: There has been no such
suggestion.

Mr TRENORDEN: There are rumours, but I
will not comment further.

Mr Troy: Another distortion of the truth.
Mr TRENORDEN: If the Minister has some

facts he should give them to the community.
Mr Gordon Hill: I have certainly addressed

the issue, but what you are saying is incorrect.
Nobody is suggesting the State Emergency Ser-
vice should take over the role of the fire brig-
ades.

Mr TRENORDEN: What about traffic acci-
dents?

Mr Gordon Hill: There is a report which is to
be addressed by the State Government.

Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister has
contradicted himself.
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Mr Gordon Hill: There is a report from the
State disaster advisory committee which
addresses the rescue role State-wide. Your
comment a moment ago was that the fire brig-
ades would be taken over by the State Emerg-
ency Service.

Mr TRENORDEN: I did not say that. I am
not going to l isten to the Minister. The facts are
that the fire brigades have an excellent record
for being flexible. I will support that. I will even
congratulate the Minister for Transport on the
efforts to improve the Great Eastern Kighway
near Wooroloo.

At long last there has been an injection of life
into Wundowie. which is to have a silicon plant
built there provided that a few people-such as
the green ics of whom the member for Subiaco
is so fond-behave themselves and do not try
to destroy the project Many workers will be
coming to Wundlowie, which is a pleasant
town, but the residents are very concerned that
they will not want to live there because of the
poor maintenance of the Homeswest houses.
The Minister has indicated that he will come to
Wundowie and look at them. 1 appreciate that
and I would like to say. on a non-partisan basis.
that any injection of capital into Wundowie
will be of great value to that town. Students
from Muresk have been doing a survey of
Wundowie. listing its assets and helping to
identify the positive aspects of the town in or-
der to promote it. However. I paint out that the
removal of the swimming pool subsidy will re-
suit in the loss of the swimming pool in
Wundowie. I hope the Cabinet will see fit to
allow the people of Wundowie to keep their
swimming pool because it is not funded in any
other way.

I will just touch on the matter of heavy haul-
age. There has been a heavy spate of fines given
in my area for overloading and I believe this is
an area where we can come to some agreement
with the Minister and with the Main Roads
Department. because I believe the MRD is the
main objector to an increase of loading over
the current allowed limit. We will be putting
forward a proposal for an increase of 15 per
cent extra loading at the discretion of the local
council. I believe local councils should be re-
sponsible for this matter because it is their rate-
payers who are concerned at not being abte to
put a reasonable load onto their trucks-i rucks
which are well and truly designed to carry those
loads. I know that the Minister is not totally
opposed to thai point of view.

Mr Troy: I have discussed that with your
leader and 1 am happy to look at it. It is one of
those things that the MRD will look at.

Mr TRENORDEN: 1 will give the Minister
another plus for that.

M rTroy: ThatI is two.
Mr TRENORDEN: I do not mind handing

out a few bouquets if the Minister deserves
them. However, in some areas, such as small
business, the Minister's activities arc nonexist-
ent.

In conclusion, I point out that we must look
long and hard at the safety aspects of transport
through Northam.

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)
[9.25 pm]: I also back up the member for
Avon's concern over volunteer fire brigades.

I have had representations made to rie re-
garding the fact that certain circles are con-
cerned that the activities currently carried out
by the volunteer fire brigades in future will be
carried out by the State Emergency Service.
The volunteer fire brigades feel that the ser-
vices which have been recommended to the
Minister as being the responsibility of the
SES-such as attending car accidents-should
remain the responsibility of the volunteer fire
brigades because there often are fires as a result
of motor vehicle accidents.

Also volunteer firefighters have to live within
a certain distance of the fire brigade head-
quarters whereas the State Emergency Service
members arc not under that requirement. It is
therefore very important that the volunteer fire
brigades continue their role as it now exists.

Another matter which has caused concern
over the last Few months in my electorate has
been the proposal 1o convert the SCM Chemi-
cals plant from a sulphite process to a chloride
process. I have long felt that this is the way to
go, it will reduce the smells which are emitted
by the plant and will remove the effluent which
is dumped in the Lesehenault Inlet. It wil] also
remove the pipe over the estuary and the struc-
ture which supports that pipe.

However, the residents of Australind and
surrounding towns are greatly concerned as
they fear that lasting damage could be done if
the chloride process does go ahead. They feel
that there is a risk of chloride escaping and
endangering them. The people to whom I have
spoken are quite rational and level-headed;,
they are not necessarily scaremongering. Two
public meetings were called by the shire and
both were well attended. At those meetings the
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people behaved responsibly and put their point
of view to the members of the Environmental
Protection Authority, and the members for
Mitchell and Bunbury. They were certainly not
trying to change the attitude of the Govern-
ment or SCM Chemicals just fur the sake of it.
However. I had one Vietnam war veteran
coming to me in a state similar to that which he
was in when he returned from the Vietnam
war-that is. that he is now on sleeping tablets
and tranquillisers because of his concern over
this conversion of the SCM Chemicals plant.

Mr Hodge: Do you think those people have
been frightened and scared unnecessarily?

Mr BRADSHAW: There has been sonic
propaganda put about, but this groundswell of
concern existed before that.

Mr Peter Dowding: What is your view of that?
Mr BRADSHAW: I have already stated my

view: I have long supported the conversion and
I have never varied from that position. How-
ever. these people are genuinely concerned.
Other people are worried that their children
could be killed or gassed: many of them are
very concerned and would get out of the place
if they could because of their fears.

On occasions when people come to see me I
have tried to allay these fears by telling them
that when I First heard about the conversion 1.
too, was concerned that chloride was going to
be stored there but. when I learned how it was
going to be stored. I saw no problems with it.
This certainly did not convince the people. It
was quite interesting that the public meeting
held a fortnight ago. which was called by the
EPA in order to try to alleviate the rears people
in the area, filled a reasonably-sized hail. That is
a fair indication of public concern.

Mr Peter Dowding: it also indicates that
somebody is winding them up.

Mr BRADSHAW: Of course they are but
they are genuinely concerned.

Mr Peter Dowding: How are you going to
wind them down?

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister ought to try
to wind them down: it is impossible.

Mr Peter Dowding: But what are you doing to
wind them down? You've said you support it.

Mr BRADSHAW: I did a television inter-
view in January this year in which I said that I
could see no problems with the conversion and
that to me it was in the best interests of the
Australind area.

Mr Peter Dowdintg: Particularly compared
with what was there.

Mr BRADSHAW: Yes. I have continued that
line of approach but I believe I am here to
represent those People and I believe it is time
that the Government noted that the people are
genuinely concerned-and that there are more
than two or three of them.

Mr Hodge. I don't think that anyone could
doubt that people are genuinely concerned. We
are questioning who is encouraging that fear
and concern in the population down there. We
believe perhaps some people, or a group of
people, are unnecessarily frightening the popu-
lation.

Mr BRADSHAW: There was a pamphlet put
out-and I must admit I was blamed for it at
one stage because it had my name on it.
although it also had the name of the member
for Mitchell on it. Someone had read the list
wrongly.

Someone from SCM Chemicals rang me and
accused me of putting out the pamphlets.
Putting the pamphlets in all the letterboxes in
the Australind area was a propaganda exercise.
It is an important issue and the Government
should consider relocating the chloride
processing part of the factory.

Mr Peter Dowding: What would be the cost
of that?

Mr BRADSH-AW: About $15 million appar-
ently.

Mr Peter Dowdling: Who is going to pay for
itI?

Mr BRADSHAW: It is all very welt for the
Minister to ask who will pay for it.

Mr Peter Dowding: I am asking who you
think should pay for it, the taxpayer, or the
company. or what, In the interests of the com-
munity. how much. if anything, are you saying
that the Government ought to contribute
towards the $15 million?

Mr BRADSHAW: I have not really thought
about it. I am considering the issue from the
point of view of the people living in the area.
Perhaps the Minister should talk to the mem-
ber for Miteheti because he also advocates
moving that part of the factory.

Mr Hodlge: The company has said quite
clearly that it is not prepared to contribute any-
thing towards the cost of moving it.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is up to the Govern-
ment to negotiate with the company.
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Mr Peter Dowding: Don't opt out of the re-
sponsibility. You are making a suggestion that
will be picked up by the public. If you were in
Government what proportion of that $15
million would you be prepared to put in?

Mr BRADSHAW: I suppose that the
Government and the company should each
contribute 50 per cent.

Mr Peter Dowding: But the company says
that it will not pay anything.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is up to the Govern-
ment to negotiate with the company.

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you think that $7.5
million of a Budget should go into it'?

Mr BRADSHAW: People in the area need to
be assured so that they can sleep at night. It is
all right for the Minister to he smug. but the
people there are genuinely concerned about
their futures.

Mr Peter Dowding: What are you suggesting
that the Government should put into this move
that you are urging?

Mr BRADSHAW: The Government should
contribute-whether by negotiations or
money-to the extent that those people are
able to sleep at night.

Mr Peter Dowding: If the company will not
put anything in. what should the Government
put in?

Mr BRADSHAW: I do not care what the
company says. Some arrangement should be
reached between the Government and the
company so that the people in that area do not
have to worry about whether their kids will be
gassed at school and so that they can feel quite
safe in going to the golf course.
- Mr Peter Dowding: Are you suggesting that
that will happen?

Mr BRADSH-AW: I am not saying that it will
happen. It is up to the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority to decide those matters. The
Minister should go to the area and talk to the
people there.

Mr Peter Dowding-, Surely it is your job to
tell those people that safeguards will be ap-
plied.

Mr Cash: What is the member for Mitchell
doing?

Mr BRADSHAW: He supports me.
Mr Peter Dowding: It is easy when you are in

Opposition.
Mr BRADSHAW; The Minister should talk

to the member for Mitchell, who agrees with
me. Obviously it cannot be easy in Govern-

ment either. The people in the Australind area
should not have to worry about the future of
their children.

Mr Peter Dowding: Are you suggesting that
they have to worry about that now?

Mr BRADSHAW: They have told me that
they do.

Mr Peter Dowding: But you are not
suggesting that?

Mr BRADSHAW: I have already answered
with respect to my attitude to it. It is not a
matter of my opinion.

Mr Peter Dowding: What is your opinion?
Mr BRADSHAW: I have told the Minister

three times what my opinion is.
Mr Peter Dowding: Your opinion is that they

should be able to go to bed and sleep safely?
Mr BRADSHAW: Yes, and I have never

varied from that from the word go. except
when I first heard chat chlorine was going to be
stored there. That is my belief, provided that
the Environmental Protection Authority backs
that up. I am not the expert;, the authority gets
experts to advise it, It is all very well for the
member for Mitchell to suggest that the plant
be moved to Pemberton, but people there
would not he impressed by that. At present,
some houses are within 600 metres of the new
plaint, which wilt store 25 tonnes of chlorine at
a time.

Another area of concern in my electorate is
the possibility of the closure of the H-amel
nursery. The Minister for Conservation and
Land Management also has an interest in that
matter. Some weeks ago the Waroona Shire got
wind of the fact that the nursery was possibly
going to be closed down. The Hamel nursery is
a tremendous nursery which has been in busi-
ness since 1899. Thus it can be seen to have a
quite significant historical value. It would be
an absolute shame for that nursery to be closed
down. It provides hundreds of thousands of
seedlings a year, not only to the Department of
Conservation and Land Management. but also
to farmers and people who wish to purchase
trees from the nursery. I would be extremely
surprised if that nursery did not run at a profit.
It must tie difficult to determine the level of
profit with this business because, as far as I
know, the nursery does not charge the depart-
ment and vice versa. Obviously, it can keep a
record of the trees that it sells to private con-
cerns and thus get some idea of its turnover,
but it is extremely difficult to put a value on
what it provides to the department.
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Mr H-odge: I would have thought that as a
champion of free enterprise you would be pre-
pared to support the nursery being run by pri-
vate enterprise if possible.

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister would have
to give an undertaking in that respect.

Mr Hodge: We have not made a decision yet.
Mr BRADSHAW: If the Minister were pre-

pared to put it in the hands of private
enterprise. I would be all for it.

Mr H-odge: We will look at that opt ion.
Mr BRADSHAW: It is a magnificent site. I

am sorry that the Minister, in his reply to my
invitation to have a look at the nursery, did not
say when he would come. Therefore. I presume
that he is not coming.

Mr Hodge: We were reviewing the whole op-
eration of CALM. including all the nurseries it
runs from one end of the State to the other, but
we have not yet made a decision. The nursery
does not run at a profit, however. I told you
that in the letter.

Mr BRADSHAW: I do not think that the
Minister did tell me that. I asked him in my
original letter whether the nursery ran at a
profit.

M r Hodge: It just covers costs.
Mr BRADSHAW: What is wrong with that?
Mr Hedge: The Government is trying to be-

come more efficient.
Mr BRADSH-AW: If it covers its costs, it is

not costing the taxpayers any money. Has the
Minister taken into account the seeds
provided?

Mr Hodge: It is all part of the one depart-
ment.

Mr BRADSHAW: How can the Minister say
it runs at a loss?

Mr Hodge: I did not say that it runs at a loss.
I said that it just covers c~osts, I would have
thought you would favour our getting out of it
and handing it over to someone else to run.
isn't that what the Liberal Party is always
preaching'?

Mr BRADSHAW: If the Government were
prepared to privatise the nursery, 1 would be
quite happy. It employs six people in the area,
plus another six on a part-time basis and at
times of the year when the nursery is busiest.
That represents a substantial amount of em-
ployment to a place l ike Waroona.

Mr H-odge: I have already said that if the
nursery is to be closed no-one will get the sack.

Mr BRA DSH-AW: Where are they going to
work, Dwellingup or Harvey?

Mr Peter Dowding: What are you suggesting
in your capacity as a member of the Oppo-
sition?

Mr BRADSHAW: The nursery should be
kept going as it is because it is an asset to the
area. Alternatively, it should be sold or
privatised.

Mr Hodge: If it is sold the new proprietors
may well wish to employ the present staff:, if
not we will find positions for the staff within
the department.

Mr BRADSHAW: They would probably
have to move from that area.

M r Hodge: I do not know the answer to that.
Mr BRADSHAW: The closest places are

Dwellingup and Harvey.
Mr F-odge: You would agree that if there is

no need for the department to have that
nursery open any longer, the Government
should not just keep it open for no good
reason?

Mr BRADSH-AW: There is a good reason.
Country towns these days are experiencing
problems. Their numbers are dwindling. Such
an operation as the nursery is already up and
running, and it is not running at a loss. There-
fore, l cannot see the point in taking away from
the area that facility.

Mr Hodge: It is hardly likely that it is needed
any longer by the department for the purpose
for which it was established.

Mr BRADSH-AW: The Minister is talking
about decentralisation.

Mr Peter Dowding: You are not talking
about decentralisation, you are talking about
keeping something open at taxpayers' expense.

Mr BRADSHAW: It is not at taxpayers' ex-
pensc. The Minister said that it is not running
at a loss.

Mr Peter Dowding: That is not the point. 11
still involves a cost to the Government.

Mr BRADSH-AW: It does not. The Minister
said it runs at a slight profit and is not being
subsidised by taxpayers. I support its retention
in the Waroona Shire.

I was interested to hear the member for
Gosnells refer to the home and community care
programme. I support the programme although
I have some concerns about it. It is very im-
portant that elderly people are assisted to re-
main in their own homes because the cost of
maintaining them in nursing homes is ex-
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trmely high. However. restrictions should be
put on the people eligible to receive benefits
from the word go. Nursing homes at present
cater for four per cent of the aged population
and. therefore, 96 per cent of the people in that
age bracket live in their own homes. If we start
providing help with home and garden mainten-
ance for some elderly people, others living at
home may feel that they arc also entitled to this
assistance. From that point of view the oper-
ation could blow out dramatically once people
learn that a neighbour or friend is receiving
help in the home or garden in order to keep
that elderly person at home. Some people may
feel that they too arc entitled to those services.
Perhaps this assistance should be means tested
so that (he people who can afford to pay for
home help are charged. This would have an
effect on the number of people employed in the
home and community care programme.

Another area of concern is that the pro-
gramme does not appear to be organised in the
sense that groups from all over the State can
apply to the HACC committee for funding. It is
time an overall scheme was set up so that
groups other than those which apply will re-
ceive funds, if they are deserving. In Harvey.
for example, one group has applied for and
received funding for the next two years. That is
admirable but I am sure that other towns or
areas may be equally deserving and the local
people have not formed themselves into a com-
mittee and applied for funding. Unless an over-
all plan is put in place the programme will be a
hotchpotch and some groups will miss out on
the benefits. It certainly appears that no overall
plan has been put in place and it is time that
the committee approached it from that angle.

The sale of the Melville Rehabilitation
Centre to Murdoch University was a blow to
the Head Injured Society. I am disappointed
the Government did not have the foresight to
support the proposal put forward by Mr George
Margetts who was prepared to pay $3 million
to provide a centre for the Head Injured So-
ciety. It is all very well and good for the Federal
Government to say that we must conomnise.
but a growing number of people in our com-
munity will join this group as a result of road
and-sporting accidents. It is regrettable that the.
Federal Government decided to sell the centre
to Murdoch University for $2.75 million.

Mr D. L Smith: Are you in favour of the
proposal that they use the proceeds from that
sale to establish smaller services in country
areas?

Mr BRADSHAW: I certainly am. However,
for initial rehabilitation it is probably better to
have one centralised place with all the facilities
to enable the patients to become mobile and to
then perhaps use the peripheral centres as bases
for support.

The Minister for Health said recently that he
is prepared to look at the establishment of a
centre, with cerain provisos-one being that
the Federal Government comes Co the party.
The administrator of the Head Injured Society
seemed pleased at the statement but when he
gives it further consideration he may not be
quite so happy. it is very much up in the air
and until the bricks and mortar are in place
there is no guarantee that the people with brain
damage will be provided with a centre.

With regard to the AIDS programme which
has just begun, I must admit 1 am not overly
impressed by the advertisements. However.
they have achieved what they were supposed to
in one senise-people are talking about AIDS.
Perhaps in a short time the advertisements will
be changed and will provide more information
about AIDS and how it can be overcome. The
current advertisement relies on scare tactics
and although it did not appeal to me, people
are talking about it and that is the main point
of a dvert isi ng.

Not much emphasis is placed on the fact that
the majority of cases of AIDS occur in the
homosexual population. It is being publicised
as occurring more generally but, in fact. 97 per
cent of AIDS cases affect the homosexual
population and there is a good chance that the
remaining three per cent affected are intrave-
nous drug users. It could also be that
heterosexual women are cohabiting with bisex-
uals. It is important that we have an effective
advertising programme but the sooner we get
away from these advertisements, which have
probably achieved all they will by now, and
start pointing out the cause and providing a
little more information, the better.

Debate adjourn ed, on mot ion by -Mr C la rko.
fhouse adjourned at 9.4 9 pin

363



364 ASSEMBLY]

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WATER RESOURCES
Coitipire~liit'' iSclwmc':e rrwnsions

31. Mr HOUSE. to the Minister for Water
Resources:
What would be the cost of extending the
comprehensive water scheme from-

(a) Katanning to Nyabing:
(b) Lake Grace to Pingrup:.

to supplement the existing two dams as a
supplementary supply?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) $3.6 million:
(b) $2.4 million.

BUSINESS REFERENCE CENTRE
Esgablisl,,emn

80. Mr COURT. to the Minister for Industry
and Technology:
(1) When was the Business Reference

Centre established in Fremantle?
(2) Is the centre still operating?
(3) What was the cost of establishing and

running the centre?
Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) 22 October 1986.
(2) No. However, of over I 000 business

interests who were provided with in-
formation on industry and technology
opportunities, the centre received 545
inquiries. These are being taken up by
private business as a normal course of
events.

(3) Establishment costs $58 000
Running costs
Salaries
Advertising

$60000
$21 920
$68000

MOTOR VEHICLE SALES
Stalistics

86. Mr COURT. to ihe Minister for Industry
and Technology:
(1) What was the level of new car sales in

Western Australia on a monthly basis
for the years 1984, 1985. 1986. and
the first twonmonths of 1987?

(2) What have been the main influences
on new car sales?

(3) How have Western Australian supply
and service businesses to the auto-
mobile industry been affected?

(4) Does the Government have figures on
the number of people employed in the
industry over this period?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) New Vehicles Registered

1984 198$ 1986 1987
Jan 4354 5693 4178 3457
Feb 4931 5599 4 169 3464
Mat 5 478 6574 4484
Apr 433 1 56 12 4436
May 5535 6749 4882
Jun 5360 6014 3952
Jul 5396 5654 4597
Aug 5 558 5589 4 548
Sep 5024 5369 4025
Oct 5718 5588 4263
Nov 5 259 6 101 3 753
DXcc 5110 5269 4007

'(2) As always, there are a large number of
factors at work in the market.

(3) Unknown.
(4) The Department of Industrial Devel-

opment does not have these figures.

ARTS: FILM
Gold Industry: Broadcom

104. Mr COURT. to the Premier:
(1) With regard to the film commissioned

by the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation subsidiary. Gold
Corporation Australia, on Australia's
gold industry, what were the apparent
advantages which Broadcom had over
Western Australian film companies
and producers?

(2) Was there a substantial advantage?
(3) Was there any technical reason why

the film could not have been produced
by a Western Australian company?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) In December 1986. Goldcorp

Australia appointed Broadeom. one of
Australia's leading film, television,
and video production houses, to
produce a video documentary on the
Australian Nugget in the context of
the Australian goldmining, industry.
The advantages of Broadeom were the
following-
(a) Wide experience in the pro-

duction of videos promoting
national investment products and
financial companies.
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Clients included the following-
Westpae Banking Corpor-
at ion
Elders IXL
Macquarke Bank
Shroders International
rotts West Trumbull & Co
Bain & Company
Bache, Con is & Carr Ltd
Roach Tilley Grice & Co Ltd
Equity Link

(b) Experience in the production of a
video on behalf of the Royal
Australian Mint, introducing
Australia's first $1I coin.

(c) Producers of "Australian Busi-
ness Report" which is televised
weekly in Financial News Net-
work, the fastest growing cable
network in the United States.

(d) Excellent contacts in the United
States, which will facilitate ex-
posure of the Australian Nugget
documentary in that country. The
US is the world's most important
market for gold bullion coins.

(c) Producers of "Business Week" for
Channel 10. Broadeom has an in-
depth understanding of the
Australian financial investment
environment wholly relevant to
the production of a documentary
on the Australian Nugget.

(f) Broadcom submitted the best pro-
posal in Australia for the docu-
mentary.

(2) and (3) As the documentary would be
used at events launching the
Australian Nugget in the United
States, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore, Germany. Switzerland,
Austria, Luxembourg. London, and
Australia. and would also be placed
with television companies in these
countries, Goldcorp Australia decided
to choose the best product Australia
could offer.

ROAD
Kwinana Freewvayt: Southern Extension

154. Mr CASH, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When is the Kwinana Freeway due to

be extended south of South Street to
serve the Kwinana-Rockingham area?

(2) Is he aware of an article published in
the Sound Telegraph on Tuesday. 1 7
March 1987, which indicated that the
southern extension to the freeway
could be completed by 1991 ?

(3) Is this anticipated complet ion date ac-
curate?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) I have met with the councils of the

south west planning district and
suggested that they prepare a detailed
submission requesting the southern
extension of the Kwinana Freeway.
Until this submission is presented and
analysed, it is not possible to deter-
mine a likely date for the construction
works.

(2) and (3) 1 am aware of the article, but I
disagree with the member's suggestion
that the article indicates a completion
date by 1991. If the member were to
refer to the article, he would see that
the member for Cockburn was quoted
as saying that the project "could get
the green light in two years rather than
the ten commonly talked about". This
is a reasonable suggestion.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Harris River:- Construction

179. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) When will work commence on the

Harris River Dam?

(2) What are the current saline readings in
the Wellington Dam?

Mr DREDGE replied:-
(1) Subject to satisfactory funding ar-

rangements being provided by the
Federal Government under the Feder-

- al water resources assistance pro-
gramme. preliminary work on site
preparation will commence in the
1987-88 summer, and a contract for
the Harris Dam is scheduled to be
awarded in July 1988.

(2) Current salinity levels in Wellington
Dam range from 995 to 1005 mglL.
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GOV ER N MENT EM PLOY EES

181. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Public Sector Management:
(1) On what basis does management

choose the most appropriate alterna-
tive working arrangements within the
public sector?

(2) How is each Government department
scrutinised to ensure that the working
arrangements adopted are the most
cost-effective?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The question is ambiguous. In the
interests of providing an accurate and
helpful reply I ask the Leader of the
Opposition 10 clarify what is meant by
"alternative working arrangements
within the public sector'->

SUPERANNUATION BOARD

182. Mr MacKINNON,to the Trea~urer:
(1) When did he authorise the investment

by the Superannuation Board in the de-velopment known as "The Anchorage"
in North Fremantle?

(2) Does the State Superannuation Board
own all of the land in the development
known as'"The Anchorage"?

(3) If' no. what land in the development
does it not yet own, and when does it
expect 10 take possession of the re-
maining land?

(4) How much has the State
Superannuation Board paid for its
holding in the development known as
"The Anchorage"?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The State Superannuation Board has

informed me that my approval was
sought and given in April and con-
f irmed in writing in November.

(2) to (4) 1 do not propose to answer ques-
t ions concern ing the indi vid ual i nvest-
ments of the board as such answers
affect the capacity of the board to en-
ter into commercial transactions with
parties who have every expectation

that their affairs will remain confiden-
tial. Should all the board's detailed
transactions be freely available, it
would significantly reduce the earning
capacity of the State superannuation
fund.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD

Invesinmews:, Brocklev, Investments Lid

183. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What is the current value of the State

Superannuation Board's $4 million in-
vestment in Brockicy Investments
Ltd. formerly Locke's Furniture Ltd?

(2) What are the assets which make up
that value?

(3) What percentage of the issued capital
in Brockley Investments Ltd does the
Superannuation Board own?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I do not propose to answer questions
concerning the individ ual investments
of the board as such answers affect the
capacity of the board to enter into
Commercial transactions with paniics
who have every expectation that their
affairs wilt remain confidential.
Should all the board's detailed
transactions .be freely available. it
would significantly reduce the earning
capacity of the State superannuation
fund.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD

Pa 'vincnls: Alp- Rol) Alariin

184. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Has the Government or the State

Superannuation Board paid any sum
to Mr Rob Martin or any company
associated with Mr Mar-tin in regard
to "bThe Anchorage" other than for the
cost of land owned by Mr Martin or
any other company associated with
him?

(2) If yes, how much has been paid, and
when was it paid?

(3) What were the payments for?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See my reply to question 183.
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SUPERANNUATION BOARD
hIresineats: W$estern Reefs Ltd

185. Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Treasurer:
(1) At whose suggestion did the State

Superannuation Board invest in West-
ern Reefs Lid?

(2) When did he approve this investment?
(3) At whose suggestion did the State

Superannuation Board invest in "The
Anchorage"?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) In vestment decisions are taken by the

board following advice from its con-
sultants and officers of the board as it
sees flI.

(21 The approval was contained in the
global approval sought for share in-
vestments.

(3) See (l).

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
lnveslien is: IBrot-k~e Jntrrieiwnts Lid

186, Mr MacKI NNON. to the Treasurer:
(I) At whose suggestion did the State

Superannuation Board invest in
Brockley Investments Ltd?

(2) When did he approve this investment?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Investment decisions are taken by the

board following advice from its con-
sultants and officers of the board as it
sees Fit.

(2) The approval was contained in the
global approval sought for share in-
vestments.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
liriesimens: El ('aba/to Blanco

188. Mr MacKINNON. to the Treasurer:
(1) What investment, if any. has the State

Superannuation Board in El Caballo
Blanco?

(2) When was the investment mad4e?
(3) What was the cost of the investment?
(4) When was the investment approved

by him?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) None.
(2) 'o0(4) Not applicable.

MR TONY LLOYD
Appoinini: Superannuation Board

189. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What are the terms and conditions of

Tony Lloyd's appointment as Chair-
man of the State Superannuation
Board?

(2) What other positions in Government
does Mr Lloyd hold?

(3) What payment does he receive for his
employment in each case?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Mr Lloyd's appointment as part-time

Chairman of the Superannuation
Board has been made in accordance
with the provisions of sections 9 to I I
or the Superannuation and Family
Benefits Act.

(2) Mr Lloyd's other Government ap-
pointments arc-

Assistant Under Treasurer
Director, WA Development Cor-
poration
Commissioner. Slate Govern-
ment Insurance Commission
Chairman, Westschenie Pty Ltd
Deputy Chairman, Western
Australian Mint
Director, Western Australian
Government Holdings Ltd

(3) Mr Lloyd is not paid a fee or any re-
muneration in respect of any appoint-
ment other than his Public Service sal-
ary in regard to his position as Assist-
ant Under Treasurer.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Memb ers:- Appoinufnenis

190. Mr MacKINNON. to the Treasurer:
(1) Who are the current members, other

than the Chairman, of the State
Superannuation Board?

(2) When were they appointed?
(3) What are the terms and conditions of

their employment?
Mr BRIAN BURKE repliid: -

(1) Mr Barry John Markey, elected con-
tributors' representative.

(2) First appointed 29 October 1978 and
subsequently reappointed for his third
consecutive three-year term of office
on 29 October 1984.
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(3) Principal. Leedervile College of TAFE
and employed under the Government
school teachers salaries award 198 1.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Contracts: Air Rob Martin

191. Mr MacK IN NON. toathe Treasurer:
(1) Does the Superannuation Board have

any ongoing contract with Mr Rob
Martin or companies associated with
him?

(2) If so. what is the nature of those con-
tracts?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See my reply to question 183.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Investments: "The Achorage"

192. Mr MacKINNON. to the Treasurer:
When will he respond to my letter of
10 March 1987 which asked him the
following quest ions-
(a) when did he approve of the

Superannuation Board's invest-
ment in the Anchorage proposal
under section 25 subsection 2 of
the Superannuation Act,

(b) when making that approval was
he aware of Mr Brush's private
dealings with people involved in
the Anchorage proposal:

(c) when did he become aware of Mr
Brush's private dealings with
people involved with the Anchor-
age proposal and how was he
made aware of that involvement:,

(d) are not Mr and Mrs Brush, who I
understand are public servants.
already in breach of the Public
Service authority and adminis-
trative instructions operating
thereunder relating to their pri-
vate dealings as reported in the
newspapers-. and

(c) If not, why does he believe they
are not in breach of the relevant
sections of Public Service auth-
ority and its administrative in-
structions?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
A response was provided on 31
March.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
(iorernmnu'n Insiruieneatlies: Dealings

193. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier,
Treasurer, Minister for Public Sector
Management, and Women's Interests:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payments to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
Fo r?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Government departments and
authorities process many thousands of
invoices each year. 1t would require an
enormous effort to go back over the
last two or three years to see what pay-
menits were made to or from the West-
ern Australian Development Corpor-
alion or the Western Australian Exim
Corporation.
Both WADC and Exim are required
by their enabling legislation to operate
in every respect IIke private sector cor-
porations. They therefore pay for ser-
vices they receive and charge for ser-
vices they provide-whether it. be a
private sector or public sector client.
While not willing to commit limited
departmental resources to searching
out the detail of the 'member's qlues-
tion. if there is any matter of particu-
lar interest to the meniber. I will be
happy to ask the department con-
cerned for detailIs.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Governmnent lnstrumwntalbuies: Dealings

194. Mr MacKINNON. to the Deputy
Premier. Minister for Industry and
Technology. Defence Liaison, and
Communications:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporations or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?
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(3) In each case, what was the payment
fo r?

Mr BRYCE replied:
Sec reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Governme'nt Instrum entalities: Dealings

195. Mr MacKINNON. t0 the Minister
representing the Attorney General,
Minister for Budget Management, and
Corrective Services:
(1) H-as any department within the Minis-

ter's administration received any in-
voice from and/or made any payment
to Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) if yes. what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each ease, what was the payment
fo r?

M r PETE R DOW DlNG repl ied:
See reply to quest ion 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Gorernuent lnstrumentajities: Dealings

196. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Community
Services. The Family. Youth, and The
Aged:
(I) Has any departmeni within the Minis-

ter's administration received any in-
voice from and/or made any payment
to Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case. what was the payment
for?

Mr WILSON replied:
See reply to question 193.

_WA EXIM CORPORATION
Government(~i Insinurn Ia/fries: Dealings

197. Mr MacKiNNON, to the Minister for
Local Government. and Regional
Development:
(1) Has any department within his

administration r~ceived any invoice
from and/or made any payment to

Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes. what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
fo r?

M rCARR replied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION

Go vernment Insirwneniaiiis: Dealings

198. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister far
Education, Planning, and Inter-
governmental Relations:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 3 1 March 1987?.

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?

Mr PEARCE replied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION

Gov'ernmernt Instrumentalities: Dealings

199. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management. and
Environment:
(I) Has any depantment within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or it-pay--
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?

Mr HODGE replied:
See answer to question 193.

369



370 [ASSEM BLY]

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Governmntn Instrumnenialies: Dealings

200. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy. Economic
Development, and The Arts:
(1) H-as any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 198?

(3) In each case, what was she payment
fo r?

Mr PARKER replied:
See answer to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Gorrnmneni Instrumewntalities:- Dealings

202. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Housing. and Lands:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?

Mr W ILSON replied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Governmnt lnstrumentalities: Di'alincs

203. Mr MacKtNNON. to the Minister for
Works and Services, and Labour,
Productivity and Employment:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Westcrn Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes. what has been paid or is pay-
ablecasat 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
fo r?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied.
See answer to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Government lnstrumentalities: Dealings

204. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Health, and Consumer Affairs:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each ease, what was the payment
for?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
See answer to parliamentary question
193.

WA EXtM CORPORATION
Government Instrumntalities: Dealings

205. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Tourism, and Racing and Gaming:
(1) Has any department within her

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 198 7?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?

Mrs BEGOS replied:
See reply to parliamentary question
193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Gorernmw Instrumentalities.- Dealings

206. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Transport, and Small Business:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?
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Mr TROY replied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EX IM CORPORATION
Go tersnieni lust rumenfalflws: Dealings

207. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Water Resources, The North West, and
Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
for?

M r BR IDG E repl ied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Government lnsiiuenliiies: Dealings

208. Mr MacKiNNON. to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, and
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Has any department within his

administration received any invoice
from and/or made any payment to
Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) if yes. what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

13) In each case, what was the payment
for'?

Mr GORDON KILL replied:
See reply to question 193.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Govirnneni lnsnuifnenialiiies: Dealings

209. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Sport and
Recreation:
(1)Has any department within the Minis-

ter's administration received any in-
voice from and/or made any payment
to Exim or the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation or any
associated entity?

(2) If yes, what has been paid or is pay-
able as at 31 March 1987?

(3) In each case, what was the payment
For?

M r W ILSON repl ied:
See reply to question 193.

SqPERANNUATION BOARD
Faciort' Purchase: C'an: Corporaion Lid

211. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:
(I) Has the State Superannuation Board

purchased or participated in the pur-
chase of a factory used by Catt Cor-
poration on a lease-back basis?

(2) If yes. how much rent is now owed to
the Superannuation Board given that
Catt Corporation is now in liqui-
dation?

(3) At what monthly rate is that debt
escalating?

(4) What steps has the Superannuation
Board taken to restrict any losses
suffered over this investment?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See my reply to question 183.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Consulland e. Cost

220. Mr COURT. to the Treasurer:
(1) What companies and persons were

retained by the Western Australian
Development Corporation as consult-
ants during the year ended 30 June
1986 and referred to in the 1986
annual report?

(2) What was the total cost of retaining
the services of the above consultants?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The consultants retained by

the Western Australian Development
Corporation and the terms of their ap-
pointment are the commercial pre-
rogative of the board of the corpor-
ation.

AMERICA'S CUP
Fremanile C'hallenge.- Comm ittee

223. Mr COURT, to the Treasurer:
(1) Who are the members of the corn-

mittee appointed to promote the hold-
ing of the next America's Cup off
Fremnantle?
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(2) On what basis were the members
chosen and appointed?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) As stated ina public press an-

nouncement made by Mr John
Horgan of WADC, the members of the
committee are-

Tony Barlow
John Boadle
Alan Bond
Bill Brewer
Laurie Connell
Brian Coppin
Dallas Demnpstcr
David Fischer
John Horgan
Alister Norwood
John Osborn
Ray Turner
Laurie Wilson
John Warham

WA DEVELOPM ENT CORPORATION
,leuuiniu,,, Smetller: Conuninee

225. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

Who are the members of the com-
mittee at the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation retained by
him to monitor developments
influenicing the establishment of an
aluminium smelter in Western
Australia?

Mr PARKER replied:
John Horgan, Chairman, Western
Australian Development Corporation
Michael Lewis, Solicitor
Tony Lloyd, Assistant Under
Treasurer
Tom Lang. Deloitte Kaskins and Sells
Dr John Saunders. Consultant

MS ELIZABETH BREDEMEVER
Equal Opporiii' .- Ippoinimnn

228. Mr MacKJNNON. to the Minister for
Public Sector Management:
(1) Has Ms Elizabeth Bredemneyer been

appointed in an acting capacity in
charge of the equal opportunity see-
tion of the State Public Service Board?

(2) H-ow long is the term of the appoint-
ment?

(3) What was the basis upon which she
was selected for the position?

(4) Was the position advertised?
(5) When is a substantive appointment to

be made?
(6) Will the substantive position be

advertised?
(7) Does the position carry

motor vehicle?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Approximately three inn
(3) Ms Brcdemeycr was con

the use of a

iths.
sidered to be

the most appropriate person to act in
the position.

(4) In accordance with long-standing
practice, acting assignments of this
nature are not publicly advertised.

(5) The position is to be publicly
advertised in the near future. It is
expected that a substantive appoint-
ment will be made once interviews are
completed.

(6) See (5).
(7) Yes.

MR LEN BRUSH: SUPERANNUATION
BOARD

Appointment: Exypin'
229- Mr MacKINNON. to the Treasurer:

(1) When was the appointment of Mr Len
Brush as Chairman of the State
Superannuation Board due to expire?

(2) When does the appointment of Mr
Tony Lloyd as Chairman of the State
Superannuation Board expire?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Mr Brush's appointment was due to

expire on 28 July 199 1.
(2) As required by section I I of the

Superannuation and Family Benefits
Act. Mr Lloyd is appointed for the re-
ma inder Of MrT Brush's term.

ROAD
Mitchell Freewayv: Rock Throwing

230. Mr CASH. to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Is it a fact that within one week of the

incident of a large rock allegedly being
thrown from an overhead bridge
across the Kwinana Freeway, causing
serious bodily injury to a young lady
driver, a similar incident involving
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rocks or stones being thrown from an
overhead bridge on the Mitchell Free-
way was reported to the Warwick
Police Station?

(2) Is it correct that the police were un-
able to act as there was no injury to
the car driver or damage so the car?

(3) Is the Government examining the laws
relating to this type of offence?

M r GOR DON H ILL replied:
(1) Yes. However, the report received at

the Warwick Police Station related to
children throwing paddymelons and
vegetables.

(2) No. the children could no: be located.
(3) No. The Commissioner of Police ad-

vised me that current laws provide ad-
equate penalties for this type of of-
fence.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Purchase:- Rinnar MYv Lid

232. Mr COU RT, to the Treasurer:
(1) Has the Siate Superannuation Board

purchased Ritmar rly Ltd, and/or the
business carried on by Ritmar Pty
Ltd?

(2) If yes. what price was paid or is pay-
able in full for the company and/or the
business?

Mr BRI[AN BU RKE repl ied:
(I) No.
(2) Not applicable.

OFFICE OF REGULATORY REVIEW
Con tinuaion

234. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Small
Business:
(1) Can he say if the Office of Regulatory

Review is still in existence?
(2) Is he aware that an inquiry into the

hourly rates (or panel beaten.,
-- requested by the Western-.Australian
Automobile Chamber of Commerce.
was referred to that office?

(3) What was the outcome of that in-
quiry?

(4) Is it a fact that the panel beating in-
dustry is in an extremely parlous state.
and that many panel beatens are likely

to be forced out of business in the near
future as the problem is now bigger
than ever?

(5) Will he have the matter investigated
as a matter of urgency?

MrTROY replied:
This question has wrongly been
addressed to the Minister for Small
Business. It has been referred to the
Premier, and he will answer the ques-
tion in writing.

TRANSPERTH
Name Change

238. Mr WATT, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What were the Government's reasons

for changing the name of the Metro-
politan Transport Trust to
Trarisperth?

(2) What have been the identifiable gains
to the taxpayers of the State resulting
from the change?

(3) What is the total1 estimated cost of the
change?

(4) Will he provide a breakdown of the
total costs incurred t0 date?

(5) What costs are still to be incurred to
complete the change?

Mr TROY replied:'
(1) Trarisperth is the trading name of the

Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Trans-
port Trust, in the same manner as
Westrail is the trading name of the
Western Australian Government Rail-
ways Commission and Stateships is
the trading name of the Western
Australian Coastal Shipping Com-
mission. The corporate identity pro-
gramme at Transperth was proposed
and developed by the board of the
trust.
As outlined in the 1986 annual report
of Transperth, the new corporate
trading identity has four main aims-

to provide strong vis -ual -cohesion
to the services and facilities
provided by Transperth:,
to assist the organisation in its
marketing strategy;
to remove the very long and cum-
bersome formal title of the organ-
isaxtion from common parlance:
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to eliminate confusion as to those
services actually provided by
Transperth.

(2) The objectives outlined in (1) provide
benefits to the taxpayer in ensuring
that Perth has a more effective public
transport system with higher patron-
age.

As a direct result of the change-

(a) the public transport system has
achieved a higher profile in the
public eye and this is reflected in
higher revels of patronage;

(h) the public awareness of the inte-
gration between suburban rail.
bus, and Ferry services has been
greatly increased:,

(c) Transpcrth vehicles are progress-
ively appearing in attractive new
livery and Transperth signage.
buildings, publications, uniforms,
and all elements of operation will
progressively be upgraded to a
consistent and attractive appear-
ance.

It will be instructive for the member
to contrast the striking change in the
fortunes of public transport since the
Burke Government was elected. From
1975-76 to 1982-83, total public
transport patronage fell from 68. 1
million to 58.5 million: one in every
seven passengers left the system. At
the same time, real net community ex-
penditure-expressed in 1985-86 dol-
lar terms-increased from 67 cents
per passenger to $ 1.05 per passenger.
Since the financial year 1983-84,
patronage has increased from 59.5
million to 61.5 million. Last year
Transperth patronage rose by a re-
markable 4.6 per cent-the best in its
modern history. This financial year
patronage is set to increase by around
another three per cent. This will bring
Transperth's patronage to its highest
in eight years.
When the Liberals were in Govern-
ment public transport patronage fell
by an average 1.37 million per year
from 197 5-76 to 1982-83, and the real
subsidy per passenger increased by an
average 5c per annum. Since 1983-84.
patronage has increased by an average
850 000 board ings per year.

(3) to (5) Total costs incurred in this proj-
ect have been-

Professional design con-
sultants
Development and pro-
duccion of corporate de-
sign manual
Temporary stickers for ve-
hicles and signage were

36 727

37 647

req u ired 8571

$80935
Minor additional expenditures are
proposed within the total budget of
$100000. This figure is minimal
compared with the whole content of
Transperib's overall expenditure of
$106 million.
Transpenlts policy is that vehicles.
signs, uniforms, and other elements
will be progressively changed as they
come d ue for ma in te nance. Ferri es a re
repainted every year, as part of the
normal maintenance. Recently-
acquired rail rolling stock has pre-
viously carried no corporate livery re-
gardless of whether the MTT changed
its name or corporate identity.

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
Selazl Comiv /ec' Report: Recommendations

239. Mr WATT, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:
(1) In respect of the Select Committee on

the Small Claims Tribunal which
reported to the Parliament on
Thursday. 14 November 1985. will he
say what recommendations have been
accepted and implemented?

(2) What recommendations have been ac-
cepted. but not yet implemented?

(3) What recommendations have not been
accepted, and why not?

M r TAY LO R repl ied:
(1) to (3) 1 expect to be able to make a

statement on the Government's re-
sponse to the report in the near future.

SUPERANNUATION
Safari' Deductions: Renr/is

254. Mr HASSELL. to the Treasurer:
(1) Are all deductions of salary and other

payments in respect of Stale
superannuation immediately remitted
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to the State Superannuation Board.
and immediately within the control of
ihat board?

(2) Does the State Government at any
stage or at any time have control for
its own use as cash flow or otherwise
of superannuation funds?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) In the case of payrolls handled by the

Treasury Department, all deductions
and payments are immediately
credited to the State Superannuation
Board trust fund account maintained
at Treasury, and are immediately at
the disposal of the board.
Other departments outside the
Treasury payroll system are required
to credit salary and wages deductions
to the State Superannuation Board
trust fund aceount on or before the
pay day for which they are made.
Statutory authorities make deductions
from wages and salaries and forward
contributions to the Superannuation
Board forthwith for crediting to the
State Superannuation Board trust
fund account.

(2) Funds not subject to specific invest-
ment actions by the board constitute
the daily balance of the trust fund ac-
count and are invested by Treasury.
The State Superannuation Board is
paid interest on the daily balance of its
trust account.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Director off Curricalum : E,,1 loviienl

258. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How tong has the Director of Curricu-

lum. Sandra Brown, been with the De-
partment of Education?

(2) What areas in the department has she
been employed in previously, and for
what time period in each area?

()What previous experience has shc had
in the curriculum a rea?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Eight years seven months.
(2) Research Branch. August 1978-

January 1984, Equal Opportunity
Branch, February 1984-April 1986:
secondment to the Functional Review

Committee, April 1986-Januar 1987,
Curriculum Directorate, from January
1987.

(3) Details of previous experience in cur-
riculumn areas are detailed below-
(a) Academic qualifications relevant

to curriculum,
Year of
Award
1973
1973

1976
1978

1980

Institution

University of WA
Secondary
Teachers College
University of WA
Education De-
partment of WA
University of WA

Qualification

BSc
Teacher's Certifi-
cate
BEd (Hons)
Teacher's Higher
Certificate
M Ed

(b) Teaching experience
From 1974 to 1977 Ms
Brown was employed as a
teacher. She taughi science to
years 9 and 10 from 1974 to
1977: mathematics to Year 9
students, 1976: biology to
Year I I students. 1974; and
chemistry to years I I and 12
students. 1974-1977.

(c) Teacher education experience
(i) From March 1977 to

November 1977. Ms Brown
was employed by the Univer-
sity of WA as part-time tutor
in the educational measure-
ment 33 unit in the diploma
of education course:.

(ii) from March 1977 to
November 1977, Ms Brown
was employed by Murdoch
University as a part-time iii-
tor in two units in the Bach-
elor of Education course. The
units were sociology of edu-
cation and advanced soci-
ology of education.

(d) Curriculum research experience
Ms Brown's research experience
has involved the conduct and
supervisio n of evaluation studies,
surveys, and 'policj-relatcd it-_
search on the following topics-

education and its relation-
ship with local development:,
school-community links:,
testing and assessment in
schools:
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correspondence education:

factors affecting subject
choice in lower secondary
schools:

education of academically-
talented students-,
subject choice patterns in sec-
ondary schools:,
teacher stress.

(e) Experience as an administrator in
curriculum areas:
Ms Brown's duties as Superintend-
ent of the Equal Opportunity
Branch involved providing cur-
riculumn policy advice to the Direc-
tor General; administering
innovative curriculum develop-
ment programmes in schools; de-
veloping curriculum resoirrees for
teachers and organising and run-
ning professional development
programmes on curriculum
issues.

(f) Membership of professional or-
ganisations and curriculum man-
agement groups:
Curriculum development centre:,
management committee for the
education of' girls from 1986:.
Australian College of Education
from 1981: WA Institute of Edu-
cational Research from 1981:
Commonwealth computer edu-
cation programme management
committee, 1984-1986: WA State
education management com-
mittee, participation and equity
programme. 1984-1986,

(g) Publications:
Examples of -publications by Ms
Brown relating to various curricu-
lum topics are provided below:

BROWN, S. and WILLIAMS, M.
"Educational Provision in
Sparsely Populated Areas of
Western Australia", Studies in
Rural Education 1. Education De-
partment of WA, 1979.

HILL, P.. TOGNOLINI. J.,
BROWN. S.. McAFEE, W.
"Testing and Assessment", Dis-
c'ussion paper No. 7. Education
Department of WA. 1979.

BROWN. S. "Achievement of
Correspondence Students", Re-
search Rulein No. 2. Education
Department of WA. 1980.

BROWN. S. and MAISEY, J.
"Rural Schools Within Their
Communities", Studies in Rural
Education No. 4, Education De-
partment of WA. 1980.

BROWN. S. and FITZPATRICK.
J. "Girls, Boys and Subject
Choice". Discussion paper No. /11.
Education Department of WA.
1981.

ANGUS, M., DUNNELL P., and
BROWN. S. Newi Directions Ru-
ral Education: Report of the
National Conference on Rural
Education. Pe rth, November
1979.

BROWN. S. "Women in Leader-
ship Positions", in Women in?
Education: Conference Report,
Government Print. November
1981.

BROWN. S. K. and ROBSON. G.
Protecftig the Privacy1 of'Research
Subjects. 1982.

BROWN. S. K. "The Lines of
Least Resistance: Factors Affect-
ing Sex Stereotyped Subject
Choice of Lower Secondary
Students". Set, 1982.

ANGUS. M. J., DUNNELL. P.
and BROWN, S. "The Role of
Education in Local Develop-
ment", Studies in Rural Edit-
cation No. 6, Education Depart-
ment of WA. 1982.

ANGUS. M. J1., BROWN, S. K..
McGAW. B. & ROBSON, G. Set-
ting Standards fb0' Schoot Re-
sourc1(es. Commonwealth Schools
Commission, AGPS. Canberra,
1983.

BROWN. S. K.: Report to the
Conference of Directors-General
of Education, P/an qf Action for
H 'omen & Girls in Education.
May 1986,
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WA MINT
Operations: Upgqradingq

259. Mr HASSELL. to the Treasurer:
(1) What is the progress of plans to en-

hance the Government gold and mint
operations as outlined to Parliament
on the presentation of relevant legis-
lation last year?

(2) In particular what progress has'been
made in the-
Ja) upgrading of the Perth Mint:
(bi establishment of a gold-ke

facility in the Perth Ai
Vicinity.,

(c) establishment of a Kalgi
branch of the Mint?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) Progress on plans for the*

emn Australian Mint is as follows-
(a) Refurbishment of the office

reception at 310 Hay Stre
due for completion by 30
1987:

(b) improvements to ventilatlo
curity. and certain processes
already been completed at
Hay Street:.

(c) the initial plan for the
national complex at Perth A
has been reviewed to reduce
and an alternative plan and
egy developed as follows-
(i) a gold refinery witi

annual capacity of
tonnes is to be construe
Perth International Airr

(i i) a gold refinery witl
annual capacity of 30 t
will be constructed
Kalgoorlie and will
augmented with a ca
stripping facility:.

(iii) upon completion of the
national gold refiner
Perth Airport, the existi
fining operations wil
transferred and the
Mint will be upgraded
specialist preciousr
minting facility.

Initial architectural plans have
completed and are in the proc
review, 1t is estimated that all pr
will be completed within I8 mon

epi ng
rport

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
Select (am iniltee Report: Action

268. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

What action has been taken in re-
sponse to the report of the Legislative
Assembly's Select Committee into the
Small Claims Tribunal?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
I expect to be able to make a
statement on the Government's re-
sponse to the report in the near future.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
orlie Harris Riv'er., Funding

274. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Waler

West- Resources:
-(1) What funding commitment has he
s andreceived from the Commonwealth

s and Government for the Harris River

April Dam project?
(2) What is the State Government's

n. se- funding commitment?
have (3) What is the anticipated completion
*310 date of the project?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
inter- (1) The Commonwealth Government has
irport not committed funds for the Harris
costs Dam yet, but an approach for funding
strat- for commencement of the project in

t987-88 has been forwarded to the
h an Commonwealth.

100 (2) The State Government considers the
ted at dam to have a high priority and will
pOrL, match the Commonwealth dollar for
h an dollar.
onnes (3) Water from the reservoir will be sup-

Iin plied to the great southern towns
Ibe water supply scheme in the 1991-92

irbon- summer.

inter- TRANSPORT
-y at
ng re- Railcars.- Queensland Gow'ernmnent
11 -be 276. Mr RUSHTON-, to the Minister (ar
Perth Transport:
neas a (1) Have .the Queensland Government

netalsRailways railcars hired for the
been America's Cup been returned?

ess of (2) What has been the cost of the hire
fo r-
hs.(a) transport to Western Australia:,
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(b) hirecharge:
(e) maintenance while under hire:
(d) transport back to Queensland?

(3) What was the date of manufacture of
the oldest chassis of a Westrail metro
rail passenger coach still in use?

M rTROY replied:
(1) No. However. I must point out to the

member that these carriages were not
leased specifically for the America's
Cup but to provide additional ca-
pacity on the suburban service in peak
periods.

(2) (a) $96 000:
(b) $80 000 per annum:
(c) $40 227 up to 27 March:
(d) not applicable.

(3) 1890. This answer is not provided
with any pleasure. It is an absolute
disgrace and reflects the failure of
Governments over the past 20 years to
pursue an effective and considered de-
cision toward pubtic transport in this
city.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
.*dminist'azirc 0'11S

277. Mr RUSHTON. to the Premier:
Will he please table the details of prog-
ress being made with his announced
three per cent administrative State
Government employment cuts for the
departments. commissions and
agencies employment totals as at-
(a) the beginning of the programmes:.
(b) at the present time?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The information sought by the mem-
ber for Dale was contained in my
answer to him in question 28 in which
I advised that a reduction from 100
186 FTEs to 97 043 FTEs was
expeeted to be achieved by 30 June
1987.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Oaklfird:- Counstruction

279. Mr RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What decision has been made for the

provision of an adequate primary
school for Oak ford?

(2) Is it still intended to build a new
Oakford primary school on the new
school site purchased by this Govern-
ment for this purpose?

(3) Is it intended by the Government that
the primary school students at
Oakford will spend another winter
attending the present school?

(4) What has happened to the Govern-
ment's very firm and publicly stated
commitment at the 1986 State cdee-
tion that the new Oakford primary
school was to be built immediately?

Mr PEARCE replied:-
(1) to (4) Numbers at the school are low

and it is not proposed to construct a
replacement school at present. The
existing facilities can be upgraded if
the Parents and Citizens Association
is agreeable. To the present time, such
agreement has not been forthcoming.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Statistics

283. Mr RUSHTON. to the Premier:
(1) Will he please reconcile the Australian

Bureau of Statistics figures of recent
date giving the number of State
Government employees-wage and
salary earners i.e. September 1985-
119 000-and September 1 986
122 200-with the number employed
advised to me by him last session?

(2) Will he please explain the difference
in those figures for State Government
employees, wage and salary earners,
published by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics covering the period March
1983 to the present date. with those
figures released by him for the same
period?

(3) Does he now acknowledge that the re-
sults of his Government's salary and
wage employee cutting programmes
are inaccurate?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The figure cannot be reconciled as dif-

ferent units of measurement are used.
Additionally. the Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures include certain or-
ganisations which have not been in-
eluded in State Government statistics
for many years.

(2) See (I).
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(3) No.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Travel Exypenses: Tabling

285. Mr COWAN, to the Premier:

With reference to question 2016 of
1986 and his undertaking on 26
November 1986 to seek an estimate of
ministerial travelling expenses-

(a) has he been successful in gaining,
from Treasury. the total cost of
ministerial travel far 1985-86 and
the total estimate for 1986-87,

(b) if yes, will he table the infor-
mation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(a) and (b) Treasury. after initial con-

sideration, has advised me that con-
siderably more research would be
required to extract the information on
a consistent basis across all depart-
ments and agencies. I am not prepared
to place further demands on staff who
arc otherwise fully committed: but if
the member has any reason to believe
that travel of an unauthorised and un-
ncessary nature is being undertaken
by Ministers, he should let me have
his grounds for his beliefs and I will
have them investigated.

HEALTH

In iiro Fertilisat ion: Public Patients

287. Mr BRADSKAW. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many public patients per year

will the Government sponsor for the
in vitro fertilisation programme at
KingEdward Memorial Hospital?

(2) What is the expected cost for a full
year?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Approximately 10.

(2) There will be no cost to the State from
this activity.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Underwater Tou~rist Attraction: Ilillap's Boat

Hlarbour
289. Mr CLARKO. to the Treasurer:

(I) Is the Western Australian Develop-.
ment Corporation involved in a proj-
ect to provide an underwater tourist
attraction adjacent to the Hillarys ma-
rina?

(2) If yes. what are the details of the in-
volvement 'of the Western Australian
Development Corporation and of the
project?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The details of the involvement of the

Western Australian Development
Corporation are the commercial pre-
rogative of the board of the corpor-
a ti on.

'JOH N CUIRTI N
Use: Labour Da v Weekend

290. MrCLARKO. to the Premier.
(1) Who had use of the vessel John Curtin

during the 1987 Labour Day long
weekend?

(2) (a) Did he and his family spend all.
any or none of their recent
Rottnest vacation on the John
Curt in-,

(b) if yes, what was the cost for such
usage, and was it recouped?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) As shown in answer to question 112,

the charter contract executed in
October 1986 provided for the charter
to extend until 28 February. For this
reason, the Government is not aware
of who had use of the vessel on the
Labour Day weekend.

(2) (a) N o,
(b) not applicable.

SHOPPING -

Markets: Dealers Licenees
291. Mr CASH. to the Minister for Police and

Emergency Services:
(1) Do persons who operate market stalls.

permanent garage sales or permanent
swap meet sellers need to have a sec-
ond-hand dealer's licence?
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(2) If yes. are they required to display
their licences similarly 10 second-hand
dealers?

(3) If no to (1). is the Government con-
sidering requiring these sellers of sec-
ond-hand wares to obtain a second-
hand dealers licence?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(I) The Second-Hand Dealers Act 1906-
1965 indicates which activities require
second-hand dealers' licenes, and I
refer the member to the Act.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The Government is not presently con-
sidering amending the Second-Hand
Dealers Act 1906-1965.

MINISTERSOF THE CROWN

Overseas Trare/: Support Staff.

293. Mr COWAN. to the Premier:

(1) What are the guidelines used in
determining whether or not depart-
mental or other support staff ac-
company a Minister on interstate Or
overseas business?

(2) Does the Government keep a record
of the costs of such travel?

(3) If yes to{(2). will he table it?

M r BR IAN BU RKE repl ied:

(1) There are no specific guidelines used
in determining the merit of each pro-
posal for departmental or other sup-
port staff to accompany a Minister
overseas. Each proposal is assessed on
an individual basis by the Minister for
Budget Management. Factors taken
into account include the nature and
purpose of the trip, and availability of
support from other sources while.
overseas.

Decisions on interstate travel are left
to the individual Ministers to deter-
mine. However, the same factors are
taken into account as for overseas
travel.

(2) A separate record of such costs is not
maintained.

(3) Not applicable.

NATIONAL CRIMES AUTHORITY
Perth Offle: Reopening

2194. Mr COWAN, to the Premier
What action has the State Govern-
ment taken to persuade the Common-
wealth to reopen the Perth office of
the National Crimes Authority?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addreised t0 the Premier. It has been
referred to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, and he will
answer the question in writing.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
tb11lnnw: Statisuics

295. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Pubic
Sector Management:

Will he provide a list of all persons
appointed to full-time employment in
the public sector at level 4 or higher
since February 1983, other than those
that were appointed to publicly
advertised positions or those whose
appointments were promotions from
within the Public Service?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The member will be aware that to
answer the question a detailed survey
of all public sector organisations
would have to be undertaken. requir-
ing a substantial amount of time and
incurring a substantial cost.
If he specifies his reasons for requiring
the information. I will give consider-
ation to applying the necessary
substantial resources to the exercise.
which will have to be diverted from
other tasks, to provide the infor-
mation he seeks.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES
Boards: Nomuinations

296. Mr COWAN. to the Premier:
(1) Will he provide a list of all persons

nominated by the State Government
since February 1983 to State Govern-
ment agencies. commissions, boards,
advisory councils, and committees?

(2) What is or was the remuneration, in-
cluding ancillary benefits, of these ap-
pointees?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The member will be aware that it will
take considerable lime and expense
across the whole range of Government
activities to extract the information he
is seeking. If he specifies his reasons
for requiring the information. I will
give consideration to applying re-
sources. which will have lo be diverted
from other tasks, to provide the infor-
mation he seeks.

POLICE OFFICERS
Transfers: Curlin House

297. MrCLARKO. to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Have senior police officers been

transferred from their office in East
Perth to Curtin House due to
overcrowdi ng at police headquarters?

(2) Does the Government plan to extend
the East Perth headquarters as was
originally planned, so as to reverse the
undesirable situation described
above?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) No.
(2) This matter is not yet determined.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Roi'al Perth: Parking Faciflies

298. Mr CLARKO. to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has the provision of a muttistorey car

park in the Moore Street and Lord
Street area reduced the parking facili-
ties of the staff of Royal Perth Hospi-
tal?

(2) If yes. what is the explanation?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
-Lisving: "Governm~ent Ga:ctl&

299. Mr CLARKO. to the Minister for
Housing:
(I) How long is it since a list of current

real estate agents has been published
in the Governmewnt Gazelle?

(2) How many licensed real estate agents
arc registered in Western Australia?

(3) How many licensed real estate agents
are actively involved in the real estate
industry in Western Australia?

(4) How many licensed real estate
salespersons are registered in Western
Australia?

(5) How many real estate salespersons are
actively involved in the real estate in-
dlustry in Western Australia?

Mr WILSON replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed. It has been referred to the
Minister responsible, and he will
answer in writing.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Rain' Salett' Capsules:- Hiring

300. Mr CLARKO. to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Concerning the hiring of baby safety

capsules, is the country trial that was
recently announced expected to be
subsequently expanded into the
metropolitan area?

(2) What consideration, if any, will be
given to those metropolitan businesses
now in the same occupation, before
such a decision is announced?

(3) Would the Government consider
subsidising such private firms, rather
than entering into direct competition
with them?

MrGORDON HILL replied:
(1) The Government is not presently con-

sidering expanding the baby capsule
hire pilot scheme into the metropoli-
tan area.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.

A RTS

Perth Entertainment Centre:- Government
Guarantee

301. -Mr -RUSHTON, to the Premier and
Treasurer:

Refierring to my question 27 of 1987,
why was it not correct to ask the
Treasurer a question regarding the
Tonkin Government's financial
guaranteeing of the establishment of
the Perth Entertainment Centre?
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Mr B3RIAN BURKE replied:
I refer the member to my reply to
question 27 of 1987. A reply will be
provided by the appropriate Minister.

DR JIM GILL
Secondintg: H 'qsrai/

302. Mr RLJSHTON. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Referring 10 my question 29 of 1987.

did ihe Government initiate the
seconding of Dr Jim Gill to Westrail?

(2) If no. who initiated this appointment?
(3) Is Dr Gill's appointment a new one, or

who does this appointment replace?
(4) What major tasks has Dr Gill been

directed to apply himself to?
(5) If it is intended that the appointment

is only for two years. what is the
reason for the appointment?

M r TROY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Dr Gll's appointment was the result

of Westrail's restructuring of its man-
agement service division. No officer
was replaced.

(4) See answer to question 29 previously
given.

(5) Dr Gill was appointed to this position
because of his overall management ex-
perience. His appointment is initially
for two years. but this does not
preclude an extension of his appoint-
ment.

ARTS

Perth lateiiU'ii'iiUii Centre:.i irvrnnren
(inaranter

303. Mr RUSHITON. to the Minister for The
Arts:
(1) Referring to my question 27 of 1987

asked of the Premier and Treasurer
and directed to him, was the const rue-
tion and financing of the Perth Enter-
tainment Centre negotiated with the
Tonkin Government?

(2) What was the amount of the Tonkin
Government's guarantee to finance
the construction of the centre?

(3) What was the final total cost of
constructing and establishing the
Perth Entertainment Centre?

(4) Was it found in 1976 that the Perth
Entertainment Centre was insolvent
and/or financially unviabte?

(5) Was the Court Government asked to
take over the Perth Entertainment
Centre in 1976 at the amount
guaranteed by the Tonkin Govern-
ment?

M r PARKER replied:
The member is referred to the
Premier's reply to question 27 of I
April 1987.

PACIEXPO
Gorern own! Stqpport

304. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier:
(1) Did the Government support in any

way the Paciexpo conducted at the
Fremantle passenger terminal in
1985?

(2) If so. what was the nature and extent
of that support?

Mr BRIAN BURKE repl ied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Premier, It has been
referred to the Minister for Transport.
and he will answer the question in
writing.

MINERAL
Coal IndustrY C'ouncil

305. Mr MacKLNNON. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) When will the State Government es-

tablish a Western Australian Coal In-
dlustry Council?

(2) Who are to be the members of the
council?

(3) What will be the purpose of the coun-
cil?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Following two exploratory meetings

between industry. unions, and the
Government. at which the need for
such a council and its terms of refer-
ence were discussed, the first full
session of the council was convened in
Collic on 10 March 1987.

381'



[Tucsday, 7 Apri1 1987]38

(2) and (3) See answer to question on no-
tice 348 of 1987.

ENVIRONMENT

Pollution: Kirinana Industrial Area

306. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Environment:

What committees are in place, if any.
to monitor pollution in the Kwinana
industrial area?

Mr HODGE replied:

None. Monitoring of pollution at
Kwinana is the responsibility of the
Kwinana pollution monitoring unit of
the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority.

LAND

-National Parks: I'nlr)v Fees

307. Mr MacKINNON. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(1) On what basis arc fees now being
charged for entry into national parks?

(2) Who determines the level of these
fees?

(3) What are the fees used for?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) The fees charged are based on the
level of facilities that are provided for
visitors and the cost to maintain those
facilities. Where the facilities are lim-
ited or where it is impracticable to col-
let fees, no entrance charge is made.

(2) 1. as the Minister for Conservati .on
and Land Management, set the fees.
generally after consultation with the
department. This is according to regu-
lation 57 of the National Parks Auth-
ority Regulations under the Conser-
vation and Land Maigemeftrt Act.-

(3) The fees collected are used for the im-
provement of visitor facilities within
national parks. Although fees collected
only partially meet the cost of im-
provements and developments of fa-
cilities within parks, the contribution
is significant.

HOUSING UNITS
Alban ':w Coinpletions

309. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many housing units will be

completed by H-omeswest in Albany in
the current financial year?

(2) What is the number in each category?
(3) How many Aboriginal housing units

will be completed?
(4) What is the number in each category?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) 15 units.
(2) Six I-bedroom, eight 3-bedroom, and

one 4-bedroom.
(3) Nil.
(4) Not applicable.

HOUSING: RENTAL
Albany: Applicants

310. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What was the total outstanding num-

ber of applications held by Homeswest
for rental accommodation in Albany
at 31£ March for each of the years from
1 983 to 1987 inclusive?

(2) What was the number outstanding in
each category at 31 March 1987?

(3) What was the total number of out-
standing applications for purchase
through Homeswest as at 31 March
1987?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) 1983

1984
1985
1986
1987

(2) Single pensioner
Pensioner couple
Single 18-40 years
I-bedroom
2-bed room
3-bedroom
4-bedroom

57
93

106
114
146
32
14
14
12

-- 30
40
4

146

(3) 135-30 also rental applicants.

383



384 ASSEMBLYJ

ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS

311. Mr BLAFKIE. to the Minister for Lands:
(1) What is the response of the State

Government to the decision of the
Federal Cabinet on 19 February to in-
troduce Aboriginal land rights legis-
lation for Victoria?

(2) What assurances does he have that the
Federal Government will not extend
its proposal to include Western
Australia?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed. It has been referred to the
Minister responsible, and he will
answer in writing.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
A leg rapnlfla'i Alarkee Silc: Sale

312. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Lands:
(I) Is the Western Australian Develop-

ment Corporation handling the sale of
the Perth metropolitan market site?

(2) What is the total area involved in the
site?

(3) What is ihe Valuer General's current
valuation of the site as a market place?

(4) Has the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation advertised for
interests from potential developers:
and if'so, would he provide details?

(5) If no to (4). why not?
(6) How many-

(a) people: and
(b) firms.
have expressed an interest in the site?

(7) Further 10 (6), how many were from-
(a) Western Australia-

(i) private:
(ii) Government:

(b) interstate:,
(c) overseas?

(8) When is a decision expected on the
future use of the site and successful
tenderer advised?

M r TAYLOR replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed. It has been referred to the
Minister responsible, and he Will reply
in writing in due Course.

PLANNING
Bern tes H/amuruger Bar: Redeivelopment

313. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) (a) Is the Government aware of

any-
(i) proposals:

(ii) plant.
to redevelop the site in Mounts
Bay Road known as Bernies:

(b) i fso, when?
(2) Would he give details of the organis-

ations, Government depart mentis. and
which agencies have expressed an
interest in the site?

(3) Have any Government departments
or agencies approached the Perth City
Council with proposals to develop the
site, and if so-
(a) when:
(b) what agencies were involved:.
(c) what were the proposals:,
(d) what was the response from the

Perth City Council?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) (a) and (b) The site known as Bernies

on Mounts Bay Road forms part of
Kings Park. and the Government is
not aware of any proposals affecting
the site.

(2) The State Planning Commission.
which has development control over
the site, is not aware of any agency.
Organisation, or Government depart-
ment that has expressed an interest in
the site.

(3) 1 am not aware of any approaches to
the City of Perth on proposals for the
site. The site is excluded from the jur-
isdiction of the City of Perth and its
city planning scheme.

PLANNING
Be,-nies I/antiburger Bar: Rede iclopmnt

314. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

1I) Has the Kings Park Board been aware
of any proposals to redevelop portion
Of reserve No. A1720 known as
Bernies. and if so would he provide
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details including the names of
interested parties and Government
agencies and/or departments?

(2) Is the board aware of any approach
made to the Perth City Council to
redevelop the site, and if so what was
the result?

(3) Further to (1) and (2). what is the
Board's response to any commercial
redevelopment proposal of Bern ics?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) No, the Government is not aware of
any proposals affecting the site. How-
ever. the report or' the Honorary Royal
Commission into the Conservation
and Land Management Act
recommends that CALM reassess all
rental anid lease agreements for
properties under its control, and
rationalise the problems of managing
those properties by either the intro-
duction of long-term lease agreements
at commercial rentals or by sale of the
property.

(2) No.

(3) The board has no objection in prin-
ciple to the commercial redevelop-
ment of the site subject to there being
a height restriction on any
redeveopment proposal and proper
access to bushland for firefighting ve-
hicles.

ENVIRONMENT: OLD SWAN BREWERY

Redeie/opmeni: Report

316. Mr BLAIKIF. to the Minister for
Environment:

Will the Government table a report
prepared by the Kings Park Board for
the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority on the notice of intent by
Brewtech to redevelop the old Swan
Brewery site?

Mr HODGE replied:

No. Submissions to the EPA are confi-
dential. Subject to the permission of
those making submissions, details
may be published with an EPA report.

LAND
Buck/and Hilt: Sale

317. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Treasurer:
(1) Has the sale of Buckland Hill by the

Federal Government been concluded,
and if so would he provide details?

(2) Has the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation accepted the $9.5
million sale price for the land, and if
so when?

(3) Is it the intention of the Western
Australian Development Corporation
to redevelop and sell the site; and if so
is the land to be available on an open
tender basis?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) The Western Australian Development

Corporation will no doubt be in a
position to determine its approach to
the site once the corporation has been
able to acquire the land from the
Commonwealth.

FOR ESTS
Logging: Federal Goterninent Action

318. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister
Conservation and Land Management:

for

(1) What is the State Government's re-
sponse to the action by the Federal
Government's Lemonthyme and
Southern Forests (Commission of In-
quiry) Bill for Tasmania. which bans
logging in an area of about 284 000
hectares until a Federal Government-
initiated inquiry has been conducted?

(2) What does the State Government re-
gard as the constitutional rights of
Western Australia in relation to man-
agement of the-
(a) State's forest
(b) national parks?

(3) Does the State Government accept
any interference by the Federal
Government in these primary areas of
management and conservation of re-
sources?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) It is not appropriate for the Western

Australian Government to comment
on legislation which is concerned

(13)
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specifically with the relationship be-
tween the Tasmanian Government
and the Federal Govern ment,

(2) Under the Constitution. the State
Government is responsible for all pub-
lic land in Western Australia. except
that which is owned by the Common-
wealth.

(3) Federal Government involvement is
not sought when a matter is clearly a
responsibility of this Government.
However, a cooperative approach on
matters of mutual interest is
welcomed.

FORESTS: WOODCHIPPING

S oal/h Coast: Proposal

319. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

(1) With the claim that the proposal by
McLean's Sawmills for a
woodchipping plant on the south coast
has "over estimated the forest re-
source available on farms", will he ad-
vise the amount of timber available as
private timber resource in the
woodehip proposal?

(2) How often does his department assess
the amount and availability of timber
resource on private property?

(3) Is this conducted on a State or re-
gional basis, and how are assessments
made?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) The McLean woodehip proposal is
currently being evaluated by the En-
vironmental. Protection Authority.
and until the Government receives a
recoinmendat ion from that authority.
it is not appropriate to comment on
the technical aspects of the project.

(2) Very little assessment of availability
of timber on private property is car-
ried out by the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management. Pro-
posals to conduct an inventory of the
private forest resource is currently
under consideration by the depart-
ment.

(3) Answered by (2).

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
In test nwnls: Treasurer's Approv-al

320. Mr MacKIN NON. to the Treasurer-
()Referring to question 144 of 1987,

does his answer confirm that he has
not approved every investment made
by the State Superannuation Board
since July 1984. as he is obliged to do
under section 25 (2) of the
Superannuation and Family Benefits
Act?

(2) If no. why not?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) As I stated in my answer to

question 144. all approvals of State
Superannuation Board investments
have complied with the requirements
of the Superannution and Family Ben-
ef its Act.

MR LEN BRUSH
Resignation: Premier's Role

321. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier-
Referring to his answer to question
140 of 1987. will he deny that after
speaking to Mr Brush about the
reasons for his resignation, the
Premier and/or a member of his staff
wrote or assisted in writing Mr
Brush's letter of resignation?

M r BRI[AN BU RKE repl ied:
As I have said. Mr Brush consulted me
about the matter. I did not write Or
assist in writing Mr Brush's letter. I
am not aware of any one of my staff
having written Mr Brush's letter or
having provided anything other than
reasonable assistance.

MR LEN BRUSH
(Claimi: Alotor I'ehicle Insurance Trust

322. Mr MacKI N NON. to the Treasurer:
(1) Referring to his answer to question

143 of 1987. will he deny that any
payment was made by the Motor Ve-
hicle Insurance Trust on Mr Brush's
claim after payment of the initial ad-
vance?

(2) If he will not deny such a payment was
made, when was the last payment
made?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) As I have said, the question of
any payment or payments from the
MV IT to M r Brush is a matter for the
M VIT and M r Brush.

ROAD: KWINANA FREEWAY

('rntra-fhnv Lane: ime Gained

323. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What is the estimated average gain to
Transperth bus times by using the
morning peak bus-only by-pass lane
on the Kwinana Freeway?

(2) What is the estimated increase in time
for private vehicles to travel the
Kwinana Freeway and Narrows
Bridge. consequent to the introduction
of the bus by-pass?

(3) When will the trial of the bus by-pass
be evaluated?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) On the actual contra-flow lane be-
iween South Terrace and the Narrows
Bridge. the bus travel time savings
range from 30 seconds to seven min-
utes. with an average of three minutes.

For the trial period, the necessity to
exit the freeway via Market Street has
resulted in overall travel times ranging
from a two-minute saving to a five-
minute loss, with an average loss of 30
seconds. The proposed permanent
contra-flow lane, which will be almost
three times as long as the trial lane
with direct exit ramps off the Narrows
Bridge. will bring substantial time
savings. The purpose of the trial has
been to test the engineering and safety
aspects of the scheme before proceed-
ing with the necessary investments.

(2) Observations indicate that overall thc
contra-flow. lane trial shou-ld not have.
caused any increase in travel time for
private vehicles. However, this aspect
is being assessed as part of the evalu-
ation of the trial.

(3) The evaluation by a joint project
group of Main Roads, police, and
Transpcrih officers has commenced
and a report is expected in mid-May.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION

324. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Approximately how many full-time

teachers are engaged on short courses
in Technical and Further Education
which usually are conducted by part-
time teachers?

(2) What remuneration-hours, salary
etc-do these full-time teachers re-
ceive for such work?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Not known. However, it is expected

that very few TAFE teachers will be
engaged in conducting short courses
normally conducted by part-time, cas-
ual teachers.

(2) Full-time teachers of the Education
Department worki ng "additional
time" in TAFE are paid an hourly rate
equal to their base annual salary div-
i dedhby 1 117.84.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION

Part -rime Lecturers
325. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) What is the total number of part-time

teachers engaged within the frame-
work of Technical and Further Edu-
cation?

(2) Are any pant-time teachers engaged in
other Government or autonomous
semi-Governmental educational insti-
tutions like primary or secondary
schools, Western Australian College of
Advanced Education. University of
Western Australia. etc., and what is
their approximate aggregate number?

(3) If so, is the remuneration of such part-
time teachers the same as the ones

-employed -W ith-in 'Technicalan
Further Education, and were they
subjected to the same 16 per cent cut?

Mr PEARCE replied:
If, as assumed, the questions refer to
casual teachers, it is not possible to
furnish the required information with-
out considerable research. As soon as
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the necessary research has been
completed, a response to the questions
will be supplied.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENCES
I alidii v

326. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Adverting to the reported case in
January this year where a magistrate
ruled invalid drivers' licences not
issued by the Traffic Board or.
through it. the Commissioner of
Police, has he established yet whether
this ruling stands generally, and ac-
cordingly whether new licences have
to be issued?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
The Commissioner of Police informed
me that he has established whether or
not the court decision to which the
member refers is or general appli-
cation. and he does not consider it
necessary to issue new licences.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
C'hild (Car' Ce'ntres: ('apacit'v

327. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Community
Services:

Could the Minister please indicate the
number, location, and capacity-as
far as the number of children able to
be taken-of Government child care
centres which will be or are planned to
be built within the next three to five
years'?

Mr WILSON replied:
In the period 1985-88. 24 child care
centres will have been built with joint
Commonwealth-State funding. pro-
viding 847 additional care places.
In 1985-86 centres were built at
M irrabooka-wo. Beaconsfield.
Kununurra. Rockingham, Canning-
ton. Forrestied. Mandurab. and
Padbury.
In 1986-87 centres are being built at
Norseman. Bunbury. Kingsley.
Belmont. Busselton. Merredin. and
Newman.
Locations have not yet becn
announcdd for the eight centres to be
built in 1987-88.

In addition, the Commonwealth has
funded a further I I centres, providing
282 child care places through direct
submission. In 198"-7 additional
child care places will be provided at
Derby. Perth. University of Western
Australia. and Melville through this
process.
In the triennium 1985-88, 280 ad-
ditional occasional child care places.
also funded directly by the Common-
wealth, will be provided. These are
located at Fremantle. Whitfords.
Mandurah. Canningion. Albany. and
Melville.
Funding has not been allocated be-
yond June 1988.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:
APPRENTICES

Plumb ers: Water .ulhorit'p
328. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for

Water Resources:
What was the total number of plumb-
ing apprentices employed by ihe Pub-
lic Works Department country areas
water supply division combined with
the Metropolitan Water Board/
Authority and the Western Australian
Water Authority respectively in-
(a) 1981-82:
Cb) 1982-83:
(c) 1983-84;
(d) 1984-85:
(c) 1985-86?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(a) to (c) Nil.

ROADS
Serretus Street: Construction

330. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What is the priority and progress of

planning for the construction of a new
road in the Servetus Street reserve so
as to give relief from present con-
ditions to the neighbouring suburb?

(2) Specifically. what arrangements have
been made for local input to the de-
sign of any road which is to be
constructed?
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Mr TROY replied:
(1) There are no plans to construct thc

new road in the Servetus Street reser-
vation in the foreseeable future.

(2) The design of the road will be carried
out in consultation with the local
governments in the area.

EDUCATION
English, as a Second Languiage: Problemns

331. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What action has been taken by the de-

partment to deal with problems aris-
ing in primary schools from the loss of
the English as a second language
course?

(2) What action is expected of a primary
principal in a situation in which he
had a substantial class of children
taking the benefit of English as a sec-
ond language course where that course
is still needed, but is not available?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) (a) Improved access for stage I begin-

ners-
In 1 986 theme were four centres
catering specifically for stage I
beginners. For 1987 the number
of centres offering more intensive
language instruction for stage I
beginners has been increased to
16.

(b) Stage 2 students-
Because the total number of stage
I beginners is tower than antici-
pated. ESL teachers will be able to
cater for groups of stage 2
students according to need.

(c) Advisory services to mainstream
teachers-
To assist mainstream teachers to
meet the language needs of mi-
grant children in their classes, ad-
visory services are provided by
'*key*' teachers based in ESL
centres and by advisory teachers
from the Graylands ESL centre.

(2) A primary principal with groups of
non-English-speaking background
children in his school is invited to
contact the Graylands ESL centre. Ad-
visory teachers from the centre will be
available to-

assist in identifying stage I chil-
dren who should be encouraged to
transfer to one of the ESL centres
arrange for in-service or advisory
assistance tcachers;
discuss ESL curriculum materials
currently being developed and
trialled for use by mainstream
teachers.

EDUCATION
Terliari' Entrance Exvaminafion: Marks

Required
332. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister (or

Education:
In 1987, what was the aggregate ter-
tiary entrance examination mark
required of students, on average, for
admission to-
(a) the University of Western

Australia:
(b) Murdoch University;
(c) Curtin University?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Institutions have not been able to
supply the average aggregate tertiary
entrance examination mark for
students at this stage where enrolment
levels have not stabilised. The infor-
mation has been supplied in the form
of a range for the average scores
required to enter a given course. The
average varies greatly according to the
courses offered at the institution.
Curtin University-318 for valuation:
413 for physiotherapy.
Murdoch Univcrsiy-333 for theatre
and drama: 421 for veterinary science.
University of WA-362 for physical
education; 452 for medicine.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Adoptions: Staff Einploied

333. Mr HASSELL. to- the Minister
representing the Minister for Community
Services:-
(1) How many people are employed by

the Minister's department in the areas
of-
(a) domestic adoption:
(b) international adoption?
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(2) What are the categories-social
workers, administrators. etc.-of per-
sonnel involved?

(3) What is the status in the department
of the most senior officer in charge of
adoption services?

(4) What are the locations and numbers at
each location of adopt ion person nel?

Mr WILSON replied:
(I) (a) and (b) Staff at the Adoption

Centre-
Domestic adoption only-five
staff
Inter-country adoptions only-
three staff
Mixed domestic and inter-
country-i I staff
Some 105 field staff throughout
the State are trained to provide
adoption assessments when
required as pani of normal field
officer duties. More will be
trained over the next few months.
Adoption placements are also
supervised by field staff.

(2) Categories of staff involved solely in
adopt ion work-

Supervisor in charge, adoption
centre
Supervisor, inter-country adop-
tions
Senior social worker
Acting family welfare officer
Clerical staff
Welfare assistant

Categories of staff involved in adop-
tion as part of normal divisional du-
ties-

Supervisors
Senior social workers
Social workers
Graduate welfare officers
District officers
Psychologists
Clerical staff

(3) The most senior officer in charge of
adoptions at the adoption centre is the
supervisor-in-charge, who is a level 6
Officer and a social worker. In the
field- the divisional supervisors are
the most senior officers. These officers
are also level 6 and are social workers.

{4) Adoption Centre-19 Staff.
Officers trained in adoption assess-
mens-

East metro region-24 officers
North metro region-29 officers
South metro region-five officers
East country region-2 I officers
North country region-I?7
offi cers
South country region-nine
officers

M U LTICU LTU RAL AN D ETH N IC
AFFAIRS

Right zo EqualiIJ Of Omucoow'
334. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
Does the Government officially en-
dorse the statement of the
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Com-
mission of Western Australia that in
multiculturalism there is a "~right to
equality of outcomec"?

Mr GORDON H ILL replied:
This Government has ably
demonstrated its recognition of (he
multicultural nature of our society. As
such, it supports the principle that all
members of our community. irrespec-
tive of their ethnic background, de-
serve a fair go and an equal oppor-
tunity. This is expressed in the access
and equity programme being devel-
oped by the multicultural and Ethnic
Affairs Commission: and I shall send
the member a copy of my Press release
on this.

MINERAL: IRON ORE
Exvports: Japan

335. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

Has he discussed with BHP the
reasons for its accepting additional
iron ore tonnage at the lower price for
shipment to Japan as reported in the
Press on 22 March 1 987. when such
tonnage is apparently not additional
tonnage for Australia and does not im-
prove our market share?

Mr PARKER replied:
I have had discussions on the 1987
pricing negotiations with BlIP-
Newman's chief executive in Western
Australia. As indicated in my response
to question 133 last week. Western
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Australia's 1987 market share cannot
be estimated until all negotiations
have been concluded.

MINERAL: IRON ORE
Salcr: Price Reduction

336. Mr H-ASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) With reference to the article in The'

14 *ei.;lininiliaii on 12 March 1987 re-
lating to iron ore sales. is the percent-
age price reduction for the additional
tonnage given to Mt Newman by the
Japanese steel mills acceptable to the
State Government?

(2) Does the Government consider this
price reduction for no additional
Pilbara tonnage will have an adverse
influence on the industry as a whole?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) As I have already advised the mem-

ber. the international iron ore market
is currently over-supplied, and this
situation is likely to continue for some
time.
Many of the producing countries are
prepared to accept lower prices in re-
turn for additional tonnage. This is
the situation in which the Pilbara-
based companies have negotiated with
the buyers. The Western Australian
Government is not directly involved
in these commercial negotiations and
is not required to approve of them.

(2) 1 do not accept the assertion that the
prices negotiated in 1987 will not re-
sult in an increased market share of
the Pilbara producers.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Resort Hotel. Lake Argyle

337. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

What progress is currently being made
by Western Australian Exim Corpor-
ation in its efforts to -promote the es-
tablishment of a new resort hotel at
Lake Argyle?

Mr PARKER replied:
Exim's facilitating role in this project
ended when it introduced a potential
developer and a potential financier.
Exim would be happy to provide as-

sistanee with the project should it be
requested by either of the private sec-
tor groups involved.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Inviestnenis: Companies

338. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:
(1) Has the Western Australian Exim Cor-

poration undertaken equity invest-
ments in Western Australian
companies?

(2) (a) If so. in which companies has
Exim taken equity investment:.

(b) in which companies does it still
hold equity investment?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Since it came into being in February

1987, the Western Australian Exim
Corporation has not made equity in-
vestments in any companies.

(2) (a) Not applicable:
(b) while the statutory corporation

does not hold equity in any
companies, the Western
Australian Exim Corporation Ltd
still has equity investments in
Kimcul Pty Ltd. Acremaster Mar-
keting Pty Ltd. and Goldrock In-
vestments Pty Ltd.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Losses: Recovery

339. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Economic Development:

Is the Government considering pursu-
ing whatever legal options arc avail-
able to it to recover public funds lost
by Western Australian Exim Corpor-
ation?

Mr PARKER replied:
The meaning of the member's ques-
tion is not clear. If he cares to be

-specific, a reply can be -made.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
Siop- work Meetings: 'Approved"

340. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Labour, Productivity and Employment:
(I) Wha t are -a pproved" stop-work meet-

ings?
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(2) Is the time not worked during such
meetings included in calculating man-
hours lost in a Western Australian in-
dust ry?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The question is unclear, but in some

industries there is an award
entitlement to payment during some
stop-work meetings.

(2) The Australian Bureau of Statistics
advises that its Figures for working
days lost due 10 industrial disputes do
not include any time for which pay-
ment is made. If workers are paid for
attending "approved" slop-work
meetings, time spent at such meetings
would not be reflected in the ABS fig-
ures.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
I'#enantle Pori: Tie Lost

341. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Labour. Productivity and Employment:

What progress is being made by the
Government to reduce the industrial
stoppages and time lost in the port of
Fremantle?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
In December 1985, the Government
appointed a full-time paid convener
and a part-time private conciliator for
the Port of Freman tle. Both positions
have been successful in reducing the
number and tength of local disputes in
the port. A comparison of the calendar
years 1985 and 1986 shows that the
delays caused to shipping by local in-
dustrial disputes has fallen by 44 per
cent. In 1985. shipping was delayed by
I 579 hours compared with 877 hours
in 1986. Disputes of a Federal nature.
over which the State Government has
little control, have not been included.

MINISTER FOR LABOUR.
PRODUCTIVITY AND EMPLOYMENT

European lTm-, Cost

342. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Labour. Productivity and Employment:

What is the estimated cost to the tax-
payers of the group visit to Europe
which he is proposing to head during
the mid-year parliamentary recess?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
The Government's investment in the
objectives of the overseas mission ex-
tends to bearing the costs of air fares,
accommodation including meals. and
reasonable incidental expenses.
The estimated costs are not available
at this stage because of finalisat ion of
transportation. meals, and other
associated costs, which will not be
available until actual expenditure has
occurred. bearing in mind the fluctu-
ations between overseas currencies.

CHEMICALS
Annyonia-urea Planjt: Mlandate

343. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

When will the mandate given to
Wesfarnters-CSBP and Norsk Hydro
to develop an ammonia-urea plant ex-
pi re?

Mr PARKER replied:
The exclusive mandate to CSBP and
Farmers Ltd and Norsk Mydro a.s.
will continue in effect for as long as
the Government is satisfied that prog-
ress on the ammonia-urea project is
being maintained or until it is made
redundant by the companies entering
into firm contractual commitments to
implement the project, such as a long-
term contract for the supply of gas to
the project.

ENERGY
Gas Consumptfion: Geraldion

344. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Mi nerals and Energy:
(1) What is the present gas consumption

at Geraldton?
(2) What is the annual operating loss at

Gcraldton after including the costs
associated with constructing a lateral
gas l ine?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Gas consumption at Geraldton for the

eight-month period ending February
1987 was 104 terajoules.

(2) Construction of the lateral gas line
into Geraldion was economically jus-
tified. A number of small industrial
users of natural gas, together with
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domestic customers. are expected to
provide a sufficient market to enable
the commision to earn a rate of return
in excess of the cost of the capital
invested in the line.

ENERGY

Biquette A~anq/dauring l'lamt

345. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(I) Is a company proposing to establish a
wood and coal briquette manufactur-
ing plant in Western Australia?

(2) If so. what is the nature and compo-
sition of the company?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes, I am aware of two organisations
investigating the establ'shment of
wood and coal briquette mnrufactur-
ing plants in Western Australia. They
are Australian Carbon Ltd and Blo-
coal Briquette Co. Ltd.

(2) Australian Carbon Ltd is a company
listed an the second board of the Perth
Stock Exchange. and information
about it is available from the usual
sources. Bia-coal Briquette Co is a pri-
vate company.

ENERGY

Gas Pipelines: StalTRednction

346. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What is the estimated reduction in the
Stale Energy Commission personnel
following completion of the major gas
pipeline and other energy
transmission capital works?

Mr PARKER replied:,,_- _ _--

The gas pipeline and other large en-
ergy transmission capital works were
managed an behalf of the SEC by
specialist consultant firms. There was
no increase in permanent staff for
such projects, and hence there has
been no staff reduction directly at-
tributable to their completion.

ENERGY: GAS
North West Shelf ('orn ta

347. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

Has the Government given further
consideration to re-negotiating the
North West Shelf gas purchase con-
tract?

Mr PARKER replied:
The North West Shelf gas purchase
contract is a long-term contract
extending beyond the year 2000. Be-
ing a long-term commercial contract.
it will always be subject to consider-
ation of the renegotiation of the
varying aspects of the contract, and is
under constant and continuous recon-
sideration.

MINERAL
Coal IndustrY (Council

348. Mr H-ASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(I) For whatI pu rpose has t he Govern mcIi

established the Collie coal consulta-
t ive com mit tee?

(2) Who are the persons, groups, and
companies represented on the com-
mittee?

(3) What is the estimated financial cost of
operating the committee?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The objectives of the Coal Industry

Council arc-
(a) to provide a forum where

Government, unions, and pro-
ducers can. by discussion, gain a
shared understanding of the prob-
lems and opportunities facing the
industry;

(b) to develop an understanding of
the need for change in the indus-
t ry;

(e)- to ;assist the- parties,
improved efficiency,
duction costs, and
competitiveness with
and

to. achieve
lower pro-

improved
other fuel;

(d) to ensure the continuing develop-
ment of the Collie coalfields as an
essential element of energy devel-
opment in Western Australia.
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(2) The membership of the Coal Industry
Council is as follows-

Chairman-Minister for Min-
erals and Energy.
Deputy Chairman-member for
Collie.
Three representatives from each
of the following-

Collie Miners Industrial
Union of Workers:
Australasian Society of En-
gineers. Moulders and
Foundry Workers Industrial
Union of Workers:
Collieries Staff Associat ion:,
Collie Deputies Union;
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd:
and
Western Collieries Ltd.

One representative from each
of-

Department of Mines:
Department of Resources
Development:
State Energy Commission of
Westcrn Australia.

(3) After an initial cost of $50 000 for the
establishment of the council sec-
retariat and activities for the balance
of the present financial year. an
annual budget of up to $190000 has
been provided for the council for the
1987-88 financial year.

MINERAL
Iron Ore ConLWiviali it C ommilt e: C'ost

349. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What is the est imated financial cost of

operating the iron ore consultative
committee?

(2) What funding is provided by the Fed-
eral Government?

(3) What is the staffing establishment for
the committee?

(4) What is the rental cost of premises in
Perth and Karratha?

M r PA RKER repl ied:
1I) In 1985-86, expenditure was SF140 000

approximately. Expenditure for the
first nine months of 1986-87 was
$122093.

(2) 50 per cent of all costs.
(3) One executive officer. one secretary-

stenographer.
(4) $1 308 per month in Perth, including

electricity, The committee has no
rental premises in the Pilbara.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Superanuaion Provision

350. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
M inerals and Energy:

For what reason was there a signifi-
cant increase in the State Energy Corn-
mission's provision for State
superannuation in the 1985-86
financial year?

Mr PARKER replied:
The State Energy Commission's pro-
vision for State superannuation is
periodically assessed by an indepen-
dent actuary. In May 1985. the actu-
ary recommended an increase in the
amount charged to the provision to
reflect increases in interest rates since
the previous assessment.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Qilhior' Loans: Losses

351. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What is the present estimate of the
State Energy Commission's losses on
offshore loans in foreign currencies
caused by deregulation of the
Australian dollar?

Mr PARKER replied:
It is considered that regulation of the
Australian dollar would not have
prevented a devaluation occurring.
but may have influenced the timing.
Therefore it is difficult to estimate
losses, if any. that may be directly at-
tributable to deregulation.

ALUMINA REFINERIES
*Jgi'einentActs:- m1ie'ndone',

352. Mr HASSELL. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

Is the Government proposing to
amend the various Alcoa and Worsley
alumina agreement Acts to reduce the
area of t he m in ing leases?
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Mr PARKER replied:
Negotiations for reduction of the
mining lease are proceeding with
Alcoa. Any agreement reached will re-
quire a variation to the Alcoa agree-
ment.
Clause 7 (8) as amended of the
alumina refinery (Worslcy) agreement
provides for reduction of the mining
lease.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

HEALTH
AIDS: IIllmoscwua/ Bathhou1se

25. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware that a homosex-

ual bathhouse operates at 565
Beaufort Street, Perth?

(2) Is the Minister further aware that as
many as 100 homosexuals visit the
premises every night of the week to
indulge in homosexual activity. often
with multiple sexual partners?

(3) Is it correct that the growth of AIDS in
the United States originated within
the homosexual community in San
Francisco. and specificall 'y among
those who regularly used facilities
such as those at 565 Beaufort Street?

(4) Will the Minister assure the House
that his Government will take all ac-
tion available to it to close down the
bathhouse as soon as possible?

(5) lfnot. why not?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) I gather that in part that would be the

reason.
(4) and (5) Pant (4) particularly is a matter

for the Police Force rather than me.

PREM IER.
Al~e~nr for Alt1 La ii'ev: (Thments

26, Mr THOMAS. to the Premier:
Did he hear the member for Mt
Lawley's comment about having his
photograph taken with preselection
candidates and, if so. is it true?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I heard the comment and it may be
that I have forgotten that I had my
picture taken, so I ask the member for
Mt Lawley: On what evidence does he
make the claim?

Mr Cash: Answer the question.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: What is the evi-

dence? The allegation is not true.
Mr Cash: You probably destroyed the e~vi-

dence.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: We really do need to

place squarely before this member the
simple question: On what basis docs
he make the claim?

Mr Cash: Answer the question.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have answered the

question. It is not true.
Opposition members: Then sit down.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: While members op-

posite might like me to sit down, I am
simply asking the member for Mt
Lawley to protect his own credibility.

Mr Cash: Don't worry about my credi-
bility.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Someone needs to-
by telling us the basis on which the
member made his claim-because if
he is not able to provide the evidence.
we can legitimately draw the inference
that he was making something up. I
would hate to think that this young
and promising tyro would make any-
thing up. I ask him again: On what
basis-who told him the lie-did he
make the claim that I had photographs
taken yesterday with Dr Ken Withers?

Mr Read: Come on.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for Mt

Lawley is a weak and pathetic excuse
for a member.

MR LEN BRUSH
Resignation: Letter

27. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
I refer him to question on notice 321,
which was addressed to him and aske
by me, and w hich read s a s fol lows-

Referring to his answier to ques-
tion 140 of 1987. will he deny
that after speaking to Mr Brush
about the reasons for his resig-
nation the Premier and/or a mem-
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ber of his staff wrote or assisted in
Writing Mr Brush's letter of resig-
nat ion?

He answered-
I am not aware of any one or my
staff having written Mr Brush's
letter or having provided any-
thing other than reasonable assist-
ance.

Which member of his staff provided
the *'reasonable assistance" and what
was the nature of that "reasonable as -
sistance" given to Mr Brush to assist
him to draft his letter of resignation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I am not sure of the name of the per-
son, and I do not think the Leader of
the Opposition would want me to
name the typist who rendered assist-
ance to Mr Brush by typing the letter
of resignation.

M r MacKinnon: In your office?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Yes. But Mr Brush

signed the letter, took it away, and
then returned with it after several
hours. To my knowledge, the assist-
ance he was given was perfectly
reasonable and appropriate. Under no
circumstances will I tell the Leader of
the Opposition the name of the person
or persons who might have given him
that assistance. Mr Brush signed the
letter himself and takes responsibility
for it. It is not true to say what the
Leader of the Opposition has tried to
say.

Mr MacKinnon: He signed it in your
office?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No.
Mr MacKin non: He typed it in your office.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: He was given reason-

able assistance by way of typing facili-
ties. He took the letter away and
returned with it several hours later.

Mr Cash: You said he signed the letter and
then took it away.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not say he
signed the letter. Why would he sign
the letter and take it away?

Mr Cash: That is the question you will
have to answer in due course.

Mr Lightfoot interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for
Murchison-Eyre would not recognise
the truth if it were written in black
and white and it hit him in the face
with a custard pie.

Mr Brush indicated that he did not
think his secretary at the State
Superannuation Board was capable of
typing the letter without experiencing
severe trauma, so typing assistance
was rendered to him. If he or the
Leader of the Opposition sought as-
sistance in a similar situation, it would
be rendered again to him or to the
Leader of the Opposition.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE

Royval Perrb Hfospital

28. Dr WATSON. to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware that members of the Hos-
pital Services and Miscellaneous
Workers Union at Royal Perth Hospi-
tal are taking strike action till eight
o'clock tomorrow morning?

(2) Would he please comment on the
reasons for t h is act ion?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) I preface my answer by indicating that
some of the membership and some of
the leadership of the union arc very
good friends of mine.

I will give some of the background to
this dispute. Behind Royal Perth Hos-
pital north block is a rather large lump
of concrete in the form of a I 750-bay
car park, one of the largest multisiorey
enclosed ear parks in Australia. It cost
some $8 million to build and will cost
around $1 million a year to operate.
At the moment we have RPH staff
and visitors able to make use of that
car park and a number of other car
parks in the area of the hospital.

The hospital has a need for about
I 200 bays. This is sufficient to cope
with the needs of staff and visitors to
the hospital. As far as the Government
is concerned, there will be no denying
a car parking bay to anyone at or
visitIi ng t hat hospi tal.
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What we have in mind will not in any
way increase the cost of car parking to
people who work in the hospital or
visitors to the hospital, such as doe-
tors.

What the Government has looked at
with respect to coming so grips with
health care costs is the fact that we
should not be in the business of run-
ning car parks. Car parks are best left
to the experts to run, especially when
we have a I 750-bay car park. The
Government has had to look at
options from the point of view of run-
ning that car park. What the hospital
needs in the way of bays will be set
aside for hospital use. The fees will
not increase.

The Government is looking at leasing
the 500 bays left to a private operator.
It will lease them out and say. "~You
run that as best you can."

The union had a stop-work meeting
late this afternoon to discuss what it
calls the "privatisation issue" of this
car park and the issue of loss of jobs. ItI
seemed the union was concerned
about the loss of jobs for ear park at-
tendants. As I understand, there are
no car park attendants at the Royal
Perth Hospital. Some orderlies, as
pant of their job duties, do some part-
time ear parking work.

We have made a commitment that no
staff will lose their jobs as a result of
any such changes. The stop-work
meeting which took place resulted in
industrial action when those people
decided they would not go back to
work until 8.00 tomorrow morning.

jPoinj; of Order

Mr MacKIN NON: Sir, you are well aware
of the concern expressed by both the
Liberal and National Pantics about the
abuse Ministers arc- making of ques--
tion time. It is my view that the Minis-
ter for Health is abusing question time
in terms of the length of his answer. I
ask you to give some direction to M in-
isters to ensure their answers are brief
and to the point in she interests of the
proper conduct of question time in
this House.

The SPEAKER: I received a letter today
fmom the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition, complaining about this very
matter.
I ind the comments by both the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
his letter and the comments by the
Leader of the Opposition indefensible.
Last Thursday, within 30 minutes.
there were 10 questions and 10
answers. Today, within nine minutes
there have been four questions and we
were almost at the end of the fourth
answer. Thai gives a maximum of
three minutes for every question and
answer that has been asked over the
last two days of question time. If the
Leader of the Opposition continues to
complain and takes what I feel are
frivolous points of order, I will not
entertain them again.

Quesiions without Notice Resumoed
Mr TAYLOR: I will draw my answer to a

conclusion by informing members
that (his is an important issue and this
is the forum where the public can be
made aware Of the situation that has
taken place. I will go on to say that the
Royal Perth Hospital has been placed
in a difficult situation With no notice
whatsoever.
The unions have sought no consul-
tation with me since this issue began. I
would also say it is not a privatisation
or union issue. The Government is
making the best possible use of
Government assets as far as the tax-
payers are concerned. I should con-
clude by saying that, as far as I am
concerned, this sort of action is irres-
ponsible and an abuse of union power.
The union leaders who have
encouraged those people to walk out
with no notice to the hospital should
took at themselves and the situation
they have imposed on the people at
Royal Perth Hospital.

MR LEN BRUSH
Premier's A ction

29. Mr LAURANCE, to the Premier:
Why, when he had been aware of the
investments since early to mid-
January, did the Premier await the
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public disclosure of the payments
made by Mr Martin to Mr Brush be-
fore he took action to-
(a) describe Mr Brush as being

..naive" and "foolish";
(b) ask Mr Brush to dispose of his

interests in Mr Marlin's
conipanics?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The question is framed on a wrong
premise. I had no knowledge of Mr
Brush's investments until the day be-
fore t he news of those invest menits was
publ ished i n t he paper a nd I was asked
by a repoiter to comment on them.
That is when I heard about those in-
vestmets. Where is the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition's evidence
for saying I knew about those invest-
nments from the middle part of
January?!

Mr Laurance: When did you know?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have just told the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition
when I knew. Thai is the first part of
my answer and the second part of his
question. In respect of the first part.
from the middle of January all of the
details that were subseqluently made
clear by inquiries made by the Oppo-
sition and reporters were not clear to
me. I made the appropriate responses
to the information as it became avail-
able. That is the situation.

Mr MacKinnon: Did you ask Mr Brush
what he used the $150 000 for?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I received an assur-
anc from Mr Brush that the money
he borrowed from Mr Martin was not
used for any illegal or improper pur-
pose. That was published in the paper.
I did not ask him if he bought a car or
did anything else with the money. I
said. "I require your assurance that
the money was not used for any illegal
or improper service."

Mr MacKinnon: In March you considered
that that was naive and foolish, but
not in January.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That was conveyed
in writing via Mr Brush's solicitors.
The answer Is that I did and, yes. I
received that assurance. In answer to
the first point, all the details that are
now clear surrounding .this matter

were not clear at the time the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition posed his
question, I am sure the responses
given by the Government. particularly
by me, were entirely appropriate at
each stage depending upon the knowl-
edge of what was involved as it be-
came known.

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
A fisleadingZ Paliamnn

30. Dr LAWRENCE. to the Premier:
Is he aware of any instance in which
he believes the Leader of the Oppo-
sit ion has misled the Parliament?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I regard this as a very serious matter.
It seems quite clear the Leader of the
Opposition has quite deliberately mis-
led the Parliament. Members will re-
call that last week I raised a statement
by a journalist who, in speaking to me,
had asked me on tape whether I would
answer an allegation about the former
member for Perth's involvement in
land dealings by the State
Superannuation Board at Kewdale. I
told the House last week that when I
told the reporter that I had no knowl-
edge Or that allegation. I continued on
to ask the reporter where he had
learned of the allegation. The reporter
told me he had learned of the alle-
gation from the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Last week, that was denied by
the Leader of the Opposition.

M r MacKinnon: It was not denied by me
last week. You had better get your facts
straight.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The reporter further
informed me that when questioned as
to where he learned of the allegation,
the Leader of the Opposition said that
he had learned of it from the member
for Murehison-Eyre. I raised this mat-
ter in that form in the Parliament.
Members have heard the Leader of the
Opposition say he did not deny that.

Mr MacKinnon: What day was that?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: On Wednesday. I

April. the Leader of the Opposition
said, "That interjection shows just
how far the Premier is off the track.
The first I knew about the former
member for Perth being involved in
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the Kewdale issue was when the
Premier raised it." He has
contradicted himself again because I
invited him tonight to say that he
stood by what he said on I April, but
he retracted it. tHe is now either mis-
leading the Parliament tonight or ad-
mitting that he previously did.
It is worse than that for this man who
says he does not deal in rumours. He
said. "The fact is that Terry Burke has
been involved in the question of the
Brush affair.- Then I said, "You
mentioned the Kewdale land to the
journalist." Mr MacKinnon said, "I
did not." Tonight he did not say that
he refused to mention the Kewdalc
land. He said that the first he knew
about the land was when he heard it
from the journalist.

Mr Laurance: What about an inquiry?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: This is the member's

leader saying this, He said he could
not remember who the journalist was,
and he asked me whether I knew that
Brush had resigned. This conversation
look place on 18 March. five days
after Brush resigned. What journalist
worth his salt rings the Leader of the
Opposition five days after a resig-
nation and says to him. "I am onto a
hot story. Has Mr Brush resigned?"
That is what the Leader of the
Opposi ton is ask ing us to bel ieve.

M r MacKinnon: The journalist rang me on
the day that Brush resigned. you fool.

Mr Clarko: Name the journalist.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will go a little

further and tell members one or two
things about the Leader of the Oppo-
sition who does not trade in rumours.
Thinking it passing strange. having
been a journalist although not a very
good one-certainly not one who five
days after a resignation rang the
Leader of the Opposition and asked
him whether he knew about-

Mr MacKinnon: He rang me on the day
that Brush resigned.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Would the member
be quite and listen. This whole eon-
versat ion to which I am referring took
place on 18 March.

Mr MacK innon: How do you know? Were
you there?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the
Opposition forgets that I have said
already that the journalist rang me
after talking to him.

Mr Clarko: Which journalist? Arc you not
prepared to tell us?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am finding this
interesting and am wondering why the'
Opposition is getting so het up.

Mr Laurance: Tell us whether your brother
was i nvol ved.-

Mr BRIAN BURKE: What happended was
that the same journalist, after telling
me that he had asked the question,
because Mr MacKinnon had raised it.
the next day rang a member of my
staff and confirmed the matter to him.
So it is not just me. I accept that mem-
bers opposite cannot believe me.
However, the day after-

Mr MacKinnon: What date was that?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The day after.
M r MacKinnon: But what date was that?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The day Mr Brush

resigned.
The SPEAKER: Order! Firstly. although

the Parliament has not been sitting for
very long. I have made the point a
number of times already that when I
call for order I expect order. I do not
expect members, including the Leader
of the Opposition, to continue their
interjections and totally ignore my call
for order.

Secondly, the Opposition continu-
ally complains about the length of
time that answers lake in this place. I
suggest one way of shortening them is
to reduce the number of interjections
so that answers can be concluded far
more quickly.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Having clearly
demonstrated that the Leader of the
Opposition did not tell the truth-et
me say that when I hear these interjec-
tions about the involvement alleged
by Opposition members who do not
trade in rumours of the former mem-
ber for Perth in matters they want to
talk about-I asked the police-

Mr Lightfoot: You rang and said that you
had heard rumours, did you?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: No. I asked the
police whether Terry Burke was
involved in some Kewdale matter.
They told me the only knowledge they
had of the matter was that they had
received anonymous phone calls.

Mr Lightfoot: Someone on that side
dobbed Terry in.

Mr Peter Dowding: You are disgraceful.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: In conclusion, it is a

sorry day for the Parliament when the
Leader of the Opposition is caught out
in telling an untruth about an import-
ant matter. It is a sorrier day still
when the Leader of the Opposition
trades in rumours that can only orig-
inate as a result of an anonymous
phone call that I suspect was made by
a person other than someone who was
friendly to the Government.

AGRICULTURE
Farm, Cheic',als: Tari/th

31. Mr HOUSE. to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What action has the Minister taken to
pressure the Federal Government to
remove the tariffs on farm chemicals?

M r G R ILL repl ied:
The State Government has made
more than one detailed submission to
the Federal Government for removing
tariffs on chemicals. I understand that
the Premier, at an Economic Planning
and Advisory Council meeting.
initiated a paper which dealt with the
question of support for tariffs on
manufacturing and rural industries
throughout Australia. He tried to seek
some clarity about which areas in
which States received that support. In-
dications from the paper prepared by
EPAC were that Victoria and South
Australia benefited not only from tar-

iffs on manufactured goods, but also
from substantial tariffs on rural
products.
Notwithstanding that, the Federal
Government moved to reduce, by 50
per cent. tariffs on farm chemicals.
The tariffs were reduced from an aver-
age of 30 per cent to an average of 15
percent. a fairly substantial reduction.
In relation to this matter. I made
further representations to the Federal
Minister for Industry. Senator Button,
and invited him to come to Western
Australia and discuss the matter in a
general sense with the Primary Indus-
try Association. As yet I have not been
able to arrange a date for that meeting
but I hope it will be held shortly.
I think the Federal Government has
done a particularly good job on tariffs
generally.

M r Parker: Even John Hyde says so.
Mr GRILL: I am told that John Hyde

agrees. However, the sad fact is that
conservative members of Parliament
over the last 20 years have been re-
sponsible for the implementation of a
wide range of tariffs on manufactured
goods. It has been up to the Labor
Party to remove those tariffs. Mr
Whitlam reduced tariffs by 25 per cent
across the board even though that was
rather disruptive to industry.
The present Government, in a most
thorough attack on tariffs, is reducing
tariffs on a whole range of
manufactured goods, farm and horti-
cultural machinery, chemicals, steel.
and on the motor vehicle industry:.
and has moved, through the Industrics
Assistance Commission, to reduce tar-
iffs on a further wide range of
manufactured goods.
The record is good. I hope we will see
a further reduction in the level of tar-
iffs on farm chemicals over the next
12 months.
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